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by a great many; the general ground |ing has been added to or taken away|Son of the Sirach as twelve, and no gint w 
taken being that the book was written | since, 
at or about the time of the Maccabees, le 
$1 00|/by some Jew, who, hoping to give} short yiew of Scripture History, 
5 00! greater authority to his writings, assum- : 
ed the name of Daniel, and laid the|the second temple, 4nd its 
scene in Babylon duriug the Babylonish 


’ Dr. Watts in a Work entitled “A prophets flourtsh.” (Eccl. xlix. 10 com- 


1816,| pare Acts vii. 42, where Stephen, refers 
chap. 13, speaking Of the building of|to them as comprised in one volume). 
being mi- 
nus the Ark of the Covenant, says: 







Seal of the Prophets,” because he cLosED 


Josephus, the Jewish historian, also 
gives an account of the completion of|the New. 
mentator; Apion, Book 1, Ar, 8, 


books among use| tament prophecies. 


more: “Let the bones of the twelve\B. C. 


“Some learned men Supposed there was | the prophetic writings, and his con-|G 
A considerable number of German | such an ark made, and Ezra’s correct | cluding prophecy concerning John thele 

Any one wishing to make donations for the | critics have rejected the whole book as | copy of the Bible was laid up in it.” 
extended circulation of the paper can do so, | spurious, for the following reasons :— 
and the money will be faithfully. applied| «phat the miracles recorded in the 


Baptist (iv. 5) connects the end of the| read as fo 
Old Testament with the beginning of| der 


unt < ( y. Hence are to be explained | determined to punis 
opening chapters are of such a nature |the Canon; in his treatise against the| our Saviour’s words (Matt. xii, 13), 


as to surpass belief; and that the| Greek grammarian and Homeric com-| the propHers and the LAW PROPH 
prophetic portion is so minute and ex- 


of the citizens 


him,with there high-priest, Jaddua, be- 
Usher, in his Chronology, fixes the| fore them, dressed in tie and Raving 







as completed at Alexandria about 
280, and the fact that the Book 


of Daniel was with the rest of the 
Old Testament translated into Greek at 


this time is conclusive evidence of th 
*-* . é a e 
Malachi is called by the Jews “ the | existence of th 


€ book at that time. 

For further proof I would refer to 
oldsmith’s History of Greece, 1oth 
dition, 1823, pages 252-3, where we 
llows; From Tyre Alexan- 
marched to Jerusalem, fully 
h that city, for 


“All| having refused to supply his army with 


SPHESIED | provisions. during the seige; but his re- 
» It} until Joun.” Malachi prophesied about | sentment was moll 
act as to historic events, that it is im-/runs thus: ‘For we fave not an innu-| B, C. 436 to 437, closing the Old Tes- 


possible for the book to have been merable multitude ng 
written prior to those events.” These} disagreeing from, 4d contradicting, 
critics therefore fix the date of its com- | one another (as the (reeks have), but| time of the close of the prophecy at B.|a mitre on 
position between the years-B.c. 170 and | have only 22 books which contain the} C. 397 ; 
Another objection that has] records of all the past times ; 
been raised against the authenticity of| justly believed to be divine, and of|} Artaxerxes (B. C. 423) was considered | hi 


ified bya deputation 
coming out to meet 


his head, on the front of 


while Josephus distincily says|whichthe name of God was written, 
which are} that no book written afterthe death of | The mom 


entthe king perceived the 


. 423 gh-priest he advanced towards him 
them, 5 belongs to Moses, which con-| by the Jews as inspired. This, then, | with an air of the most profound re- 


This objection | tain his laws and the'tradition or origin | 1s conlusive. that the Old Testament as spect, bowed his body, adored the aug- 
is stated by Barnes as follows (Introduc- | of mankind, till his death, This inter-| we now have it, was completed about | ust name upon his front, and saluted 
tion to notes on Dan., objection 6):— | val was little short of 3000 years: but| B. C. 413, and the Canon finally closed} him who wore it, with religious vener- 
“It. is well known that the Jews, in| as the time from the death of Moses to| by Ezra and his contemporaries, ation,” And when some of his cour- 
We now come to the second 







3.—That the Holy Spirit is an agency pro-| the book, is the position assigned to it, 
eceding from the Father and permeates all} in the Sacred Canon. 
things according to God's will ; and by which 
He accomplished His numberless and mighty 
works. : 

4.—That without the Son of God, humanity 
would have no chance whatever for future 


owhen orid (Kos: NAT 
will become the kingdoms of pur Lord and} existence at the time the collect 


not been.” 


5.—That man is mortal—wholly—‘spirit 


and soul and body,’ : 


6.—That our Lord and Saviour died that 


we might have life—eternal. 


aitteth at the right hand of God in heaven. 


8.—That He will come again, without sin 


offering, unto salvation, or to save. 


9.—That eternal life will be bestowed only 


on therighteous; ‘‘in the age tocome.” 


three parts—the Law, the Prophets an 








and 


10.—That the future everlasting abode of | Placed among the prophets.” 


the righteous will be on this earth ; restered 


to its Edenic state. 


-1l.—That Jesus as the heir of David's} h 


throne will restore the Jews to their land and 


with the saints as joint-heirs with Him of the 
earth, will rule this world in righteousness ; 
| the lcingdoms-of this world (kosmos) 


bis anointed. — 


12.—That whe promises made by God to 
Abraham and his seed will be fulfilled in the 
setting-up of tie Kingdom of God on earth. 
13.—That the only hope of the everlasting 
welfare of humenity is tae establishment of 


God's Kingdom cn earth. 









etic books. 


completed. 


14.—That the gospel preached by Jesus} endeavour to substantiate :— 


and Apostles, was the good news of the King- 
dom of God; connected after his ascension 
with the name of Jesus the Christ, by the 
Apostles, ; 

15.—That a hearty belief (faith in the 
Gospel, and the thinj's connected therewith, 
as well as obedience "thereto, is necessary for 
salvation. 

16.—That immersion (born of water) into 
His name, for the remission of sins, is essen- 
tial, and is a saving ordinance, 

17-—That there will be a resurrection of 


_ the just and unjust, 


_18.—That the wicked will ‘be punished 
with everjasting destruction,” “burnt up root 
and branch.” , 


19.—That the wages (punishment) of sin is 
doath”—literal death, 

20.—That there is a hell—sheol, 

21.—That there avo satans, devil, and 

evils—the Bible kind. he 

The above are the principal points of doctrine 
advocated by Tur Goop*News, al! of which 
will receive attention from time to time. 


The Authenticity of the Beok of Daniel 
Historically proved. 


The authenticity of the prophecies 
bearing the name of Daniel, was never 
disputed, prior to the thirdcenturya. p.; 
when Prophyry wrote 15 books against 
Christianity (the greater part of which 
have since been lost); he maintained 


- that the book was not written by Daniel 


himself, but by some unknown person 
livingin tke time of Anticochus Epi- 
phanes; who assumed the name 
of Daniel, to gain a greater authority 
aud esteem for his work. Porphyry al- 
so asserted that it did not fortell things 
tocome, but related what had already 
happened. 

The next attack was made by Baruch 
or Benedict Spinoza, a Portuguese Jew, 
who was born in Amsterdam in 1632; 
and being excommunicated for his 
sceptical opinions respecting the Mosaic 
Law, he was baptized and professed 
the Christian religion, In a work pub- 
lished by him entitled “Tractatus The- 
ologice Politicus,” he affirms that the 
last five chapters were written by Dan- 
iel himself, but the previous seven chap- 


_ ters were collected from the Chaldeans’ 





chionological writings, and the whole 
aranged by some unknown hand, 

In more recent times the genuine- 
and authenticity haye been questioned 





1st. That the Sacred Canon was 
completed in the time of Ezra and 
Nehemiah, about B.c. 413, and that 
nothing has been added to or taken 
away since, 

2nd. That the book of Daniel was 
not written in the time of the Macca- 
bees, B. C. 164-170. 


3rd. That it was translated into 


Greek, along with the other books of 


the Old Testament, at least 280 years 
B. C. 

4th. That it was xof originally placed 
in the 3rd. section or Hagiographa, 
but in the.second with the other prophet- 
ic books. 

5th. That Daniel himself wrote the 
book, between the years B. c. 606 and 
B. C, 533. cy 

Before the captivity, we find only 
slight traces of the sacred hooks being 
preserved. Moses speaks of the book 
of the Law (Deut. xxxi. 26). Daniel re- 
fers 10 the book (ix. 2). Zechariah to the 
“Book of the Lord?” (xxix. 18; xxxty. 
16). Itis most probable that Ezra and 
the great Synagogue fixed the Canon 
of the Law in its final shape, with the 
help of Nehemiah, 

In the prolozue to Ecclesiasticus, we 
find what is allowed to be the earli- 
est reference to the Old Testament as a 
complete book. I quote the passage:—- 
“For the same things uttered in He- 
brew, and translated into another 
tongue, have not the same force in 
them, and not only these things, but sie 


the ttme when the Talmud was com- | the reign of ae king of Persia, 
life ; but would become ‘‘as though they had| posed, divided their sacred books into} who reigned after Xerxes ; the prophets] tion, that :— 


the Higographa. The latter class em-|was done in their time, in 13 books./in the time of the Maccabees, B. C. 
braced the Psalms, Job, Proverbs, Song|The remaining four books contain] 164 to 170. 
of Soloman, Rath, Lamentations, Ec-|hymns to God, and precepts for the 
7.—That He was buried “and was raised| clesiastes, Esther, Daniel; Ezra, Ne- 
the third day for our justification ;’ and now} hemiah the two books of the 
Chronicles.” ‘The objection is, tha\|erxes very particularly, but hath not} thias a priest of the Asmoncean family, 
in collecting and arranging the books | been esteemed of rhe like authority with | against the tyranny of Antiochus Epi- 
of the Old Testament, Daniel was as-| the former, by our forefathers, because| phanes B. C. 170. The initials were 
signed to this latter class, and was not | there hath not been a succession of the}M. K. B. I., ‘‘Mi-Kameka Baelim 


The book is protessedly a prophetic | we have given credi 
book, and as such, if genuine, ought to| our nation, is eviden 
aye been placed with the other proph- | for during so manya 
It not being in the second} passed, no on@ has 
division along with the other prophets, 


ion of| change in them; but Nt 
the sacred books was made, and the'/ ural to all Jews, imme > 
first and second classes (7%. ¢., the Law| their very birth to esteem these books}care the Jews guarded their sacred 
and the Prophets) fully defined and/|to contain sacred doctrines, and to per- 


‘is taken to be a proof that it was'not in] anything from: t mt 
d 


_In answer to these objections, I offer | ingly to die for them.” 
the following propositions, which I shall 


who were after Moses, Wrote down what The Book of Daniel was not written 


The title Maccabees is derived from 
conduct of human life. It is true, our| the initials of the Hebrew war-cry, in- 
history hath been written since Artax-| scribed on the standard raised by Mat- 





prophets since that time; how firmly|Ihovah.” Who is like unto Thee O 
0 these books of| Lord, among the Gods? Ex. xv. 11. 
by what we do;|The insurgents were afterwards called 
Sas have already | Maccabees, and Judas, the eldest son 
been so bold as|and successor to Mattathias, became 

them, to take. 
neh 
\s/become nat- 
jately and from 


















either to add, 


Century B. C. . 
It is well known with what scrupulous 


books, even so much as to count the 
number of letters in them; bearing 
this in mind, and also the fact that the 
Jesus, the son of Sirach, also speaks | Sacred Canon had been finally and defin- 
of the collection of the Old Testament| itely fixed, at the very latest, fully 200 
Scriptures by Nehemiah in 2 Macca-| years prior to this time: how is it pos- 
bees’ ii. 13. These are the words, ‘“The} sible for a book written at this period to 
same things also were reported in the} obtain a place in the Canon? 
writings and commentaries of Neemias,| The very fact of its being newly 
and how he, founding a library, gather-| written would prevent it, apart from 
ed together the acts of the kings and| anything else. What claim could the 
the prophets, and of David, and the| writer have urged for its inclusion in the 
epistles of the kings concerning the| Canon, any more than could the wri- 
holy gifts.” ters of the Apochryphal books? They 
Bishop Wordsworth, in his ‘‘Hulsean were written at THIS “ime, but were 
Lectures,” 1851, on the “Inspiration of| zever included in the Sacred Canon 
Holy Scripture, the Canon of the Old| until the year A. D. 1545, when they 
and New Testament and Apochrypha,”| were included by the Roman Church, 
page 37, says :—‘In the seventy years} And why not? Because the Canon 
captivity the Jews almost fergot their] had been closed fully 200 years, and it 
vernacular tongue; still, God raised up| was well known to the Jews there had 
chosen instruments among them, to| not been an exact suecession of Ppro- 
preserve and expound the Law, even at| phets since the time of Artaxerxes ; and 
Babylon: and He has vouchsafed us| the question arises, 1f the Book of Daniel 
evidence of this in the Book of the] were written about this time, and ad- 
Prophet Daniel, who is described as a| mitted into the Canon, why vere the 
man skilful in all wisdam, (Danieli. 4.)| Books of Apochrypha kept out : Jo- 
and who cites ¢he Law of Moses and| sephus, referring no doubt to the Apo- 
the Prothets, (Daniel ix. 6, 11, 13) and| chrypha and other like books, say 
studiesine Book of the Prophet Jeremi-\‘‘they were written very Caer 
ah, (ix. 2) and is referred by anangelto| but. were mot esteemed as t le 
the Scripture of Truth.” (ix. 21.) “Fur-|same authority by their forefat oe 
ther,” says Wordsworth, “it is clear, from because they knew that the prophetic 
what is recorded by Ezra, after the re-| succession CEASED WITH Rea te : 
turn of the Jews to Jerusalem, that the} The very fact of the Apochrypha be- 
Scriptures had been preserved entire|ing kept out of the Canon, . et 
throughout the Captivity. Ezra is styl-| whelming proof that the Boo oe an- 
ed in Scripture a Priest, a Scribe of the} iel was not written at this Pees 5 46, 
Law of the God of Heaven (Ezra vii, 12. | during the Second Century se ea 
marg.); and in obedience to that Law|] I have already referred to the pro 
he ordered the feast of the Tabernacles| gue to the Book of PS ase 
to be kept in the seventh month; and] which proves that the Greek version (the 


sist in them, and if occosion be, will- 


law ttself, and the prophets, and the rest of | brought forth the Law of Moses, and | Septuagint) of the Old Testament Scrip- 


the books, have no small difference, when 
they are spoken in their own language.” 
Ecclesiasticus was originally writen in 
Syro-Chaldaic, and the grandson of the 
author is here apologizing for any mis- 
takes in translating it into Greek. 

We also learn by inference, in this 
quotation, that the Old Testament 
Scriptures had been translated into 


| Greek prior to this time. “This prologue 


(says Barnes) was probably written 
about B. ¢, 130; the book itself about 
B. C. 180,” 

Firstly, then. The Sacred Canon 
was completed in the time of Ezra and 
Nehemiah, about », c. 413, and noth- 


read it for seven days in the ears of the| tures was completed prior to B. C. 130. 
people.” It sonal to be unquestion-} Ina work published in 1811, By nes 
able that Ezra, assisted (as it would| Wood, entitled “The Mosaic ig or 
seem) by the Prophets Haggai, Zecha.| chap. ii. page 46, the author ee ally 
riah and Malachi, all of them inspired| mentions the translation o see 
persons, and recognized as such by} Testament into CU SGN ve 
Christ Himself, (for it is certain that the| “The seventy who trans ee sae 
books written by them were a part of} Testament into Greek at the ae re 
the Jewish Canon of Scripture which} Ptolemy Philadelphus, eu gy pt 
Christ received), it isindubitable, I say,|about the 124th Olympiad. ser 
that Ezra revised the copies then ex-| Olympiads commenced B.C. 17 eae 
tant of the Jewish Scriptures, and col-| one being four years ; the sorta ibs 
lected them in one, volume, and com-|be B. C, 280. Ptolemy * Phila s se 
pleted the Canon of the Old Testa isibor in Cos, B. C. 309, an 

ment.” “The minor prophets,” con-| B.C. 247. ' 
tinues Wordsworth, “are specified by the} It is not disputed that the Septua 








poised as Judas Maccabees: The.time 
‘of the Maccabees is, then, the Second 


posi-| tiers expressed their surprise that he, 
who was adored by every one, should 
adore the high-priest of the Jews. ‘I 
do not,’ said he, ‘adore the high-priest 


but the God whose minister he is ; for 
whilst I was at Dium, in Macedonia, 
my mind wholly fixed on the great de- 
sign of the Persian War, as I was re- 
solving the methods how to conquor 
Asia, this very man, dressed in the same 
robes, appeared to me in a dream, ex- 
exhorted me to banish my fear, bade 
me cross the Hellespont boldly, and 
assured me that God would march at 
the head of my army, and give me the 
victory over the Persians.’” 

Josephus also mentions this incident 


in his Antiquities (b, 11, ch.8), where 
he gives the reason of this-change in 


Alexander's manner towards Jerusalem ; 


these are his words :—“And when the 


book of Daniel was showed him, where- 
in Daniel declares that one of the Greeks 
should destroy the empire of the Per- 
sians, he supposed that himself was the 
person intended.” This incident oc: 
cured B. C, 332, 

It seems, then, certian that the book 
of Daniel was written B. c, 352, and 
was along with the other books of the 
Old testament, translated into Greek 
in the version called the Septuagint 
which was completed in the reign of 
Ptolemy Philadelphus about 8, c, 285 
to 280. 

Fourth.—That it was not originally 
placed in the third section or Hagio- 
grapha, but in the second with the other 
prophetic books. 

It is affirmed by those who deny the 
authenticity of the book of Daniel, that 
“the book was placed by the Canonists, 
in the THIRD section.” “In which 
were placed all books of a later origin 
that were deemed sacred,” This state- 
ment has:on the:face of ita very glaring 
contrast tothe well known carefulness 
which the Jews exercised in regard to 
their sacred books. 

The objectors would seem to haye 
us understand that the Jews kept one 
section of the sacred canon open, as 4 
receptacle fer any book or books that 
might chance to be written in later 
times; and this in the face of the his- 
toric fact, thatthe cacred Canon was 
difinitely and finally closed at the very 

st, fully 400 yeais B. C. 

“ny have ie eaay referred to the Ap- 
ocryphal writings, These books were 
deemed by the Jews to be sacred, but 
were never admitted to the Canon, 
because it had long been fixed when 
they were written ; and the Jews knew 
also that direct: prophetical succession 
had ceased centuries before, 

Taking it for granted that the book 
of Daniel was originally placed in the 
third section of the Sacred Canon, this 
would not prove it to be a spurious 
word. But had the Jews placed it in 
the third section, and by so doing did 
in some way detract from the merits of 
the book, and tend to its being expung- 
ed altogether, methinks the Jews of 
later times would gladly have grasped 
this opportunity to throw overboard 
what has been such a thorn in their 
side, with respect to the advent of 
Christ, For it is Daniel who so defi- 


nitely prophecies the birth and death of ‘ 


44 
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Brrr nceromrenr wT a eh ae aid 


ee Ala AA i Ne MA IE 
VOLE AT = EXC ALN LT es ; 


fhe Messiah ; 


wn al sn) ne te ee 


dictions. 


prophe ; } 
From this eulogium, it could scarcely 


and these same 
exactly fulfilled, as 


1eS$ rere St as 

moultiebe hown did sjxce’ permit. | be imagined that the Jews thought so 
Since the expiration of the time spect- little of the book of Daniel as hot to 
fied by Daniel, the Jews have been and] rank it with the prophetic books. In 
still are, utterly at a loss how to account | fact the very opposite would be expect- 
for the non-appearange of their long] ed, from the estimation in which he 


was held at the time of Josephus. 

We find also that other and sacred 
writers ascribed the book to Daniel of 
the captivity. Ezekiel, who was con- 
temporary with Daniel, twice mentions 
him: first in chap. .xiv. 14, where he 
places him side by side with Moses and 
Noah—-conclusive evidence that he was 
held in very high estimation even in 
his own lifetime. Secondly, in chap. 
xxviii. 3, where speaking to the prince 
of Tyrus, he says, ‘Behold thou art 
wiser than Danjel.” . 
In 1 Mace. chap. ii. 60, Mattathias 
when on his death-bed, in exhorting his 
sons to be zealous for thé law, and 
calling to their remembrance the acts 


expected Messiah, 2p fact, Q eager 
have they been to rid Christians of so 
powerful a weaon as the. book gi Daniel 
thas proved in controversy with them, 
that they have corrupted the Septuagint 
version, and also a version by Theodo- 
tion, and the old Septuagint has been | 
lost; so that now it is a difficult mat- 
ter to reproduce its original. 
But to return: Josephus in his 
Treatise against Apion, Book x Article| 
8, enumerates the books of ithe Sacred 
(Ganon as follows :—Five books of 
‘Moses, thirteen Prophetic books, and 
four containing hymns to God and 
precepts for the conduct of human life. 
So that down’ to this time (A.D. 38 












/not been able to find any warrant in 








their fathers had done in their time, 
speaks thus of Daniel : “ Daniel for ‘his 
innocency was delivered” from the 
MOULNS Of ions, eee ne en 

Coming to the New Tegtament, we 
fiind Christ. in Matt. xxiv. 15, speaking 
very definitely of Daniel as the author ; 


-to 97) Daniel was placed in THE 
SECOND @y PROPHETIC section, for no 
‘one would assert that it was a book of 
hymns, or precepts for the conduct of 
human life; therefore it conld® not at 
this (Jesephus’) time, be reckoned In 
the 3rd'‘section; and had it been 


originally placed in the third sec-| the words are these; “‘When ye there- 
tion; the Jews, as I have shown| for shallsee the abomination of desola- 
would ‘never have transfered it/ tion spoken of by Daniel the prophet, 


stand in the holy place (who so readeth, 


to the prophetic section afterwards, and 
let him understand ;)” 


certainly not, after THE time of CHRIST. 
This, then, is conclussive that the} Paul also evidently refers to Daniel, 
‘book of Daniel was originally placed in| when writing to the Hebrews, chap. ‘xi. 
‘the second’or prophetic portion of the} 33; he says, “Who through faith 
Sacred Canon, which Canon was fixed stopped the mouths ofJions.” 
fully 400 years B. ©. | Since then, the Jews as we have seen, 
We now come to the closing propgs!-| from the time of-Hzekiel, who was con- 
tion: That Daniel of the Captivity,|temporary with Daniel, down to the 
HIMSELF wrote the book of prophecies] time of Joseph (a.D. 33 to 96) accepted 
bearing his name. the book of Daniel, as the production 
In ‘all the discussions respecting the} of Daniel of the Captivity, and as ‘such 
authenticity of this book, it has never) placed it in the Sacred Canon along 
Heen doybted that Daniel was a his-} with the other prophetic books, and 
toric person and did really live in the} zealously guarded them from all extrac- 
years B.C. 606 to'533. This, I say,| tions or additiens; I ask, what room 
‘has, always ‘been allowed as a well} for objections to them is left to ‘us, liv- 
grounded fact. My task ‘then, is not) ing all these ages afterwards? 
to prove that Daniel was a real person;| ‘True! the originals of the books writ- 
but to shew that HE.d/d really wrtfe|ten by thesacred historians, are lost, 
THE book; and nof some other person} and none of their writings can be ver- 
-under the'essumed nameof Daniel. , \ified in that way, _ But are not the Or 
It tsnoticeable in reading the book,] ginals of very recent works lost? and 
that the author (whoever he may be)} yet their authenticity. is never ques- 
intended the book to be understood/ioned. Take for instance, Shakespeare, 
as the worl: of one man, and nota com-) of whose works not one original can be 
‘pilation by two or more. ‘True, Daniel} found ; in fact, the only writings of his 
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| they may attain to it. The passages referred to pe} 


jrie f ~is 5 ‘ . ° | 
The Spirit in Man. Conclyded. Immortality Is a thing we do not) show how we can attain to it;—Mark r6:15, 16 john 
Although, as we have shown, man| ow possess, it js evident, for we “ reap | Bob ede Bi Sp heed John 19:25; Jude ar; Kay, 
‘6 f . Pi 2120-36, 3519" ’ Lf tiet 4 ~ * 

possesses many different spirits, we have} life everlasting.” How could Paul say, | “We have treated our subject briefly, but trust wa 
y ‘t _ 3 aaa Le typ at 4M | have said enough to give strangers to the truth ay jn. 
: Fe that soweth to tt e spirit shall of | centive to search thematter more throughly for thems 
the spirit RaAp life everlasting,” Jf the | selves in the * Scriptures, which are able to make wise 

oat PER seas ‘ ; | unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesug’ 
Spirit, which the clergy teil us js the} : 






Scripture to lead ug to conclude that 
mankind possesses a spirit that can exist 





Vy T : 
| —2 Tim, 3:25 - 
leave the matter with our readers, 






oh ska ane iy saa ate >| real j Se ees > | We ncw in 
in an organized state Separate from the l man, is it mortal ? How could | chat, ot least, they and the writer may be found ti 
body called « man. We nowhere]! we gather 4 thing we already have in of immortality when Christ, who is our life, shall ap. 






read in the Bibles that the “spirit in|Qur hands? How could we reap life | pear—Epitom 


man” is immortal. We do not find) everlasting if we already possessed jt? 
the word “immortal” or any of its| Paul teaches in Rom. 2:7, that we are| * Great is youwds ward in Heaven,” 
Matt. 5. 12 





synonyms connecjed with either/‘soul” | tp “seek for glory, honor and immor- 
or “spirit,” in the Bible, notwithstand- | tality” “by ‘a patient continuance in well 
ing the fact that the clergy so fyeqient- ying.” Why seek for” the thing we These words are supposed by many 

ly use the terms ‘immortal’ spirit,” aircady possess ? to teach the idea that souls, which are 
“never-dying sow,” and he lice. Qn} Christ taught the same truth when | said, by the same many, to be immortal 

the contrary we ‘find connected with | he said, “ As Moses lifted up the ser-| go when the body dies, to heaven, te 
the word <‘spiri¢/? as fol!ows ;—“ Re-| pent in the wilderness, eyen so must| dwell and be rewarded. Those who 
member, < beseech Fhee, that thou] the Son of man be lifted up; that who-| try to make our text teach this, “do 
hast mate me as the clay; and wilt | Soever believeth in him should not per- greatly err, not knowing the Scriptures 
thou bring ME'to dus/ ggain. * * %*|ish, dut have eternal life. For God so| nor the power of God.” 
Thou hast grarited me life and favour, | loved the world that he gave his only Do we not read in the same chapter 
and Thy visitation hath preserved my | begotten Son, that «whosoever believeth \ * Blessed are the meek: for thay shal] 
spinit.”’ From the book of Job we not |? Aim should not perish but have ever-| inherit the EARTH” (verse 5)? The 
only lear’ thaf /« there is a spirit in| lasting life.’—John 3:14-16. Would| meek are those who rejoice and ar3 

man” (32:8) but in the above language|this language not be nonsense if we| exceeding glad when they are perse. 

from the satne book, we learn that the} Were immortal spirits, as the *teachers|cuted for Christ's sake (ver. 11, 12) 

rr su 5 . 7 : oe ) 

pirjt’’ is something that is perishable, | in the popular churches tell us? But] This is the class whose reward is great 
for Job states that God had’ preserved | “let God be true,” even if we make| in heaven, as will be seen/ by reading 
his spirit!” ~Alihough God had made|“ every mana liar."—Rom. 3:4. Christ} Matt. 5:3 to 12, inclusive. If the lan. 
Job as clay and was able to bring him | again says, “I give unto them (his fol-|guage of our text teaches, as jg 
to dust again (see Gen. 3:19), yet God| lowers) eternal life ; and they shall|claimed by the clergy, that, people 
had by his visitation preserved Job’s| never perish, neither shall any pluck)go to heaven, how can we sre. 
spirit (breath; or lite). Oras Hezekiah | them out of my hand.”—John 10:28 |concile that theory with the 
puts it, God had “in love to” his] ‘Thou (God) hast given Him power] Scriptures which say “the righteous 
“soul ‘delivered it from the pit of| over all flesh, that he should give eter-| hall never be removed” (from the 
corruption ” (see Isa. 38:17). . Job is nal life to as many as thou hast given} earth, obviously)—Proy. 10:30. “ For 
in harmony wth Paul, for as we have|Him.”—1r7:2. See also John 6:25-29 5| evil doers shall be cut off (be destroyed 
seen, he also teaches that the spirit, as| 4:14. If. we already possess immortal-|—Mal. 4:3-3; Psa. 37:20, 34); but 
well as soul an body, is subject to ity, how could Christ, as shown 1n| those that wait upon the Lord shall 
preservation.—r Thess. 5:23° Such| these passages, give us eternal life ?)inherir the EARTH.” For yet a little 
being the case, itcannot be true that] The idea is absurd, The Biblethrough-| while, and the wicked shall NOT BE; 
any of these (spirit, soul and body) can | out pointedly teaches eternal lite to be| yea, thou shalt diligently consider hi’ 
be immortal, or of a nature zof subject | 2 «ggditional gift ; something we do not} place, and it shall not be. But the 
to death, ‘“ But ask now the beasts, | now possess, but a thing we can “in-| meek shall inherit THE EARTH; 
and they shall teach thee; * * * and herit:”—Matt. 19:29. It is a boon}jand delight themselves in the abun- 
the fowls of the air, and they shall that believers in the first century hoped| dance of peace.—Psa. 37:9, II, 22, 
teach thee; and the fishes of the| for because it was not in their posses-| It is evident from the reading of these 
sea shall declare unto thee. * * Who|sion, but wasa matter of promise by} passages that the inheritance of the 


































knoweth not ‘in ‘all ‘these, that| God, as the following passage shows:| earth by the righteous is to be at 

the hand of the Lord  hath|‘‘In hope of eternal \ife, which God, | time when the wicked shall nop inherit 
wrought this? In whose handjthat cannot lie, promised before times|the land. It cannot be a temporary in- 
is the soul (life) of «uery living eternal.” (R.V.) . Being justified by heritance, forinthesamechapter we read 













thing (animals as well as mankind) and| His grace, we should be made heirs) “The Lord knoweth the days of th 
the breath (spirit, 7xa t) of all man-| according to the hope of eternal life.—| upright ; and their inheritance shall be 
kind.” Job _2 o.. Phe Psalmist| Titus 1:2; and 3:7. If, the SrUnt ais for ever, ver. 18. The rightequs shall 
says, “ Be a ) 1s the fountain ‘the man, and is immortal, why “hope! inherit the LAND and dwell therein | 
of life.’ —psal. 36:9. It is quite} for eternal life ?” Evidently the doc- FOR EVER,—<see ver. 29, also ver. 34. 
necessary “then, that.’ we, be-4trine of the immortality of the spirit) All the promises made by God to the 
ing mortal creatures, should pray | or soul is not a scriptural doctrine. righteous, of aH ages, were connected 

; Paul exhorts the “man of God} with the earth. On the contrary, no 



































is spoken of in the third person until) that have been preserved, are three sig- 


chapter’ yij. 15, where the author, 
“speaking ef tle vision of the four beasts, 


suddenly breaks out, “I, Daniel, was} doubt, as the work of Shakespeare. 


2 
’ 


tieved in my spirit ;” also in chap. viii. 
I,we find a similar style, “a vision appear- 


ed unto me, eyen unio me Daniel ;” and | because the one claims to be inspired 


“again in chap. x. 2, “In those days J 
~ Daniel was mourning three full weeks ;” 


andthe 7th verse. And £ Daniel| ing no particular authority for his work. 
‘alone saw the vision.” Again, chap.|'The one being inspired commands the 
xu. 5 we read—‘‘Then 7 Daniel looked. | attention and obedience the 


“These passages are as strong a proof of 
the identity of Daniel as the author, as 

can be desired; short of a declaration 
duly signed and attested. 


3 This, then, is perfectly clear, that and eternity, he throws overboard the 
the writer of the book intended that it] word of God, withsuch excuses as in 
should be understo¢d to be the work of | the book’under consideration. 


one man, and the name of the author 
(whether real or assumed) Daniel 
“Tt is noticeable also, that the Jews 
"accepted it as the work of one man: 
even Daniel of the Captivity, and also 
* that he ranked very high ‘in their esti- 
mation as aprophet ; for Josephus says 
ofhim (Ant. b. x. ch. rr), “He was so 
happy as to have. strange revelations 
made to him, and those as to one of the 
greatest of the prophets,: insomuch 
that while he was 4live, he had the 
esteem and applause both of kings and 
of the multitude, and now he is dead he 
retains a remembrance that will never 
fail. For the several books that he 
wrote and left behind him are still read 
by us till this time, and from them we 
believethat. he conversed with God ; 
for he got only told of future events,’ as 
did the other prophets, but he also 
detertyined the time of their accom: 
plishment. Ard while prophets used 
to foretell mnisfortunes and on that’ ac- 
count were disagreeable both tdé the 
ings snd the mulitude. ~ Daniel 
was tq {hem a prophet of gdod things, 
and thi! to such a’ degree, 
the agreeable 
dictions, he precured the ¢oodq_ will 
of alf men; and hy ‘thé’ accom. 
plishment of then; he ” procured 







that by 
nature ‘of ‘ hig’ pre-| apply the test given by Christ, when he 


natures to legal documents. Yet the 
plays and poems are accepted without 


Why is this distinction made respect- 
ing the works of different men? Simply 


and attributes his work to God; the 
‘other writes as an ordinary man, claim- 


Almighty 
requires from all His creatures; this 
claim of God upon His creatures, the 
doubter rejects, and thinking to clear 
himself from all that binds hin to God 


My readers, do not, I beg of you, be 
led away with the notion that a denial 
of the Word of God frees you from all 
responsibilities connected with disobe- 
ience toit. To doubt a thing to be 
true, and then deny its existence does 
not destroy the fact. It still remains 
to stare you in the face at every turn, 
and demands your acceptance of it,— 
your beliefin it. ‘ 


I have now shewn that the Sacred 
Canon was completed and ¢c/osed in the 
time of Ezra about B.c. 400, and that 
nothing has been added to or taken 
away since, That the book of Daniel 
was not written in the time of the Mac- 
cabees, about B.c. 164. That it was 
translated into Greek, along with the 
other books of the Old Testament, at 
least 280 years B.c. That it was not 
originally placed in the third section or 
Hagiographa, but in the second, with 
the other .prophetic books, and that 
Daniel of the Babylonish captivity, 
himself wrote thé book, between the 
years 606 and §33 BG, ' * tas 
In conelusion, let us one and all 


said, OThey ate the scriptures which tes- 
tify of me,”’—and finding that the books 
of both Old and Néw Testaments do tes- 


the belief of their truth, and the Qpinjon tify of Him, let us not be found denying 


0 
the multitude. He also wrote and left 


behind him) what evinced the accuracy | 
and the undeniable veracity of his pre-| crowded out, °” 
BOvs th wvn's r < 


¢ : . etre 7 | 7 eyes ) 
a sort of divinity for himself among | them.—Gilad Tidings, 


~——-@—— 


and cash 
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God to preserve our whole’ person, 
spirit, soul and body. We should also, 
at death, commit our spirit (breath or 
life) to the keeping of God, that we 
may ‘obtain a better resurrection ” 
(Psa, 31:5 } Luke 33:46; Acts 7:59; 
Heb, 11:35), at which’ event we shall 
receive from our Lord the spirit or life 
again. If worthy we shall be given 
everlasting possession of life or spirit. 
See Luke 20:35, 36; Acts 13:46; John 
3:13-16; 5:28, 29 ; 6:39, 40,54; Mark 
10:28-30; 1 John 2:25: Luke .18:28- 
30; Isa. 42:5; Rom. 8:ro, rr. Anoth- 
er proof that the spirit is not immor- 
tal is found in 1 Cor. 5:5, and reads as 
follows: ‘Deliver such an one (see 
verses 1 and 2) unto Satan (the adver- 
sary) for the destruction of the flesh; 
that the spirit may de saved in the day 
of the Lord Jesus.” Why should Paul 
speak as if the’spirit would perish ‘in 
the day of the Lord Jesus,” if it is im- 
mortal? If the spirit is immortal, it 
is, consequently, incorruptible, and 
therefore could not perish in the day 
of the Lord Jesus. The person refer- 
red to by Paul, in the above passage, 
was sowing to the flesh, and conse: 
quently would “of the flesh reap cor- 

ruption” (Gal. 6:8; Rom. 8:12, 13); 
“ but he that soweth to the spirit shall 
of the Spirit (God) reap life everlast- 
ing.” —Gal, 6:38; Rom. 8:12, 13. Paul 
apparently believed that if a wicked 
person was delivered to the adversary 
he would be punished according to the 
Be of the land, and would then be 

ikely to reform, and his flesh or fleshy 
propensities would then be destroyed, 
and the result would be that his spirit 
(life) would be saved in the day of the 
Lord Jesus. 

We'also read of the spirit being cor- 
1upt as well as faint.” Job says, “ My 
breath 1s corrupt. For {* breath” in 
this passage the margin reads spirit.” 
“Every spirit shall faint.’ —Ezek. 21:7. 
We would ‘not expect an jmmortal en- 
tity to be either corrupt Ql faint, _Mor- 
tals are frequently in these conditions, 
| but immortal beings, as far as the Bible 
| reveals, ‘are perfect and full of life at 
jal times, consequently we judge that 
ithe spirit in eat is not immortal, no 
‘matter how strenuously the clergy may 
assert the contrary, 








to fight the good fight of faith and one has ever, at any time, been prom- 
lay hold on eternal life.—1 Tim. 6:12.|ised heaven. God promised the land 
What nonsence it would be for _Paul|of Canaan to Abraham, the father of 
to persuade his brethren to /ay Ao/d on the faithful, for an EVERLASTING 
something they had a good hold of al-| possessjon—not a temporal possession. 
ready ! Eyidently Paul did not believe | —Heb. 11:8, 9; Gen. 12:1-3; 13:14: 
the spirit in man to be an immortal) 17; 15:8-18 ; 17:8; Ex. 6:3, 4: Rom, 
entity. No, he did not, for he said,| 4:13. The spiritual seed ef Abraham 
“The King of kings and Lord of|are joint heirs of the /and—not heaven, 
lords ¢ * only hath immottality.”— |—Gal. 3:8, 24-29; Gen. 26:2-4; 28.2, 
1 Tim. 6:15, 16° Ifthe Kingof kings|4; 2 Sam 23:1-5;  7:12-14; Psa. 
and Lord of lords only hath immortal-|132:11. Other portions of Scripture 
ity how can every man, woman and bearing upon this point read.as follows: 
child have it? The word immortality “The upright shall dwell] in the land, 
occurs only five times in the whole|and the perfect shall remain in tt. But 
Bible. We have now noticed two of|the wicked shall be cut off from the 
the occurrences in this article, the re-|earth, and the transgressors shall be 
maining three are found in the follow-| rooted out of it.”’—Prov. 2:21, 22. 
ing connections : “The heaven even the heavens is the 
jesus Christ * * hath abolished |Tord’s; but the earth hath he given to 
death, and hath brought life and im-|the children of men.”—Psa. 115:16. 
mortality to light throught the gospel.” | “And I say unto you, that many shall 
‘2 Tim. 1:30, “For this corruptible | come from the east and west, and shall 
(body) must put on incorryption,” and | sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and 
this mortal (kody) must put 9x (not #)| Jacob, in tha kingdom of heaven 
immortality. So when this corruptible (feacin’ kingdom). but {he children 
shall have put on incorruptioy, and Ee (or thoge jnhabiting the territory) of 
mortal shall have putonimmorfality, then | the kingdom shall becast out.”—Matt, 
shall be brought to pass thesaying ‘that is | 8:11, 12, “There shall be ‘weeping and 
written, Death is swallowed up in vic-| gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see | 
tory.” —1 Cor. 15:53, 54. The first of Abraham, and Isaac, and all the pro- 
these passages shows that life andj phets in the kingdom of God, and you 
immortality was brought to ‘light by | yourselyes (z.¢., the inhabitants of the 
Jesus Christ through the gospel. But| territory, to be occupied hy the saints) 
the gospel nowhere shows that any|thrust out. And they (the saints) shall 
of mankind possess immortality now. |come from the east, and from the west, 
The gospel simply brings it to lightasa}and from the north, and from the 
thing we may have on certain condi-} south, and shall sit down in the King- 
tions; the second quotation, with | dom of God.”—Luke 13: 28, 29. That 
its connections, shows that “mor-|the Kingdom of God is to be on the 
tal man” (Job 4:17), may put on| earth instead of in heaven is plainly to 
immortality at the resurrection; that it| be seen from Daniel, chapters 2 and 7. - 
is something mortal that is clothed with} The saints sing ‘a pew song, saying, 
immortallty. These passages also go| Thou art worthy fa ta ¢e the book, and 
to show that we are not now in posses-|to open the seals thereof: for thou 
sion of immortality. ‘I he word ‘immof- | wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God 
tal” occurs but once in the Bible and is by thy blac d, 


es ah ogd out of every kindre\ 4 
applied to God.—see 1 ‘Tim, 1:r7. ngue, and people, and nation; an 
we do not receive immortality before birth, or at Bie g : P pie, nd Han " 4 


0 
be made us unto our God kings an 















birth, but at the resurrection, in the world to come, |). . 

Proof—Luke 20:35, 36! Johd i293 6:40, 543 Luke | priests ; and we shall reign QN THE 
18:29, 30; Mark 10:28-30; Dan. 12:2; 1 John aias ; EARTH.’ vis h 
Pse. 17°35) If, as these passages show, we donot eet | £4 ce I H, -Revy. 5:9; Q, If / e 


righteous are to “ remain { jp the land, 
how can they go to heayen to receive 
their reward? If the kingdom of God, 
which is to be inherited by Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, the prophets, and all the 


immortality until we are raised from the dead, in the 
ge to ccme, it ig impossible we can have it in this life, 
in the shape of an immortal soul or spirlt. If the ser- 
pent, who told the first lie, said, ye shall not surely die, 
that is no reason why we should believe we are immor- 
tal, and thereby make God a liar, 
Although mankind do not now possess an immortal 
life or spirit, it is good news to perishing humanity that 








THE GOOD NEWS. 







the saints, (east ae ak i : 2 —~-- - rye ae - s naka wee . - . —- . ~ 
jin heaven : at and south is} the keeping of the Giver of all good Are notthecovenants of the promise ; 
east out pr meca Capel bei) until, the. time arrives for the Son of map | land and kingdom, babes is ; eailes Tes Be er eee G aumento: | ik art, the Holy One of God” (Luke 
wail and gnash their teeth West weep | to sit upon the theane of his glory. At. Gospel ? ANS. he Scripture ,fore-| of men. » Ye; - 34). 
no wicked people Sats ny seeing that | the Judgment the King shall say to) seeing that God would justify the heath- 
We must conclude nee : those on his right ‘hand, Come, ye dles-|.en through faath, preached before, the 
¢vidence,contained:in the ca rem the | sed of my father, ixherit the aly nc hada unto 4ibraham, saying, In| “‘d.ord, Jord; have we not faueat in\and sand, 7) niac 
ed, and fom the false a I ssapgs quot- prepared for you (prospegtively) from thee shall all nations be blessed.” Gal. | thy name?” (see Diaglott) Yes but th | Sial ay .¢ Wits art Christ (the Mes- 
about to go to heay re Jesus when| the foundation the world.—Matt.) 3:18, - Jesus cam into Galilee preach-| king will know that wine the nad h sd | SIR Pe soa Ole God Le aa a): 
himself.2 kingdom aa rine receive for 25:34 ; The $or of man shat send | ing the GOSPEL Of the kingdom of|and taught, even thoueh in Mis syne lin : aE cence SE DEAN of EDESICOM: 
said to his “disciples, aon co een eunae anges: and they shall gather, God, and saying Hae tine is fulfilled, | was their own tradition, instead of his adie pak eniet Be thay LIne, the 
ye camnot come,” that “the heav go ane: ts Rn all things that offeng ang God Rove ajesty, or God’s|and his Father’s words, viz: their) trious aaa te e pare prsillits- 
even'the heavens ie the aan ‘ay é em whieh ¢o iniquity, and shall Angipted King eeocoached, repent |tradition is fhat the mghteous go to|l miracles more a rea the numerous 
the earth hath he given (by ae oh SrciThieies iuto a furnace of fire: there! ye ang dbabeve esr aspel.” Mark 1:14, | heaven when.they die; but the word| Jesus Cemdele arte y performed by 
to the children of men.” peters) ou e wailing and gnashing of teeth.) §Vho 45 this see of Abraham and of|says they are as/eep in Christ, to be| pfihisiublioneicices £1,commencement 
evident, is exclusively God's eu hey len oo eiRelote) shall the righteous} Davi¢, that’s t9 Save that promised | raised at his coming and received un-| object of pepo ny penaeredshiminne 
place and Apparently none ot Fyvetling | Pekae as tite een the kingdom land far an everlasting inheritance, and | to himself, 1 Thess. 4: 16; 1 Cor. 15:\ his fame neon fy Fg ae APIAERE AED 
allowed there but his onl hers are he ee Father. —Matt. 13:41-43. “ possess the gate of his enemies,” (that | 16-22. ae CEE een Bees all judea and the 
Suatandnie angele ees hegotten | T! é act that Jesus brings our reward | is, conquer and rule them?) Ans.—| Their tradition is, that the kingdom ae ap) ae Bete ae it (Matt. iv. 
But jesus says to Riettccligemtecn es with mn heaven, shows that it is] ‘ Now.to Abraham and his seed were|is up in heaven “beyond the bounds| ple Sean dae ‘on ns 1 SOE ee 
will come again (to earth) aA re I We rg ee for us, and also shows the promises made. He saith not, And| of time and space.” ‘but,the word says, Macaah Helis lees thatshesteeathe 
you unto myself that ane receive | that we do not go there to receive it.|to thy seeds, as of many; but es of|it is to be on the earth, u#ger the whole | jacs were : Tat reputed gsmon: 
Ng ’ where I am/|In harmony with this 1s what Paul says lacs were only subject .to epileptic fits 


‘The demoniac in th 

f Go ; ’ > de é€ countr 

be Ye reject the commandment | of the Gergesenes called him * she Son 

of God that ye may keep your own \ of God” (Matt. viii 29). And we ar 
? ; : e 


| tradition.” Mark 7: 6-9. ‘They will say | told that demons (demoniacs) cried out 

































































ou may ” Jat - one,” And to thy seed which is| heaven. Dan. 7: 27; Matt. 6: ro. ; : 

that scrote: __ This shows|to Timothy, as follows: “I am now| CHRIST.” Gal. 34-16. Their edition that man hee an luke ne oe) andsconseauenty might 
pee eee eceives his follow- ready to be offered, and the time af my What then is Christ’s rule or king-| immortal soul,” a term not once found in EOE ti, USS COM OR IEEE 
is arth, instead of heaven. | departure (dissolution) is at hand. I Standings lke OLDE T mene WiC aanOge 


dom, the kingdom of God which he hath | the Scriptures. 


; : But the word says, | fi 2 : 
given to David and his sons by a_cove- 5D) HAESLIETe DCP DOD BAEC wi nC maLBer 


man s ivi s es : 
nant? Ans.— The Lord God shall| “ San aac See am rae ee aay 2 ai fig 
give unto him the throne of his father| ‘Their tradition 1s that man has: a hee Lae tPEBE pe seo ed 
David, and he shall reign over the| never-dying soul. But the word says ; oie Hive in tithe ee. 
house of Jacob forever, and of his|the soul that sinneth shall die. Eek’ ed as pies Oe ee se aeey i ae 
KINGDOM there shall be no end.”| 18: 4, 13. sonar waite AREA Cou 
renee Ae, oR ih Reteadien: j while they are well, they are to 
1: 32, 33 : _ Their tradition is, that the wages of | be esteemed as being there own menin all 
How is it that the gospel of Christ—|sin is eternal life in misery or hell. | respect, ew are so littl th 
that the glad ee of this Kingdom But fe word says, ‘the wages of sin is| with persons of this sort n ee 
—is the power of God unto salvation | death.’ Rom. 6: 23. Bee cpap dasinsalite ane 5st 
tO EVERY. .Q9E that believeth? Ans.—| Their tradition is, that the wicked are | not only Paar ear et sate sents 
“He thit believeth and is baptized] to be punished with endless misery or | fecting there understandi il 
shall be saved—observing’ all things|torment. B y sate fede etre 
qu 4 t g g ut the word says, they | quick, except perhaps on a single sub- 
whatsoever I (Christ) have command | ‘‘shall be punished with everlasting | ject and leaving them on ail others in 
ed.” Matt. 28: 19, and Mark 16: 16. destruction.” “The second death.” | the full possession of themselves. 
How inust this gospel or glad tidings| 2 Thess. 1: 9; Rev. 21: 8. Now, might not d i long ‘be- 
be received or believed in order to be| Their tradition i ea eae eect ces 
or s, that the dead | fore they were seized with their disor- 
saved by it? ANs.—‘‘Verily I say un-| know more than when alive. But the} der, learn in common with others, the 
to you, whosoever shall not receive the| word says, “the dead know not any high character of the Messiah "then 
kingdom of God as @ Jittle child, he| thing.” Eccl. 9; 5. universally expected? And in their: 
shall not enter therein.” Mark zo: 15. Their tradition is, that the righteous|intervals of sanity, so very com: 
How is it that the Saviour, the king| dead are alive up in heaven, But the}mon to persons of a disordered 
of this kingdom, says, ‘“Many J say un-| word says, they “shall be made alive at| understanding mizht they not hear 
to you, will see& to enter in, and shail} his (Christ’s) coming.” 1 Cor. 15:23. |of the fame of Jesus as the expect- 
not be able?” Luke 13: 24. Ans.—It| Their tradition is, that he that getteth | ed» Messiah, which was spread ‘in all 
is because they do not seek aright. | religion and continueth faithful shall be | places before they made any acknowl 
They do not ‘‘seek first the kingdom|saved. But the word says, “he that| edgement of his character? Itisindeed 
of God and his righteousness,” and| believeth the gospel and is baptized | scarce possible that they could be ig- 
seek it as a little child. Matt. 6:33. It|shall be saved. ~~ | norant of him, because in general they 
is because they do not find the way—| Their tradition 4s, that it is necessary | were under no confinement. One of 
“because straight is the gate, and nar-|to believe in the Trimty; mot once/ those whose testimony to Christ is par- 
row is the way, which feadeth unto life, found in the scriptures. But the word| ticularly mentioned above, was in the 
and few there be that find it.’ Matt. 7:| Says, “there is but one God, the Father, | synagogue, a p'ace of public worship. 
(over. of whom are all things; and one Lord} With respect to another, who was in 
What is this righteousness of God, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things.”|the country of the Gergesenes, it can- 
this narrow way of righteousness that|1 Cor. 8:6. One God, and one only|not seem extraordinary that he should 
a person must seek for, in order to get begotten Son of God. | be acquainted with the character and 
into the kingdom? Ans.— For I say| The tradition is, that their Chris-|fame ‘of Jesus, 1f we consider that 
unto you, that except your righteous- tian’s hope is the hope of going to} Christ had heretofore preached upon 
ness shall exceed the righteousness" of heaven at death. But the word says it | the borders of his cauntry, and been fol-- 
the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in| is “the hope of the promise made of| lowed by crowds from it, who would 
no case enter into the kingdom of God unto the fathers ”—the one “hope | not fail to publish the miraculous, 
heaven.” Matt. 5: 20. It must be “the | set before us” in the one gospel, and | cures which Christ performed, either 
righteousness of God which 1s “by faith called “the hope of the gospel,” Col. | upon themselves or upon others in. 
of Jesus Christ, unto all and upon all|t: 233 Acts 26:6; Heb. 6: 13-18, their presence, amongst whom many 


; etre 

Lite a there they will be also, | have fought a good fight, I have finish- 
WM € he in heaven ayain, after com-| ed my course, I have kept the faith : 
ing back to the earth to receive his dis-| henceforth there is laid up for me a 
ciples ? No ; for He shall, according | crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
to promise, “sit upon the throne of His| the righteous Judge, shall give me at 
father Davtd and reign over the house | that day (the day of Christ’s appearing): 
of Jacob (the Jews) FOREVER.”| and not to me only, but unto all them 
a ey long shall this Kingdom last ?:| also that love his appearing.”—Tim. 
f 1s Kingdom there shall be 29| 4:8. From this tt is evident that Paul 
nd.”—Luke 1:30-33; Dan. 2:44,;(did not expect to go to heaven to get 
7:13, r4, 18, 22,.27. Jesus now sits|his crown, but, on the contrary, it was 
jon God’s throne—Rev. 3:21. But hej to be laid up in store for him and all 
jhas promised those who overcome that | those who love the appearing of Christ 
he will grant them to sit with him on|on this earth again, in which day they 
jus throne (or have power and authority | will receive their crowns, For “the 
wwith him) “even,” he says, “as I also} Land Jesus Christ shall judge the quick 
overcome, and am sit down with my and the dead at his appearing, and his 
father in his throne.”—-Rev. 3:21. | kingdom.”—Tim. 4:1.° So let us, fike 
: ‘Jesus said unto them (his disciples), | Paul and all the Christians in his day, 
Verily, I say unto you, That ye “look for that blessed hope, and the 
qvhich have followed me, in the regener-| glorious appearing of the great God 
ation (when iis that?) when the Son of!and our Saviour Jesus Christ: who, 
man shall sit in the throne of his glory, | g2ve himself for us, that he might re- 
_ye shall sit upon twelve thrones judg- deem us from all iniquity, and purify 
ing (or ruling) the twelve tribes of Is-| Unto himself a peculiar people, zealous 
rael, And every one that hath forsak-|0f good works. These things speak 
en hguses, or brethren, or sisters, or} 2nd exhert.”—Titus 2:13-15.  “ Lay 

father, or mother, or wife, or children, | "P treasure for yourselves in heaven * 
or lands, for my name’s sake, shall in- * for where your treasure is there will 
: herit everlasting life.’—Matt. 19:28, 29. | Your, heart be also.”—Matt, 6:20, 21. 
& From these Scripture quotations, itis| “Set your affection on things above, | 
/ . evigjent that David’s throne, which is to| 29t on things on earth. For ye are 


be gecupied by Jesus forever, is to be| dead, and your life is hid with Christ in 
God (who art in heaven). When 


the throne of his glory; for if he sits 

on his father David’s throne, for ever, Christ, who is our life, shall appear, 
and of his kingdom there shall be no| then (not before) shall ye also appear 
end, he cannot therefore sit on any with him in glory.”—Col. 3:1-4. 

other throne Now, David's throne, 
;all must admit, was on earth, and in 
Jerusalem, Palestine, or the land .of 
Canaan, that land which was promised 
Abraham and his seed (Christ and all 
those in him by faitn—Gal. 3:16, 24-29). 
As the time of the fulfillment of the 
Promises to the righteous are so closely 
connected with the reign of Christ 


















































4. 


a 


———_—___————_———. 
A. Few Questions Answerad. 


Who are those that have no hope and 
are without God in the world? 

ANSWER.—AIll who are “‘ strangers to 
the cavenants of promise, Raving no hope 
and without God in the world.” (Eph. 
li, LX, 12. } 


a 


L. C. THomas. |were demoniacs (Matt. tv. 24, 25). 


on the throne of his glory, it is of great 


throne of his glory. We have the an- 
Siver to this momentous question by 


lows : e When the Son of man shall 
come tn his glory, and all the holy an- 
gels with him, THEN shall he sit upon 
This pre-' 


i. 


interest to know when he shall sit in the 


Christ himself, in Matt. 25:31, as fol- 


the throne of his glory.” 
cludes the idea that’ Jesus is now sit-’ 


ting upon the throne of his glory, or’ 
will do so before he comes to this earth, 
again. 
“ But,” say you, “what has all this’ 


to do with the words of Christ, com- 
posing the caption to this article?” 
Simply this: What we have quoted 
from the Scriptures shows plainly that 
the words referred to cannot be under- 
stood in the popular sense, that is, that 
they teach that good people go to heay- 
en at death tobe rewarded. Proverbs 
11:31 confutes this error emphatjcally, 
which reads as fcllows : ‘Behold, the 
righteous shall be xgcompensed #7 fhe 
earth ; much more the wicked and the 
sinner. Now, cannot the reader see 
that, notwithstanding the fact that our 
reward may be great in heaven, neyer- 
theless we may receiye it in the earth 
without the necessity of any gne but 
Christ going to heaven. And this js 
just what our Lord teaches in the many 
‘Passages we have quoted, and emphati- 
rally so in this one: “ Behold 7 came 
auickly (suddenly), and my reward ts 
with me, to giaeevery manaccording as his 
work shall be.”—Rev. 22:1¢. Accord- 
ing to this ng man gets his reward until 
Jesus comes tq earth again; He 1s then 
clothed with gower and authority to 
distribute rewards to his followers ac- 
fording to their merits. This power 
and authority are given him by his heav: 
enly father. We understand, then, 
that our “treasure,” or reward, is 'n 






What are the covenants of promise? 
Ans,—“‘In the same day the Lord 
made a covenant with Abraham, saying, 
Unto thy seed have I given this land 
from the river of Egypt unto the great 
river, the river Euphrates. * * And 
Iwill establish my covenant between 


‘me and thee, and thy seed after thee, 


in there generations, foran everlasting 
covenant, to be a God unto thee and 
thy seed after thee. And I will give 
unto thee and to thy seed after thee, 
the land wherein thou art a stranger, all 
the land of Canaan for an EVER- 
LASTING possession; and I wil be 
their God * * and thy seed shall 
possess the gate of his enemies ; and in 
thy seed shal! all the nations of the 
earth be blessed.” Gen. 15: 18. and 76; 
7, 8. and 22: 17, 18. and Heb. rr: 8- 
16. 

“ Be ye mindful always of his covenant ; 
the word which he comanded to a thous- 
and generations, even the covenant 
which he made with Abraham, and _ his 
oath unto Isaac, and hath confirmed 
the same to Jacob for a law, and to 
Israel for an everlasting covenant, say- 
ing, Unto thee will I give the land of 
Canaan, the lot of your inheritance,” 
Chron, 16; 15-18. 

Also the coygnant with Davjn.—2 
Sam. 7: 8-19. ‘‘Ought ye not to know 
that the Lord God of Israel gaye the 
KINGDOM over Israel to David for- 
ever, even to him and his sons {Christ 
and all who are ## Christ—Jesus and 
his brethern) by a covenan#.” 2 Chron. 

12: 5-8 “Then will I establish the 
throne of thy kingdom, according as I 
have covenanted with David thy father, 
saying, There shall not fail thee a man 
to be ruler in Israel.” 2 Chron. 7: 18. 
He hath made me (David) an _ everlast- 
ing covenant, ordered in all things and 
sure; for this 1s al my salvation, and 
all my desire.” 2 °aAM, 23% 5y 





























them that believe,” (Rom, 3: 22~26) 
that is, faith in Christ by believing his 
gospel—“‘ the glad tidings of the king- 
dom ”—(Luke 8: 1) and being baptized 
into the saving name for the remission GHAPTER Il. 
of sins—justification or-righteousness. 1 praceed to solve the several objec- 
What ifa person does not believe tions which have been urged against 
this only gospel of Christ? Ans.— He | the foregging explication of the Gos- 
that believeth not shall be condemn-j pei demoniacs. *That the persons 
ed.” spoken of in the New Testament as 
Who of every Nation 1s accepted of demoniacs were really such, many 
God? Ans.—‘In every nation he! haye attemped to prove; Ist. From 
that feareth God and worketh right- what was said and done by the demon- 
eousness is accepted with him.” Acts|jagsthemselyes. 2nd, From the destruc- 
10°35. tign of the herd of swine, which the de- 
What is it to work righteousness ?} mans are said to have entered, andstimu- 
Ans.—It is to have faith in the Lord] lated to an instantaneous _madness.. 
Jesus Christ (John 6: 29) by believing | And 3rd, From. the expressions used 
his gospel and ‘observing all things | by our Saviour in performing, and his 
whatsoever he has Commanded’?!—| disciples in recording, the cure of de- 
doing what he says. Why call ye me| moniacs. Under these three heads 
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which | may be comprised all the objections, 
I say?” Luke 6: 46. | drawn from the new Testament, against 
How is it that the many who are|the doctrine advanced in the preceding 
seeking to enter in and shall nat be| chapter. 
able, will say to the king “in that day, SECTION TI. 
Lord, Lord, have we not taught in _ thy From what was said and done by 
name, and done many wonderful works ? the demoniacs themselves some have 
when he will say to them, I never knew concluded that they were inspired and 
you; depart from me ye that ork ini- assisted hy superior agents, such as de- 
quity,” instead of working righteousness | mons are commonly supposed to be. 
—instead of observing the things which | It must, however, be allowed (what 
I taught? Ans.— It is becquse their | seems to furnish a presumptive argu: 
teaching will have been contradictory to | ment against this opinign) that the New 
the teaching and doctrines of the| Testament never represents the lan- 


Possessed with Devils. 


id 








ne evidence of 4a 


hag said by the prophet Isaiah, “This | as | 
We are only therefore tq 


pegple (that 1s, the people who will say | agency, 
Lord, Lord, &c., for Isaiah was speaking | amine whether such agency can hej 
prophetically) draw near me with their} and certianly 
mouth, and their lips do honor me, but | themselves. 

have remaqved their heart far from me,| I.- -It is pleaded tat the 
and their fear towards me, is taught by | Anew and proclaimed Jesus t0 be Mes- 
the precept af men.” Isa. 29: 13. And | siat. The man with an unclean spirit 
as Christ himself said, quoting Isaiah ;|1n the synagogue at Capernaum, said, 
“Tn vain do they worship me teaching 
for doctrines the commandments of Jesus of Nararcth ? 


demontacs 


T know thee wh 







Saviour and the entire Scriptures. God | guage and behaviour of the demaniacs, | 7ay 
u LF ash 6 a supernatyral | Though she laboured under a melan- 


ex- | choly, or some species 
ustly | might be informed, either by attending 
inferred from the facts} the preaching of St. Paul, or by con- 


Weare to consider farther, that, violent 


jas the man’s disorder was at certain 


seasons, he had intervals of sanity at 
certain periods, as is clearly implied in 
its being said the spirit had oftentimes 
caught him (Luke viii. 27): for if his 
disorder often? returned, it must have 
often left him. 

If I might be allowed to prepese a 
conjecture, I would observe that per- 
haps the demoniacs would run into the 
common opinion concerning Jesus as 
the promised Messiah more eagerly than 
persons of a cooler judgment; the lat- 
ter being struck with some contrary 
appearances in his character (such as 
the poverty of his condition, and the 
spiritual nature of his doctrine), which 
escaped the attention of the former, 
who, for this reason, with greater con- 
fidence saluted him under his high 
character, agreeably to the first 1mpres- 
sion which his miracles made on the 
minds of all men. This seems to me 
much more probable than that internal 
spirits should freely and zealously assert 
the divine claims and spread the glory 
of Jesus as the Messiah, _ ae 

The foregging observations are, In & 
great measure, applicable to the case of 
the Pythaness at Philippi who for several 
davs together followed Paul and crying 
out, ‘Zhese men are the servants of the 
Most Hich God, which shez unto us the 
of salvation” (Acts xvi. 17). 


of insanity, she 


versing with others, what the apostle 
and hiscompanions professed themselves 
to be. ‘The strong impression which this 
information made upon her mind, will 
easily account for this woman’s conduct 


“What have we ta do with thee, thou \in following them from day to dav in 


the manner here related, especially <f 














we add that, under a melancholy, the 
mind is always fixed on one object. con 
The honourable testimony she bore to | might, upon the same principle, com- 
Paul could not be the effect of the spirit 
of Python or Apollo; because it tended 
to disparage himself and the whole 
tribe of heathen deities. If you say it| his hearing com do 
was the devil who bore this testimony | to the spirits that (in his opinion) actu- 
to Payl, you will find it more difficult 
still to account for this zeal for truth in 
the father of lies; because this testi. 
mony, as it would appear to proceed | prehensions, 
from one of their own gods, would have | his mind; and1 : 
great weight with the Gentiles. Nor/to him at all in that state, was it not 
was any evil spirit constrained to bear | proper to speak according. to his con- 
this testimony to Paul; for the apostle ceptions, and in the manner most likely 
was grieyed at it, and in order to put a/tobe attended with success? Indeed, 
stop to it, cured ‘/her disorder (Acts xvi. |if Ghrist had addressed the demonjac, 
18). ‘This brings us to examine another 
objection against our idea of posses- sidered as speaking to the demon, as 


sions. 


II.—It 1s urged that Christ comman-| Jesys asked a possessed person, What 
ded the denfis (demons) not to adtscover 
him. ‘This objection properly belongs 
to the third general argument in favour} merely the origin of evil spirits, regard- 
of real possessions, and is introduced | ed the question as proposed to them, 
here only on account of its near affinity | and, under this impression, replied, Ay 


to the preceeding article. 


In order to solve this difficulty it will 
be necessary to recollect the idea which | ciplestodeclarehim openly to bethe Mes- 
the ancients entertained concerning de-j siah (leaving men to collect it at leisure 
moniacs, It hath been observed al-| from the evidence that was set before 
ready, that the demons within them] them) that he might not draw after him 
were supposed to occupy the seat of the 
fuman soul, and to form allits functions} Jews, who mistaking the nature of his 
in the body, During his possession, 
the demoniac himself was silent ; it was attemped, to take him by force and 
the demon alone that spoke in him, 
Whateyer was done by the former was} temper were not prepared to receive 

attributed to the impulse of the latter. 
Demoniacs were not only regarded byjand their following Christ in large 
others, byt generally conceived of them- | crowds, in order to advance him to the 
selves, ag speaking and acting under the throne of David, must have given um- 
influence of the spirits by which they|brage to the Roman government, or 
believed themselves possessed, or as| atleast afforded the Jewish rulers, filled 
being those very spirits. At least, 
everything they said and did correspon- 
aed to their apprehensions of the sen-| treason. Now, the same prohibition 
timgnts and inclinations of the indwell- 
ing demons, being themselves indeed | (andalso to many others), it was epual- 
(in their own imagination) nothing more | ly properto give to the demonjacs, whose 
 ¢han their organs of speech and actions. 
Hence the demons and the demoniacs 
were often, in common speech confoun- 
ded together; both were described un- 
der the game term, and the same act| exalted opinion of him. 


was referred indifferently to either. St. 


Chrysostom, in the passages cited from checking the zeal of the demeniacs, it 
him above, at one time represents ¢e| probably was the desire of leaving no 
‘demons as saying they were the'soul of|room for the specious pretence that 
such a monk ; though at another time} there was a secret agreement between 
he ascribes this to the demontacs. In- 
stances of same manner of speaking | judged to be so eager in applauding 
are to be foynd in the Gospel. St. Mark,|him. Christ,s refusal of (what was 


on one occasion, says (Mark ii. rr) 
* Unclean spirits, when they saw Jesus, 
fell down before him and cried; saying, 


gecasion (Mark y. 6, 7) similar to this, 


be possessed by him, as seeing Jesus, 


them away out of the country.” By St. 
Luke (vill. 31) in the parallel passage, 


it is said the demons besought him, that| to speak falsehood than truth. 


he would net command them to go out 


tnto the deep. ‘The request to enter the | could not be mere madmen, because 
swine is, by three evangelists, referred | they argue with Christ in a very rational 
fo the demons (Matt, viii. 31, Mark y.| manner, and speak to better purpose 
¥2, Luke vii. 32), On all these occa-|than the bulk of those that were in 
_ ions the demoniacs were the only per- | their senses. 


sons whospoke to Jesus ; of them alone 


it is true that they saw him and fell|upon the behaviour of the Gadarene 
‘down before him. Nevertheless, de-|demoniac, Jet us inquire how far it 
moniacs having been ancieutly consider-| agrees with the superstition of his being 
ed as the mere organs of evil spirits, it| directed and assisted by superior intel- 
was no YRcommon thing to ascribe to| ligences in all that he said anddid. tr. 
the latter what was said and done by the| When the demoniac saw Jesus afar eff, 
former. The evangelists, we have seen, | Ae ran fo meet him. Was not this con- 
_ adopted this phraseology, and referred | duct absurd on the common _ hypothe- 
to demons the acts of demoniacs: and|sis? The uncleaned spirit dreaded 
therefore, when they tell us “that Jesus | nothing as much as being expelled and 
suffered not the demons to say that they| tormented by Jesus, and yet’ hastens 
new him to be the Messiah,” they are| into his immediate presence, instead of 
to be understood, of the men possessed | flying from it. 2. In the next place, 
by them, Those are the persons who| ‘He demontac fell down before Jesus, and 
published Christ’s character; and on| worshipped him. Did the devil, under 
this account iqight be enjoined silence. | whose influence he is supposed to act 
If you stili contend that it was not to| hope, by his external homage, to de- 
the person possessed but the spirit sup-| ceive the Son of God into a good opin- 
posed to be within hins, that Ghrist ad-| ion of him, ar to bend him to a com- 
dressed this injunctions yet {t must] pliance with his proposals? 3. When 
have been designed to have {ts effect | Christ said, What ts thy name? how 
upon the former, rather than upon the | rediculous is the answer, in case it was 
latter, who was most effectually silenced | returned by the unclean spirit: Jy 
by being ejected. In reality, it is a| ame ts legion; for we are many / Sup- 
inatter of little moment whether the| pose that isa large army, either a pri- 
restraint was laid on the demoniaes or| yate soldier, or the officer from all the 
not ; for if Christ, in mere conformity | other soldiers and officers in the army?* 


to the accustomed modes of speech (as 


God to bear it, and at the same time 
Thou art the son of God.” Onanother| serves to condemn the conduct of those 
f imposters that afterward swarmed in the 
the same evangelist represents, not the | Christian church, who laid so great a 
unclean spirit, but the man supposed to| stress upon the pretended confession 
; ) made by demons, and even claimed a 
worshipping him (or falling down before | power of exforting it against. there in- 
him) (Luke yiii. 28) and crying *What|clination and interest, The frequent. 
have I ta do with thee, Jesus, thou Son|\and confident appeal to these confes- | 
of the Most High God?” Inthe sequel | sions, which the Father makes, do them 
' of the history of this demoniac, we are|no credit, and were without doubt re- 
told by St. Mark (y, 10) that he ‘de-| ceived with contempt by men of under- 
sought Jesus much that he would not send | standing : for if demons are wicked and 
lying spirits, as they are generally sup- 








THE GOOD NEWS, 



































































will be shewn below in the third section) 
commanded demons to come out ; he 


viour of the devil (\f he was the demon |in such cases) pe ‘ps : nf i i 
' a8 | g personatedthe demon by|and the information he gai 
here spoken of ), when Christ ordered | whom he thought himself inspired Hed the intervals of. his sanit 5 Bie he 
his 4o come out of she man, of whom he | spoke if ; himse i ! interp # as 
1 ; I as if he was himself that very | truth is, that the interpreters 
had taken possessj One moment | de ; y 5, DEETPIELEersy £0 SUDO 
@ssion. oment}demon, Now, his conduct is the nat- | afayoritehypothesis, ascribeto him s : 
he disclaims the authority of Jesus, and] ural result of the principles and im- d sag ite I oe 
resents his undertaking to eject him. | pressions her lained loka etGeh MECIC al eee ga 
WHA Ri Le ae RS aD SeUcEP ained, and of a dis-|the history itself will warrant us to 
AE eet 0% Adela n ered un erstanding. pronounce him disodered in his under. 
Clee ie tole a i ne Be next PeISEO DS at a distance the company, | standing; and they force a rational con. 
‘knowledges his power over|at the head of which was Jesus, the] s he ve -ircumstanc 
ra ha : aah ; ' » the | struction upon the very circumstances 
1 » and entreats him not to exert it: demoniac, then in the height of his| which seem to haye been mentioned 
Rise thee, I adjure thee by God, that| disorder, van to them, as he was wont by the evangelists with no other vi 
: selists w 2 view 
bau torment me not. Immediately after|to do to all passengers, whom he was | them to illustrate his insanity. 
he upbraids and reproaches him, and at| eager to assault; for we are told that| V. It hath been alleged eat de 
the Same time appears to expect some|he was exceeding fierce so that nv man niacs discovered AREA Pe IE 
effects of his displeasure: Ar¢ shou might pass that way. Our ser-| Thi =f is chi ; ote 
I Ly ur Lord obser- | This allegation is chiefl ed 
come hither to torment us before the time?|\ ving his approach, said, Come out\|thec é patio od a te iy 
Fie bath recousena ie sipolivcts ie ; mA the case of the demoniac under the forgo. 
eats ag ny pplication, | of the man, thou uuclean spirit (Mark y:| ing article, who had been often bound 
- eas coe that Me might not\8, Luke viti. 29). This language is by| with chains and fetters, and had as 
of the country, nor com-\two evangelist 3S Si ; 
manded to go out into the deep. To the | tt Hear c Znres8)y assigned BalOueD AUN) 
ee in e the reason of the demoniac’s address to The ancients, perhaps, were less skil. 
evil, we are told, “he whole world is\ Christ, and consequently prior to it;| ful th in the is 
: ;| ful than the moderns in the methods of 
but one place. Why then doth he dread | hence the demoniac concluded that the'| confining such unhappy persons; and 
é neat vanibhinent on o are peer who addressed him was the same | who is ignorant that mere Taaimee dis 
ag e country of Gadara y| who was so famed all over ae ¢ ; 
is he so uneasy at being cast out of|his power over Hetone: ee his Fee aie a eie ere netn Ona 
onelinan;ifshe Hathithe power ofventer: |shisecd fell d ? : raordinary . flow of animal Spirits, or 
ipped, or fell down before him, ac-\from some other cause, especiall 
ing another? Why doth he fear being | knowledging him to be ‘he Son of God.\ the most violent ys of he At 
sent into the deep or abyss ? Whatever | It is observable that some space of time d Sand st phere fe rate eae 
idea he had of this place, he deprecates | intervened between the command of ‘adie ae ike h i Ane PLB: 
an evil he had not been threatened with, | Christ and the cure of the demoniac He eu e re ee ee et ae 
and which, had it been threatened, he | though h i is Se ee nee ees ares sine 
id h atened, he|though on other occasions his com-| interposition of superior beings. 
could not hope to avert by his interces-} mands were instantly obeyed. Here| I cannot conclude this section with- 
sion, especially if he had asked, as some the execution of it was suspended, and} out taking notice of the case of the de- 
suppose he did, for leave to continue in|a conversation carried on with the de-| moniac at Ephesus, who is thought to 
that country, only for the sake of op-| moniac, to give the spectators, who were | have given proofs both. of power and 
posing Christ ? What is still more ex- strangers to him, an opportunity of knowledge more than human. To the 
traordinary, while under a dread of}deliberately observing his visage and | Jewish exorcists, who took upon them 
Christ, as his judge and avenger, who| behaviour (which manifested the great | fo call over those that had evil spirtts the 
could have remanded him to the abyss} disorder of his mind), as well as to| name of the Lord Jesus, the evil spirit 
for his past crimes, he asks for leave to | prepare the way for the event that im-| (that is, the man who was supposed to 
do further mischief, and to enter into a} mediately succeeded the cure of the} be possessed by him) said, Jesus I know 
large herd of swine ; desirous, it is pre- demoniac, No sooner, however, did| and Paul I know, but who are ye? T he 
tended, to bring an odium upon Jesus, Christ say, Come out, thou unclean spirit, \ historian adds And'the man in whom 
as the, author of the mischief. Could} than the demoniac was awed and check- | the evil spirit was lept upon them and 
the devil expect such a request to be|ed, as it was necessary he should, to} evercame them (Acts xix. 10-17). Be- 
granted Lastly, when he had procur-| prevent his doing mischief to the com-}fore this event, St. Paul, for the space 
ed for himself and his associates the} pany. But, instead of rejoicing in the} of two years had cured all sorts of diss 
quarters he desired, why did he, by de-| hope of deliverance from his present] eases, and ejected demons in the name 
stroying the swine, lay himself and the} misery, and being thankful to Jesus for} of Jesus, at Ephesus : how then could 
legion under the necessity of seeking|the favor designed him, he conceives}this demoniac be ignorant either of 
new ones, which, he acknowledges were | himself injured, is displeased and re-| Jesus or Paul? Moreover, the de- 
not, to be had in. that country without | monstrates : What have { to do with\ moniac finding that certain Jewish im- 
the consent of ur Saviour? Nay, he thee, thoy Son of the Mest High God?\postors yainly pretended to the power 
seems to have aske “leave to: enter the | Believing himself to be an evil demon, of expelling demons, and fancying him- 
eine with a further view} viz., to pre-| or that he was actuated by a demon, |self to be a demon, or possessed by 
vent his being sent immediately to the | speaking in and by him, he feels a dread one, his indignation and rage (accleia- 
place of punishment. How absurd of Christ’s power ; and, in the name ot | ting the motion of the blood and spirits), 
then was it to wilfully expose himself to| the demon, or his own He beseeches and) supplied him with new strength, andhe 
the evil he deprecated, by drowning the | adjures Christ not to torment him. . He | assaulted and vanquished the exorcists, 
whole herd? Would you, if you were} pleads with him that the time for the{who were not prepared to make a de- 
in your senses, pull down your hoyse in | punishment of wicked spirits was not yet | fence, and were disgraced and dispirit- 
which you wished and were allowed to}come; and seemingly upbraids him|ed by the public detection of their im- 
live, if you knew that whenever it was| with an intention of inflicting that pun-| posture. I he disappointment and dis- 
destroyed, you should for some past] ishment before the time. Then drop-|grace of these magicians served to 
crime be confined in a dreadful dun- ping the thought of the day of judg-| vindicate the credit af St. Paul's mira- 
geon and suffer upon the rack? On| ment, he expects some marks of dis-|cles, to create a high reverence of Jesus, 
the whole, I am not able to discern in | pleasure immediately, what he could} in conformation of whose divine auth- 
aly part of the demoniac’s behaviour | not tell, whether being banished from | ority they were performed, and to deter 
the signs. of extraordinary sagacity, such | that country, or drowned in'the sea, or] others from profaning his sacred name, 
as mark the agency of a spirit of celes-| sent to the abyss. Our Saviour to give | by using it only as a charm.t 
tial origin and therefore can see no| the spectators a still farther opportunity}. The more carefully I exanine the 
reason to believe that any such spirit] of observing the height of his distrac- language and behaviour of the New 
made use of the organs of man to carry | tlon, as well as for the other reason Just | Testament demoniacs, the more diffi. 
on a conversation with Jesus. now mentioned, continued the conver-| cult doth it appear to me to draw from 
On the céntrary the behaviour of the } sation, and asked him What ts thy\them a proof of the reakity of demoni- 
demoniac, from the view we have al- name? He answered, like a madman, acal possessions. I cannot discover in 
ready taken of it, appears to be that of| who thought himself possessed with a} them clear and certain marks of the 
a madman agreeably to the express rep- tuultitude of demons, or that he was interposition .of any superior agents, 
resentation of him in history. Nor is| one of the number, Jy name is legion | much less of infernal spirits, who cer- 
any one circymstance mentioned con- for we are many, more than six thou-| tainly could have no great zeal to assert 
cerning him inconsistent with this rep-|sand. He could not know that he was} the honour of their enemy and avenger, 
resentrtion. Here it should be obsery-| possessed by a single demon, much less | Ty word, if you will ascribe the con- 
ed that it was a common opinion | that he was possessed by a vast multi-| guct of the demoniacs to the agency of 
amongst the Jews, if not amongst all tude of demons ; but he spoke what} demons, you must allow that the latter 
the people of the East, in the belief of his disorder suggested ; and either fan-| acted out of character, and were as 
which the Gadarene demoniac must] cied himself to be a legion of demons, | mad as the demoniacs themselyes could 
have been educated, that the punish- | or ODE Aa oY ree pate nde be, 
ment of the spirits of wicked men| founds himself with those spirits under)  1¢ is vey astonishing to find writers of 
would not be completed till the judg-| whose influence he supposed himself to} sound judgment on other matters, inferring 
ment day. It must have been observed speak and act, Just at this instant, as} from this nue ws ue demonize or (as they 
farther, that Jesus had been long famed | his eyes wandered, he discerned at|suppese) of the devil, that the madman. was 
, th 2 : el ole cata ee really possessed by a great multitude, if net 
for expelling demons, and thereby exe1-| some distance a herd of swine; and, .yactly by a legion of devils. Is any credit 
cising an absolute power over then). agreeable to the false apprehensions he} due to the father of lies? Can there bea 
Nor is there any reason to suppose that| had of himself, said, // thou cast us out, | better reason for disbelieving anything, than 
: : : Z ay inte the herd of his affirming it to be trae? Could Christ de- 
this demonjac was a stranger to fame In suffer us to go away ; . sign to bring mankind te give Aim credit, and 
this respect; for though considerable | swine. A strange request for an 1M-| to ‘receive doctrines upen Ais testimony? If 
time had elapsed since his first seizure material being, a pure spirit, and On€| one demon alone can, as it is supposed he can, 
with madness, yet his disorder only re-| of celestial origin, to make! but not at/deprive a man of his sight and spect aie 
b hi 1s | all unsuitable to the character of a| hearing, and of his reason tvo, and do all this 
turned at certain seasons, with intervals fener ne eainineelntaid ina moment, why should a legion of demons 
of sanity between them, Everyone madman, that fancied himse to De, OF} ye employed, and lose that time which they 
knows that madmen are often distin-| that spoke in the name of an unclean might have spent in doing mischief elsewhere? 
guished by the quickness and acuteness spirit, who next to tombs ooes by| + Hence iE Appears that if this demoniac 
: Theil id in-| the bodies of dead men, cou nd out | was assisted by a supernatural power, this 
of their natural parts. Their Dee EG TNTATaTe sisGltente or more | assistance must have proceeded from God, not 
tervals sometimes lasts for a consider- : as } ' from the evil spirit who could have no other 
able time, and in some cases a single conformable to his ideas of himseif, aim than to lessen the credit both of our 
moment makes a vast alteration. Even| than the body of swine, Saviour and his apostle, Nor could a display 
under their disorder, they sometimes Were it possible to find outia:ration- | of, ths, power of tha damensonathis: occagion 
r ¢ ; ¢ al meaning for everything said by the produce any other effect than creating a sus- 
aa things atnrISne ANE eae sO 4 Tae RINE would not prove picion in the peeple, that Jesus and Paul wore 
than anything sal y the Gadarene| Ge oy i confederates with himself. If with this 
dabaeniae They reason rightly from | that he spoke by the suggestion of the | malicious view, he was willing to bear teati- 
oe v il: for snadmen sometimes Say) mony to Chrirt, what occasion was there for 
wrong principles, and appear seule Trav nate surprisingly just which is far} his being compelled to bear it by Ged! and 
ing and sober at the same tinje, especie | things § ie 5 my thi Weroniac would God favour his malicious yiews? The 
ally on different subjects, We must from being the case w! Eek “9 | occurrence related sooms to have been prori- 
add that the unhappy man, strongly | whose whole conduct seems to me [0 | dentially designed to bring disgrace upen tha 
tinctured withthe common opinion about correspond precisely to that of a mere | Jewish exorcists, che thereby \to answer the 
possessions, fancied himself really pos- facial eROBCer sy |LOSS aI RSs ee tee ne Ce RIGON Tee ) 
sessed ; nay, sometimes (as was usual] | which he had received trom education, Mt 


mand them to de stlent, Nor was any 
thing more likely to awe the demoniac 
himself into immediate silence, than 
such a command delivered 







ated him, by one so famed as Jesus was 
tor the power of contro!ling them. 
The language was adapted to his ap- 
and the disturbed state of 
dif Christ saw fit to speak 


he would nevertheless have been con- 
appears from the following factz—When 


is thy name? the man, conceiving of 
himself as an evil~ spirit, or as being 


name ts legion. 
Christ forbad his own immediate dis- 


an immense crowd of worldly minded 
kingdom, were disposed, and had once 
make hima king. Persons of such a 


the spiritual doctrines of the Gospel; 


with envy and hatred against him, an op- 
portunity of accusing him of sedition and 


which Christ gave to his own disciples 


confident persuasion of his being the 
Messiah, and warm gratitude to him for 
the benefit oftheir miraculouscure, would 
prompt them to proclaim their 


If Christ had any peculiar reason for 


him and those evil spirits, who where 


deemed to be) their testimony, is a full 
proof that they were not constrained by 


posed to be, they are much more likely 







III.—Some have said that demoniacs 













This assertion being chiefly founded 














TV, More absurd still was the beha- 
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of God. Just see hgw little of their|erican slavery. The “4me and place| 
wealth, and of their time, and of their} thege symbols are to occupy js al] 
talents, and of influence, professesd fol- | want. 





Dr. Benisch, a celebrated Jewish | such attempt upon th 
doctor, in a recent lecture, 


€ herd; for we 
Says the) haye seen, that bef 


we 
Those who hold that the ‘Little 





Te eae fality «of. ; ore the latter grew 
os “ine of the immortality: of the| mad. or ap sare ; isOrc 
Vance, “sof the] b ef God give to the | Horn” of Tpaniel vii. and viij. Symbo-|soul was first. intr< duced ; d g the he fi ks pe aUae! aXe disorder, 
‘opy fora yoar,.or.twelye numbers. $1. 00 lowers of the amD Qf God give Ke 1O'| ZY es * TEE hee cs : as st 9auced among the|t © former were restored to their right ” 
(One copy fora Hoary ornbwe ~"s5 00| honor and glory of a kingdom which is | lizes the papacy © ought to have learn-| Jews by the Sanhedrim, consequently | mind, or, in other words, the de 
. a yee Alea pars’ experience ¢ 5 at | Niel, alwoue hay sl aiA ; ‘ § r 
Address all communications and remit-| not of this world. Whenever Chris-|ed jn go years experienc and over that | they could not always have believed in| mons had /e/f the men before they /ook 
, ; ians shall, give themselves wholly co] they were on a “wild goOSe chase be-| such a doctrine,” Sv/ected, ossession of the . 
tances to A. Robinson tans shaily g ! = ; ‘ent vt the swine. The men, 
ul 3 Rodksaller Ke ithe work of God and shall make all! fore this date ; some twenty years Was | therefore 
ss Xe, 
Belleville, Ont., Canada. 


, if the words of the evan 
are to be our guide, neither droy 
attempted to drive 


they have entirely tributary to the will 


sufficient for me. The ten horns (or 
of God, may they expect “fa perpetual 


gelists 
kings) have not yet arose, hence the 


nor 


Possessed with Devils, 
SECTION TI, (a.) 


“9 
Any one wishin ¢to make donations for the 








the herd into the sea 
" J > ’ 
aye) Meee: : anc ‘rma- | eleve x iS . are i 

extouded Civeulation of the paper can do so, | Pentecost” and thorough and eat eleventh horn on keing I ae ruse, us ( Had the spectators seen them engaged 
and the money will be faithfully applied) nent reproduction of apostolic Chrigtian- | you will not consider this act, then go A farther argumeut in favor of real |in such a m 

a 

(so that purpose. 


ad and mischievous att 
not have 
mons had left them, 
and | them 


ity. “If judgment begins at the house! the full length of your chain ; but it is 
of God, what shali the end be of them my ardent desire that you will not bring 
who obey not the gospel of the Son of|\up a confirmed infidel, for such teach- 


Tr 


empt 
thought the de- 
but considered | 


| Possessions is taken from the distruc- they would 
| tion of the herd of swine, which the de- 
| moniacs are said to have entered, 


We do not Wish it understood that we on- 
dlorse every expression that may be used in 
. he “ . . 1" 

articles clipped from other publications. The 


still as possessed madmen Th | 
| ; , = . ~ - £ 
: fhe. ing is fast swelling their ranks, |Stimulated to instantaneous madness. history, it is certain, doth e l 
articles adap Pablics > te God: > . ‘ 2 : | mae ae 3 : Teed ’ ot Cxpress 
for thir pee to articles written by others —__¢——_-__—. Phat vast territory with its teeming | T’his case is considered by some.‘as a) ascribe the oestriction “of Be ing 
. OR'BAY Yet tee! berivi, What Kings? millions must be broken to pieces by | decisive proof of the power of Cemons, | not to their peing driven by 
WE BELIEVE: 


the demon- 


a terrible period of wars; famines and the entrance of demons into 


plagues, as brought to view under the 
opening of the seven seals, trumpets, 


| both over the human and _ brutal race, | Zacs, but to 
and is thought even to have been pur-| them, or to their being seized with the 
| Posely designed, by Providence to con-|same disorder from which the men 
In the second chapter of Daniel we and vials of wrath, : ape bo view | rates us of this principle, and to refute Pecans and which was thought 
have a clear description given of a cer-| 1" Revelation Wievang? Obarerds ug 1s| the opposite Chump ps : eo) 9 caused by demons. The evange- 
Wave saa 5: : ecede | What we may properly cal) # the judg-| ‘To enervate this argument, Dr. Sykes | lists, even supposing them to have 
PUB PUREE 23 Gon These. see ae ment stone period” of Séven years on suggested, and Dr, Lardner 

‘the king : are | 







1.— Phat there is but one Living God. 

2.—That Jesus the Messiah is His only 
pegollen Son. 

3.—That the Holy Spirit i3 an agency pro- 
ceeding from tho Father and permeates all 
chings according to God's will ; and by which 
He accomplished His numberless and mighty 


BY ZENAS Bb. CHASE, 


Works. 
4.—That w 
ayould have no 
life; but would become “‘as though 
Hot Leon,” 
o:—VThat man is’ mortal—wholly—‘ 
aud soul and body,’ 


we might have life—eternal. 
. ._ @.—TVhat He was buried’ “and was raised 
the third day for our justitication ;” and now 
sitteth at the right hand of God in heaven. 
§.—That He will coime again, without sin 
olfevin s, unto salvation, or to save, 
9.—That eternal life will be bestowed only 
on Gherighteous; “in the age tocome,” 
10.—That the future everlasting, abode ol’ 
the righteous will be Ou this earth ; restore 
tu its Edenic stiute, 
11.—Thac Jesus as the heir of David's 
throne will restore the Jews to their land aud 





with the saints as joint-hoirs with Him of the! the bill. 


garth, will rule this world in righteousness ; 
When the ltingdoiis of this world (Lusiios) 
will become the kingdome of var Lord and | 
dns qnoinged, + creo Lt ee 
_-12.—That vhe promises made by Gol to 
Abraliam aud his seed willbe fullilled in the 
~ setting-up of tie Kingdomof God on earth. 
13.—Phat the only 
Welfare of humenity 
Gol’s Kingdom cn e 
14.—That the 
and Apostles, was 
dom of God; 
with the 


Apostles, 


15.—That a ] 
Gospel, and the 
as well as obe 
salvation, 

16.—That immersion (horn of water) into 
His name, for the remission of sins, is essen- 
tat, and is a saving ordinance, 

17'—That there will be a resurrection of 
the just and unjust, 

18.—That the wicked w 
with everlastip 
xd branch.” — . 
~ 19.—Phat the wages (punishment) of sin is 
death” —literal death. - 

20.—That there is a hell—s/ol. 

21’—That there are satans, 
* eVils—the Bible’ kind. ~~” 

The above are the 
advocated by Tur 
wil reeeive attenti 


lope of the everlasting 
. . e . wil 
is the establishinent df 
wth, 

gospel preached hy Jesus 
the gov news of the King- 
convected after his ascension 
name of Jesus the Christ, by the 


teamy belief (faith in the 
thins connected therewith, 
dienes thereto, is necessary for 


ill “‘be punished 


§ destruction,” “burat up root 


devil, and 
principal ponts of doctrine 
GoopNews, all of which 
on from tiie to time. 

e 





4, Perpetual Pentecost, 


In the Christian Leader under the 
above head we find the foliowing prac 
tical thoughts : 
There never wil! be 
Pentecost” (and this wes 
lyto our own brethren in | 
apostolic honesty, 


“a perpetual 
ay emphatical- 
darticular) until 
apostolic sincerity, 
apostolic zeal, apostolic self-denial and 
apostolic aggressiveness, . with corre- 
sponding humility and simplicity of man- 
“hers, are made the bugden of our lives ; 
not until there shall be more personal 
consecration, more sybordination of the 
things of this life to the demands of 
the kingdom. of God, and not until 
our wealth and our talents and our 
time shall be made absolutely _ tri- 
butary to the behest gf the King im- 
mortal.and invisible ; not until there 
shall be exhibited far less pride, far legs 
self-indulgence, far less of the yain 
pomp offthis world; not until Chris- 
tians shall “seek first (qnd last, and ql 
the time) the kingdom of God and_ his 
righteousness ;” uptil Christigns 


not 
eease to seek after the high places in | 
where they spend 


| 


Cxesar’s kingdom, 
their means for popularity and human 
glory, and where to gratify false ambi- 
tion, they spend their time 
thus making a Christi 
aud subordinate to 


| 





' 

| 
and talents, | 
an life secondary | 
the great purpose 


ee 


ithout the Son of God, humanity 
chance whatever for future 
they had 
spirit 


G.—That our Lord and Saviour died that 


‘This position is takep as granted with- 







. eye 1rAC ro 4 x ¢ 
in number, and.are familiar to almost | the four empires of p Phecy now con 
very school boy. They are described | Solidated as before mentioned into one 
every sc : se RR Stine ieee | 
by an “Image” of a human form in| (See Rev. xii). This will be the equi- 
Y eX ; This | Valent of ‘a reconstructed image to 
four consecutive metallic parts. This pice Wien 
‘“Image’s head was of fine gold, his iit eet ieee! pike oes iste 
breast and his arms of silver, his belly oh om . ‘ HANG Tan re ii ‘ a 
and sides of brass, his legs of iron, his | Yes 17 formation from” head to» foot, 
feet part of iron and part of clay.” —If| from east to west, Thisis exactly the 
- : ‘ “J F ji U | “Se 2} =) ' ~ le 
we had no guide but human authority a Bias are ise! ee erepased 
id . ws a * 
it would be very difficult to determine |? es eb ae i ie ean an : rE 
what events fill this Prophecy, but this oie ki i aa ae ri ‘Nes 
very chapter gives avclear description of | $ a ayes avi = ia 5 a sa 
gf the four successive empires to precede | Stroke instead of th rand the hea 
eater mMeryalios en srst | Of Gold-Babylon; comes last, Such 
the kingdom of God, Babylon the first | 9. play oe, ie 
onthe list, Nebuchadnezzar standing | W'ters give atcompleté reversal of the 
[the representative head or father of | Order of events from those of prophecy, 


| tuur universal empires with Media-Per-|Ought mot such teachers to be. first 


| 


sia, Grecia and Rome which exactly fills pat Bean : Sh cee must 
In the 7th of Daniel we have a Gack & baie a Judgment- 
7 : rocious | Stone” to sinite it Z*s#ion the iron sec 
as clec scribe 2rocious 
eget SSCP SOUT, EP tent. tion (Western and: central Europe) 
beasts to symbolize the same évents i ae: Beckie oie 
exactly.. ‘hese Beasts are described eet tien yr ae "i Fass se 
‘first like a.Lion, second like. a, Bear, if Penden vi te et pel PTeaS an 
third like a Leopard, fourth “ dyeadful | the golden heat grea Se renee 
and termble and strong exceedingly,” |€™mporium of the east—Babylon, ‘and 
This beast has ten horns, and another | great Babylon comes in remembrance 
‘Littles Horn” which waxes exceeding before God.” ° Flere ends the reign of 
great, and in the days of these kinus | Anti-Christ and’ the kingdom of God 
Fay elect are i “| will be established Amen 
(What Kings?) the God of heaven] : : 
shall set up a kingdom. Dan. ji: qq. [Although we give this article space, 
Weare told by modern writers and|we cannot endorse it as a whole; es- 
nearly all commentators that these 1o| pecially the idea that the image of Ne- 
kings were ro kingdoms into which | buchadnezzar’s dream is to be recon- 
the Roman government was divided... structed ].—Eprror, 





out a OmMeDt sa reflection. cae the Immortally of tho Soul. 
Prophecy says ‘‘kings” not kingdoms eee 
ret Sie Airs the Wactoon the. case. Dr. Parkhust, a distinguished He- 
Rome was never governed by “a king” brew and Greek lexicographer, says: 
and then his kingdom divided into 10] 1 he Hebrew word nephes/ is a noun, 
kingdoms as claimed? The senate} 2nd is supposed to signify the aes 
form of government commenced with| part of nian, or what we commonly ca 
its early settlers about 164 B. C. and it|his soul. I must confess for myself, 
was I50. years hefore Rome swallowed that I cannot find a passage in the en: 
up the whole of the three former em- tire Bible where it has Sad a meaning. 
pires. Rome yas afterward governed Dr. McCulloch says: “There is no 
by the “ Ceesars.”* “For the dates of word in the Hebrew language that Hes 
their rise go to the New Testament. nifies either soul or spirit, in the 
Now foliow a blank until the “time of | technical sense in which we use the 
the end,” a period yet future and all is| terms as applying to something distinct 
plain. No Roman king or kings, has from the body. Le hal 
éver filled the bill. fy fact Rome was “Since the introduction of Pach Chal- 
never divided into. 10 kingdoms as| dean philosophy, the Jews were per- 
claimed. Rome has had a hundred | suaded of the pre-existence, transinigra- 
subordinate kings. What of it? They | tion, aud immortality of souls.” (See 
have no place in prophecy, neither | Gibbon, vol. iv. pages. 499, 497). mss 
does the “papacy,” in fact there is no|Shows plainly that there was a RUDE 
Koman kingdom now existing, much when the Jews did not believe in any 
less 10 confederate kingdoms. ‘Then | thing of the kind. 4 , 
what becomes of so much human Spec- Lactantius says: “* Man stands 23 
ulation on this subject? It is not my | and looks upward, because inmortality 
purpose to controvert the thousand |is offered “him, though ‘it So en 
conflicting theories on this prophecy, |unless given by God. For a 
bnt point out a few plain facts. If it} Would be no difference between the 
Were true that the ten divisions took|just and the unjust, if every person 
place so long ago then we should. have | that is born were nade immortal; 1m- 
a deformed “image,” for his “toes” mortality, therefore, is nota law of onr 
would be out of proportion with the| nature, but the wages and reward ot 
body ; what a strange looking sight a] virtue.” iarcepa 
six foot man would be with ‘‘toes” ten Bishop’ Tillotson says: “The im- 
or twenty-five feet in length? God is| mortality of the soul is supposed, or 
more cansistent than all this, taken for granted, rather than revealed 
Turn to Rev. xiii. and here we see |in the Biople. 
4 consolidated beast of the four beasts “Archbishop Whatley says. 
gf Daniel made into one. Take notice, | such doctrine as the immortality of the 
this beast has all the constituent parts | soul, is revealed in the Word of God. : 
of Daniel’s four, the’ leopard, the bear, David Brown, J). dD. Professor _ of 
the lion, He also has the seven heads Theology in Aberdeem, Scotland, says: 
and the ten horns all specific, We are | Nowhere in the Bible is the mune} 
told by commentators in general that | tality of the soul, distinct fiom the botly, 
this. beast is the symbol of Rome, or|taught—a notion which many erron- 
the papacy. { would with the same | eously have derived from heathen phi- 
propriety GAY It was 4 symbol of Am- losophers,” 
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stren- | adopted t 
| uously contended, that the swine were| not have said, that 
\Srightened by the two madmen, and so\tered the 
driven down the precipice into the sea. 
|On the other hand, the advocates of 
| the common hypothesis insist upon it, 
(and to my apprehension, with great 
| reason) that it was impossible for two 
| men, however fierce, to put so vast a 
(herd of swine as two thousand 
|motion in-an instant, and to c 


he common hypothesis, would 


the demons had en- 
Swine, if the latter had only 
been pursuéd by the demoniacs, 

Nor can I see any room to dispute 
the testimony of the evangelists in this 
matter. For, whatever their opinion 
was with respect to the cause of these 
men’s disoider, which was secret and 
into | zzvesible ; all must allow, that they were 

ause | capable judges of the disorder itself, ot 
| them all to rush with violence down a/its gulward symptoms and effects, which 
| precipice into the sea ; swine, contrary | fell under the notice of their senses, 
to the nature of must other animals They, and all who were present, though 
Manning different ways when they are | they could not see the demons. passing 


| driven, » Rut this part of the contro-| from the men into the swine, yet could 
/versy might well-be spared ; it not ap-| not byt see whether the men were cured 


| pearing from the history that the 
| ever fell upon the herd, or 


men | of their madness, and the swine infect- 
made any} ed with the same disorder: they could 
(attempt to drive them into the sea, | not but see at what time these different 
| Nay, the history expressly refers their | events happened ; whether the madmen, 
destruction to a different cause from| while they were stili under the power 
the behaviour of madmen. , of their disorder in the highest degree, 
| Yo understand the true state. of the| fell upon the swine with great Violence, 


| case; which doth not seem to haye been and so caused them to precipitate 
attended o by the writers on either side}, thersely or whether, 


€s_ into. sea 
ir ates (hate anaes ‘com- 
anciently |'posure of their. behaviour) and while 
| thought to be possessed were disordered they were at some -distance from- the 
(in their understandings, ‘These two,| herd, the swine grew mad, and, with- 
possession and madness, were imagined | out any other reason for it, rushed with 
to bear to each other the relation of|fury into the water. - ‘And _ therefore, 
cause and effect, and accordingly to| if we believe them to be faithful histor- 
commence and cease together, When} ians, we must give them credit when 
demons were supposed to ever any | they declare the following obvious and 
creature, immediately he grew mad;| sensible fact : that just after the men 
when they departed, his disorder was| became composed, (or, in their own 
removed, ‘The evidgnce of their en-| language, just after the demons Teft 
trance wag madness, and a composed | them) the swine became outrageous (or 
| behaviour was the evzdence of their de-| the demons entered them) and, to the 
| parture: And therefore, when it is! astonishment of the spectators, rushed 
said, in the case: now under consider-| upon their own destruction. wert. 
ation, that the demons went out of the} the whole herd of swine, consisting ol 
madimen and exfeved the swine, the| two thousand, xan wolenty dgwn a steep 
evangelists, if you interpret their lan-| plage into the sea, lhe waar 
guage agreeably ta the popular opinion} were of the same opiate. Me : 
on which it was founded, must mean, | evangelists with regard to the fact In 
that the madmen, in consequence of} question; for the absent ee 
the departure of the demons, were cured, | who received their, ethan Sp 
and restored to their right mind*; andj the swineherds, had no appre Es ag 
that the swine, in consequence | of the} that the madmen were ue cause ponte 
demons entering them, were infected) destruction of the sine, ae oe 
with rage and madness; the cure of the} it as a divine judgoent, ot ‘ 3 ee. 
former, and the madness of the latter, | seized with great Hegde an ak Bs ee 
being the very ground upon which it to depart out of their coa 5 bat ae 
was concluded that the demans had | without doubt, eee new ca gs ae 
quitted the one and taken possession of} the exertion of C Ca ahs 
the other. ‘The evangelists must farther} did our Saviour co ic enries 
mean by this language, that the men| though he might, x HEN ‘si Othe 
were cured before the swine ‘were dis- prejudices pita aoe: oy 
ordered; otherwise they would not Pe eetia ete re ae. righted 
have spoxen of the demons as_ passing} real truth, Aen a e\aaninels tid 
f the former into the latter ; JVAen|}into the sea by the emoniacs, and 

eh ies aut of the men, they entered thereby have xe es eT 
the herd of swine. against himself. a t Lae aE We a 

It appears likewise from the history, | cannot eee re ne a 
thatat the time the SEMORNARS. Naty SG cae do tha vada 

e 2>y were present with arist, | tion ol - SAY ES poke 
Baka of ste at soute aistance N either can f nee! Bas ede 
al ain antesn Ht ap pee See Betete SHG how groundless, 
less, no sooner was leave asked t Me rc Rise net HA eA tte “0 
demons to enter the herd, than it was and how absur¢ ee: seMnace< 
granted : forthwith, or He Stak ee Sia BU Me gente orate 
Sess gale them leave, Gu sql gay uo pa eee fhe vafpesihen of their 
them, Gol Then went ihe demons lt Aes yan amas at bmarihi. 

pees ntered he herd of| entering the bodies of mex, 
of the eH ane entered (i aint a sel eta Ai hens ba nigdnestt CUnCTOUeNMtl 
swine. ‘The demoniacs, therefore ete ee Allye eHitaly, HOtGEY Aietiast 
cured upon the spot, NAM the ne eLSt Aint the like Nate over the 
continued. feeding quietly by say blietr ta Fates sanatnhal eifenibrice, 
i selves ; and consequently they had xo | brute creation. 


| of the question, we must recollect that| after the 
| those, persons who were 
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Ratt. tare : ————$—$— rr Vill. 
opportunity of falling upon them he / * This appei 3 fiom Alans ret Lane hie 
j ‘ wWwIice Ate i. "5 is desciibe 3 belue 
forcing them down a precipice into tne} 55, where the wan is deseli 


Sea, 
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is UMe,® »; fad alter Jeumuns Were depaites 
further, the men, at this times right inind alter tho dk part y 
: Wi ake ; froia lita. 
could have no dspostten to make any 











scandalous degree amongst Christjans, | where we have samples of the highest 






eae GOOD NE'WS. 





. XE IRAE ote 5, - <a “4d with some extraordinary and|which the (jadarenes sustained pre- 
CN ein naan osttins AE Fe cs ccunteaaaees ; such agwould | vented both Jews and Gentiles in those 
If we suppose, (and as ‘shall, in the} necessarily excite the attenuen of man- 1; f his i 
next section, endeavour te proye that lkind, and naturally lead patel a si ast temporal bene @ 7 ae 
itis nota groundless supposition) that | quiry into the character of iS vai a | Ches, aa was Pe aie ab Ae "A fh : 
the evangelists, in recuting the case of| thus prepare them tal Receye hy ue, gn anc Could uot be sd Sea eat 
the demoniacs, have only borrowed ay / quent preaching Of Tis apost ct. -OiT) anne We te ah saata ther ssetettine 
aceustomed mode of speech, withoyt highly beneficial to them was t us ae foe mi the Ce Se eee “ i 
designing to give a sunctign to the opin-|cle, it their temporal loss w Me UN Uc ye AVIOUL of Ene we : e ease 
jon on which it was at frst founded ;/ means of their gaining everlasting bless- treating Christ to depart oy of their 

LE et tig es aoe coasts, serves fo show how iJl-disposed 
all that can be jnferred fron) their say-| ings, : : the | they we at time tg receive the 
inv, that “Ae demous came out of the men 3. The miracle performed upon the ey were at that ne ea ‘2 e the 
and entered the herd of swine, j§, that] swine was calculated to correct aie een a blessings of a SS ae 
the madness of the former was trans-| false notions concerning the power of Suc 18 2 farther se ation 6 ne 
ferred ‘to the jatter, in the same sence demons, which were entertained ke Sart 0 Christ in cs nee a Lat 
as the leprosy of Naaman was to cleave| that age, as well by Jews as by Cen Rome with eee ; a ed ae to 
fo Gehast, and to his seed for ever. Wel tiles, by both of whom Gadarg was Mee it 3 Jews; this miracle, w a: Was i 
allow what 9 learned writer contends} habited. Very far were either of them es uring the ee ay ey Part0 
for, that in the case before us, the powero/| from wanting (what some have Spt . ITISC S ministry, an ah ss a popu- 
imavination could have no place. Tt was|ed it was the express design of Christ) larity was at its greatest heignt, was 
never said, that the swine fzxcied them-| on this occasion to give them) proofs|useful or necessary to strike an awe 
selves possessed; their disorder, I ad]|of the great power of demony over) upon their minds, to prevent mie rals- 
mit, was real, but not therefore demon-| mankind. ‘The belief of their power) ing tumults in his fav ets hey were 
jacal. $o great’a miracle as that| was already too deeply rooted in the inclined to do), and their gon Ing him 
wrought upon them can be ascribed to|/minds of men, and was the ground gf| merely from worldly motives. A in- 

no other agency than that of God.| much idolatry and superstition. tention of this work in ane degree 

Accordingly, we are told, that it was Let us examine then the nature of corresponded to the imairacu ous pun- 

performed at the word or command of/ the miracle in question, and see wheth- ishment of Ananias and Sapphira, 

Christ. forthwith Jesus gave them (the| er it contains any proof of the power) which created a mighty reyerence of 

demons, the reputed causes of madness) | of demons. The outward and sensible | the Apostles, and prevented unbeliey- 

Jeane, and sajd unto them, Go. effect, which was alj that could be de- ers from joining | themselyes to the 

~ Should any inquire into the reasons | signed for the conviction of mankind, | Christian church, in order to share in 
of this divine dispensation, I might} consists in transferring the disorder of| its charitable donations (Acts y. 11, 13) 
answer, that He who gave life to all the demoniacs to the swine ; or rather Lastly, though the Gospel, consider- 
hath a right to resume it, and doth] in the swine becoming mad, immedi-|ed ag a dispensation of mercy, was 
often resume it, both frong men and_/ately after the men were cured. Now, | with great propriety confirmed chiefly 
beasts, and visit their bodies with dis-/ upon what ground do you affirm that) by miracles of mercy; yet it was ne- 
orders, for reasons unsearchable by the| this effect was produced by demons? If} cessary there should be some examples 
human understanding ; but many wise| they had any concern in it, it was by of severity, to check tho presumption 
and important purposes are answered | soliciting the interposal of Christ;)of mankind in all ages,. and to’ warn 
by the miracylous destruction of the} which looks like an acknowledgment of} them of the danger of rejecting a di- 
swine. their own impotence. {t took place at} vine prophet, who, though he eminent- 

1. It was a just punishment of the} the command of Christ: to him there-| ly appeared as the messenger of God's 
owners, Hor though Josephys calls| fore, and tothat divine power by which love, was also appointed the minister 

Gadara (near which this miracle was| he acted, it is most natural to refer it.| of his justice. ee ' 

wrought) @ greaf city, and it was a part| You allow that God was the author of} Indeed, the destruction of the swine 
of the province of Syria; yet during the| the miracles performed upon the de-/in so very extraordinary a manner, 
reign Of Herod, it had belonged to} moniacs. ‘The history ascribed them | could scarce fail rousing the spectators 
fudea, on which country it bordered, | to him in the most express terms, call-| of this miracle, and the numerous. suf- 
‘and was no doubt in part inhabited by| ing them great things which God had| terers by it into thought and reflection, 
Jews, who proBably owned the swine;|done for the demoniacs; not things} however lost they might be to more in- 
for to stat people Christ’s personal| which he permitted the devil to do for} genuous motives. The fact was of 
nian confined, and on their ter-| them. Now, the history will no more} such a nature as to alarin the attention 
fitory he then stogd. Now, the Jews}allow you to doubt of God’s being the} of the very enemies of Christ, and to 
were prohibited by the laws of Hyrcanus| author of the disorder of the swine, | provoke their inquiry into the evidence 

from keeping swine, and by the law of|than of the cure of the demoniacs ;| of it; for it carried with it the face o! 

Moses from partaking of them qs food. | for, by the same sovereign word, Go, | inquiry and injustice towards the own 
Their breach of the former naturally | both these miracles were accomplished, | ers of the swine, and consequently fur- 

led tg the vjojation of the latter, Our] You cannot therefore ascribe them to} nished them with a seeming objection 

Lord, though he declined acting as a| different causes. ‘That the madness of | against Jesus. A strict inquiry must soon 
‘Magistrate, yet, as a prophet, he might} the swine was not owing to a demonia |convince them of the tact; and the 
be commissioned by God to punish|cal agency, is farther evident from|fact itself, when naturally reflected 
them fae for this or any other crimes, | hende that their disorder terminated in upon, pointed out its author, God, who 
And there was the greater propriety in| their destruction; an event which it|hath a right todispose ot the lives of 
Ajs dojng it for their offence, as they} was the interest of the demons to yse|his creatures. The life of the swine 
‘were ngt subject to the jurisdiction of | all possible means to prevent ; because, | was of no importance compared with 

i¢ Jewish Sanhedrim, being under|according to (what is deemed) their| the conviction and spiritual instruction 
heathen government. ‘The disposition| own conceptions of things, it exposed|of mankind: the greatobject which 
they discovered upon this occasion in|/them to some terrible punishment, | Christ had in view. 
being more impressed with the loss of} Now, since it clearly appears’ that the The most popular argument in favor 
tfeir substance than with the miracle| madness of the swine -was not owing | of real possession is drawn from the 
wrought for their conviction, shows | to the agency of demons, is it not aj language of Christ and his apostles, in 
how well they deserved cqrrection ; as| natural inference from hence, that the performing and recording the cure of 
the Miracle itself seryed to manifest}madness of the demoniacs was not|demoniacs, or in describing the case of 
Christ's own regard to the law of God. | owing tg that cause; that the request | these unhappy persons. 
The sacred historians, it is alleged, 
affirm that they brought to Jesus those 


SECTION II (b), in particular made in the name of the 
that were possessed with demons, and 


demons to enter the herd of swine,: 
2. The destructign of the swine} and cgnsequently all the other parts of 
in like manner that to the apostles they 
brought them that were vexed with un- 


served to ascertain the reality, and to|their conversation with Christ did not 
spread the fame of the miracle per-| Proceed from a demoniacal influence ? 
formed upon the demoniacs. No mir-| We shall hereafter have occasion to| clean spirits. St. Luke describes the 
acle is more suspicious than the sup-|Consider the language in which the|damsel at Philippi by ‘saying that she 
osed expulsion of demons, abstracted | evangelists descrihe the cure of the de-| was possessed with a spirit of divination 
from the cure of bodily disorders, | Moniacs, and the disorder of the swine ; (Python or Apollo) iJemoniacs, it is 
there being much room left for collusion| We Only observe here, that the facts| further urged, are distinguished from 
petween the person imagined to be pos | themselves are referred to God. the diseased: They brought unto him 
sessed and the exorcist. Frauds of| If the foregoing observations are | all that were diseased, and thein that 
this kind, both amongst the Jews and| just, the history before us does not ex-| were possessed with demons. Posses- 
Gentiles, were comnjqn jn that age;| hibit a single instance of the powerand| sions are mentioned as distinct cases 
ag they have glso since been in. a very | interposition of demons; though here, | even from lunatics. The demons, it is 
said, knew Jesus to be the Messiah, and 
were forbidden tq proclaim Him under 


that character. In performing cures 
upon the demoniacs, Jesus rebuked the 
demons, and commanded them to 
come out. St. Paul said to the spirit 
of Apollo, I command thee in the name 
of Christ to come out of her (the dam- 
sel at Philippi)! And he came out of 
her the same hour. In the case of the 
epilepic youth, Christ charged the foul 
spirit to come out of him, and to enter 
no more into him.—Mark ix. 25. The 
cure of demanjacs is described by 
the expulsion or departure of the de- 
mon or demons, by which they were 
said to be possessed. If I by the 
finger ot Gad cast out demons—Matt. 
xi. 28; Luke xi. 20. The demon 
came out of him and hurt him not— 
Luke iv. 35, Unclean spirits crying 
out with a loud voice, came out of 
many that were possessed—Acts vill. 
7. The demons came out and went 
into the herd of swine—Matt. viil. 32. 





























































Kyt it is self-evident, that a herd of|degrees of insanity, proofs of their 
syiné could not be confederates in any | 4gency were most to be expected. At 
fraud. Those who were strangers to|the same time it represents God 
the demonigacs (and such the attend-|as the only being in the uni- 
ants gf Christ probably were) could not| verse, who inflicts and removes 
doubt of the eality of their disorder] diseases at his pleasure, not except- 
oF its clire, when they saw it so won-|!ng those which superstition ascribed 
derfully transferred to the swine. Here-|t9 evil spirjts. On both these accounts 
by Christ established the credit not | this history, on which so much stress is 
only @f the miracle performed on|!aid by the advacates of real posses- 
these, byt upon all other dqemoniacs, | sions, geems to discredit rather than 
for the conviction and benefit of man-| confirm the extravagant notiqns which 
kind, ‘That Christ’s intention was be. | the Heathen, and (from them) the 
nevolent, more especially towards the| Jews, entertained of the miracylous 
Gadargnes, is certain frony his refusing | power of demons, a 
to giye Ahe persons whom he cured| 4, This miracle prevented several 
leave tq accompany him, and ordering | great inconveniencey that would gther- 
then; $o-acquaint their countrymen hgayi|wise brve attended the ministry of 
reat things (sod had done for them. |Christ. 4s he was sent out to the 
The loss of the swine would propa-| Jews, sq he sever went out of their 
vate the fame, 25 well ag esgabligh ‘the cquntry, and seerned backward'to work 
reality of the miracle perforrned upon |imiracles foy the benefit of the Gen- 
these demoniacs. The cuge of a de-| tiles, in order to gvoid giving unreason- 
moniac in this obscure part of the |able offence to the Jews before the 





country, might have been little known, Gospel was offered to them in_ its| Out of Mary Magdalene went seven| 


compare Mark 


Syren tite les Ss 
Gf reine atbered, Dal ik not heen ul! brightest evidence, Now, the logs; demons-~lLuke viii. 2. 


parts from applying to Christ merely | 









































xvi, 9. The ejection of demons, or| vation hath been often made and welj 
cure of demoniacs, is distinguished |/illustrated by others, but is too im. 
from the healing of diseases: Jesus| portant to be here omitted. 
cured many of their infirmities and We call a certain distemper lunacy, 
plagues, and of evil spirits—Luke vii. 21, | without enquiring what influence the 
Behold !. (says Christ) I cast out de-|moon hath in causing or increasing it; 
mons and [ dg cures—Luke xiii. 32./nay, though we should believe, as 
The evangelica] history affirms: Jesus |tmany do, that the moon hath no influ- 
cast out the spirits with his word, anil |ence upon it, In like manner we still 
healed all that were sick—Matt. viii. 16, | speak of St, Anthony’s fire and of St, 
He gave the ['welve power against un-| Vitus’s dance, without acknowledging © 
clean spirits tg cast them out, and to|the power or existence of the saints. 
heal all manner of sickness, and all When we complain of the hag or night. 
manner of diseases—Matt. x. 1, mare, which is the name of a real dis- 
Accordingly they cast out many de-| order, resembling the pressure of some 
mons and healed the sick—Matt. vi.| weight upon the breast, imputed to a 
£3. When the seventy, with great ex-| hag or jncubus, do we not follow custom 
ultation, said tg their Lord, Even the withoyt approving the hypothesis? Phil- 
demons are subject to us through thy | osophers speak of the motion and path 
name, Jesus, with a seeming reference | of the sun, though they know it never 
to this event, replied, I beheld Satan | changes its place ; they say that it is in 
as lightning fall from heaven. He/|the spring, in the constellation of the 
adds, Behold! I give you power to tread | Ram (where it was in the time of Hip- 
on serpents and scorpions, over all the | parohus, upwards of two thousand years 
power of the enemy, and nothing shall| ago), notwithstanding their allowing 
by any means hurt you. Notwithstand- | that the constellations have all changed 
ing in this rejoice not, that the spirits | the places assigned them by the ancient 
are subject unto you—Luke x, 17, 20. | astronomers ; and that now the sun is 
That [T may not omit anything on/|in the spring in that part of the heavens 
which the advocates for real possessions | where the constellation of the Bull is 
lay any stress, add tnat they farther plead | situated. So difficult is it to recede 
that there are passages in the New|from those ways of speaking which 
Testament where demons cannot denote | were introduced by the ancients, even 
diseases ofany kind. St. Mark calls|after the reason of them ceases. They 
the Gadarene demoniac, him that had |are retained, notwithstanding their ac- 
the legion—Mark y. 15. And our|knowledged impropriety. Our best . 
Lord represents the unclean spirits. as | philosophers still use the common lan- 
taking to him seven other spirits more | guage concerning the rising and setting 
wicked than himself—Luke xi. 26.)of the sun, though they krow it is 
Now, how, we are asked, can one man| founded on error and prejudice. They 
have a legion of diseases? or, can one|call that an eclipse of the sun, which 
disease, with deliberation and design, | they are very sensible, is properly an 
take along with it seven others of a/ eclipse of the earth. 
more grievous kind than itself? The praphets of God, also, as well 
From the several foregoing passages | as the professors of science, when they 
of the New Testament, it has been in-| speak ypon points of philosophy, adopt 
ferred that both Christ and his apostles | the common language, though ground. 
entertained and countenanced the doc-| €d ypon opinians universally allowed ta 
trine of real possessions. And if it|be erroneous. Our Sayjour says, “God 
were an error, “the inspired teachers | maketh his sun to rise,” and the Psalm- 
of the Gospel,” we are told, “ must] ist represents this luminary, which is 
needs be free trom an error so fatally af-| fixed in the centre of our system, as 
fecting the religion they were entrusted | running a race—Ps. xix. 5, 6. When 
to propagate, and ought therefore rather | we read, in Scripture, that the sun 
to have rectified that error than know- | knoweth his going down, and that God 
ingly confirmed the people in it.” laid the found:tions of the earth, we 
(n order to answer this objection, it} knaw that the expressions are popu: 
is not necessary to endeavour (as some | lar only, ani far from Seing azreca ic 
have'done) to explain away the !an-|to true philosophy. Calvin makes the 
guage of the New Testament concern- | same observation on that passage of ‘ne 
ing demoniaes, or to force an unnatural | Psalmist: He hath founded. i (the 
construction upon it. However pos-} earth or the world) upon the seas, and 
sible it may be, by great learning and|established jt upon the floods. Nor 
ingenuity, to strain some of the passages | are these the only instances that may 
cited above into a different meaning, |be mentiqned. The dew was thought 
yet, whoever candidly consjders them | by the ancjents always to descend fram 
all must allow, at least, I freelyallow, phat | the sky, and the language of Scripture 
both our Saviour and his apostles njadz| corresponds to this opinion, for it is 
useof the common and popular language | called the dew of heaven, and repre 
of the age and country in which they | sented as falling on the ground, a: 
lived on the subject before us, and that | dropping fram the clouds and the hea 
this language was originally founded | vens ; nevertheless, it hath been proved 
on the supposition of the reality of de-| by plain experiments that dew will as 
moniacal possessions. Butthe question |cend from the earth and the plants. 
still ta he decided is, whether merely by | The manna, with which the Israelite: 
using this language, they gave their sanc- | were fed in the wilderness, though at 
tian to the opinign tq which it awes its | tended with several miraculons circum 
rige. stances, doth not appear to have beer 





eo 


We have already seen that neither|of a different nature from ou) 
Christ nor his apostles first’ introdyced | modern manna, which is _ only 
into the world the dectrine of pos- | an exudation from plants anc 


sessions or the language that ex |trees. But as manna was till late 
pressed it. If they are liable tocensyre, | thought like the dew, to fall from: 
therefore, it is only for not departing|aboye, the Scripture says, When the 
from the accustomed modes of speaking | dew fell in the night, the manna fel 
on this subject, for not forming a new}upon jt. So that even in relating 
language concerning it, We have like-| miracles the sacred writers make use 0} 
wise seen that they never assert the} popular expressions, on whatever hypo 
doctrine of passessson, but on the con-| thesis they were bujlt. In_ illustrating 
trary entirely subvert it, when they were | their doctrine, aiso, their expressions até 
immedjately commissioned and instruct- | accomodated to the general apprehen: 
ed to teach the world. They contra-| sions of men and appearances of things, 
dict themselves, therefore, if by using| Except a carn of wheat fall into the 
the cammon language with respect to| ground and DIF, says our Saviour, it 
demoniacs they meant to countenance j abideth alone ; but jf it die it bringeth 
the opinion on which it was first ground-/| forth much fruit. St. Paul, likewise, 
ed. This alone might satisfy us, thatthey | uses similar language: That which 
did not, and could not, design to give} thoy sowest is not quickened except it 
their sanction to that opinion. Never-| pig, Strictly speaking, the seed of the 
theless, great stress being laid by many| corn sown, which is the entire future 
on the argument in favor of possessions, | fruit, and is a minute insensible prin- 
drawn from the language of the New ciple contained within the gutward 
Testament concerning them, I will offer! grain, doth not die. When this is 
some farther observations upon this| killed by an accident, it never rises, 
subject, by which, I’ hope, it will ap-| Nevertheless, the outward part ar the 
pear, to impartial persons, that merely body of the grain is corrupted and dis- 
from the manner in which they speak | solyed in the earth, and this corruption 
of reputed demoniacs, itcannot be in-| or death (as it is called) of the outward 
ferred that they intended to assert the| part of grain is necessary to make way 
reality of demoniacal possession. for the production of the new corn from 

1. It is customary with all sorts of| the seminal principle within. In this 
persons, with the sacred writers in par-| view only is it true that the seed dies, 
ticular, and our Saviour Himself, to} in order to it being quickened, and 
speak on many subjects in the lan- bringing forth fruit. And this served 
acs Bie a to illustrate the respective arguments @ 
ane ete BRIoseR Hy This abs: ~,Our Saviour and St Paul. Other ex: 

; €r-' amples might be added, 
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_ But those already produced are suf- 
ficient to show that the prophets of God 
make frequent use of the vulgar phrase- 
ology, though originally grounded on'‘a 
mistaken hypothesis. Nor d 
hereby countenance that hypgihbesis, or 
make themselves at all answerable for 


How, When, and Where Should we 
Pray ? 


amount of praying done, but as to 


its truth or falsehood, any more thin quality, it is questionable if the largest pray; and when the @vening was come, | 

) he | proportion of it is up to the standard | he was alaye.” wall 
adopts vulgar expressions, and _ says, | of purity required by Him to whom it} did not even take his disciples with him. 
It is also doubtful, we|—Matt. xv. 23. 


¢he naturalists doth whenever 
the dew falls, the sun rises, Sets, or is | js addressed 
eclipsed. The most accurate authors, |... i ; ; 

it Is universally knoyyn, do not in either thinly: whether the,praying gh ta Cayce 


of their writings ov ordinary conversa-| * © the times and places of utterance, 


It myst be admitted that at the pres | presence of the unconverted, 
do they] ent time, as to guantity, there is'a large | instead of praying iM the presence of 


YHE GOOD NEWs. 





Instead of people being converted at 
prayer meetings, neither Christ nor the 
apostles scarcely €V€r prayed in the: 
Christ, 


the multitudes “sent them away, then | 


he went up into a Mountain apart to 


It will be seen that he 





UN another gecasion 
“ He said to his disciples, sit ye here, | 
while I go and pray yonder.” Mart. 
xxvi. 36, “And hé went away again 


tion always speak according to strict|in accordance with the examples set! the second time and prayed,” —yerse 42. 


philosophical truth, Novy, ifthere are} before us by the Son of God, 


some undeniable instances in physics 
: = ‘ »} apostles, and other holy men of the 
in which the prophets of God, without in- ‘P sth ’ y 

Scriptures, 


curring any kind of blame, employ the : 

common language, though built on aj 1 these days there is too much at- 
false Opinion, this may be the case in] tention given to “times and seasons ” 
anes instances. Nay, this most pro-| as regards prayer. 
ably, 1s the Gas i ‘ : : E > 
paDly Se Universally, when | has jts “times ” of prayer and its ap- 


they speak on subjects of naturalknow-| _. 1 “ 
ledge. It doth not appear that they pointed “seasons” of prayer, and like 


did on any occasion frame a new lan- | the Pharisees of old, “they think that} );. disciples, ‘ When 
guage in order to express themselves in| they shall be heard for their much not sometimes when theu prayest, but 
In fact, to| when thou prayest—thou shalt no} be 
judge from appearances, a great many | as the hypocrites are: tor they love to 
Christians (so called) seem to think} praystanding in thesynagogue andin the 
that the great qualification of a Chris-| corners of the streets, that they may be 
tianis to be able to deliver audi-|seen of men. ¥ 
and extemporaneously a long| They have their reward. 
finely-pointed prayer, no matter how] When thou prayest enter into thy closet, 
tnany “yain repetitions” it may con-|and when thou hast shut the door, pray 
tain, or how little the person may know | to thy Father which Is in secret ; and thy 
or believe the real faith which is in Father which seeth In secret shall re- 
or 2! Christ Jesus; which is “the mghteous-| ward thee openly.”—Matt. vi. 5, 6. 


perfect conformity to true philosophy. speaking ” (Matt. vi. 7). 
Why, then, might they not adopt the = 
common language with respect to pos- 
session, considered as the cause of a 
bodily disorder? Why should it be 
taken for granted that they express 
themselves with a philosophical exact- 
ness on this subject when they neglect 
it on others? You can no more infer 
their belief of possession from their 
saying that some bad demons, 
spirit of Apollo, than you can learn a 
man’s system of philosophy from his 
saying that his friend hath St. Anthony’s 
fire, or from his affirming that the sun 
rises and sets every day. 


bly 


ness of God,” “unto all and upon a//’ 
2 Tim. tii. 15. 

Any person who has paid strict at- 
tention to the bearing of Scripture on 
the subject of prayer will have noticed 
that mention of meetings appointed for 
the purpose of promiscuous prayer Is 
very rare indeed. [n fact the writer 
~_ | is not aware of a single pointed instance 

BELLEVILLE, ONT., 1888. in the whole Bible where meetings 
were previously. appointed — by 
Christians simply for the pur. 

We have reecived from Mrs. Carrie} pose of prayer, as is done in 
Williams, her, hook, containing 40] Modern’ times. Of course we are 
pages, enutled “The Heir of all Things. | 2WAre that on tyo or three special oc- 


; - 4| Casions several of the early disciples 
Whose Son is He? Why Did He Die?) vere together. in one place en- 


What Did His Death Accomplish?’ | gaged in prayer, but we are not told 
he above trom the title page indicates | that in these instances the meetings 
the character of the work, which is| ere previously appointed or agreed 
written in her usual off-hand style and} 4P°? for that purpose. 

is well worth perusal. Price 25 cents 
to be had from the authoress, 


Diego, California. 
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Some time ago we receiyed from the mother of John * * where many were 


Bro..L. C, Thomas, over, Pelaware, 5, 12. Weare not told that these dis- 
a pamphlet of 48 pages, entitled * The | ciples were gathered together for the ex: 
House of Many Mansions.” 


‘‘ Christendom ”| from what he said to his 


his] “And in the morning, rising up a great 


while before day, h€ went out, and de- 
parted into a solssary place, and there 
prayed.” —Mark |, 35; see also Luke 
v. 16; 1x. 1& 
It is evdent from these passages and 
diccioic: that 
Christ believed and taught secret pray- 
er—i.é., prayer that was intended for 
the ear of God only, (Christ said to 
thou prayest—- 


Verily I say unto you, 
But thou 


This is plain and tothe point, [snot 


them that believe.”—-Rom. iii, 20-22, 28;| this, which Christ condemns, just pre- 


cisely what we see practised in modern 
times by those who are called Chris- 
Do we not see them make 
men, 
sometimes on the street corners and 
sometimes in their synagogues, and do 
they not seem to /ove to do it in this 
way instead of in private so as to be 
heard py Him only who is able to an- 
swer prayer, If people would pray in 
private, jf would show that they had no 
desire to exhibit their godliness to the 
world at large, when by so doing they 
are simply demonstrating that their 
righteousness consists in being  self- 
righteous. If we are really righteous 
in the sight of God it will not be ne- 
cessary to call the attention of the 
world ta it by blowing a trumpet in the 
shape of long, loud and public prayer 
and thanksgiving. + If we are really 


During the time Herod had Peter in} “the salt of the earth” it will be seen 
San | Pmson, “ prayer was made without ceas-| and known of men without calling their 
ing of the church unto God for him,”| attention to it through exhibiting our 
and when the angel released him from] sanctimouions qualities to the world 
prison “he came to the house of* Mary through public praying. 


A]} the prayers of holy men recorded 


gathered together praying.”—Acts xii. | iq the Bible are very short, taking us- 


ually trom five seconds to about five 
minutes to utter them. Christ. said, 


This is a| press purpose of praying, but if we were “When ye pray, use not vain repeti- 


work that should be in the hands of|itwould only prove the exceptionto the tions, as the Gentiles do: for they 


allavho are anxious to know the truth rule. 


about the good things of the gospel. ‘at 
in this treatise the author not only} iyo 
gives a good exposition of the text| the 


those gathered 
oocasiun 
specific 


together 


purpose’ of 


think they shall be heard for their 


Nevertheless it might be possible} much speaking. ‘Be not ye therefore 
on | like unto them: for your Father know- 
came together for] eth what things ye have need of before 
pray-| ye ask him.”—Matt. vi. 7, 8. Yes, so 
from which he takes the title of his| ing, but if so, it is evident that it was|it is; the Gentiles of to-day, those of 


pamphlet, but also shows in connec- for the purpose of offering up a united | the Churches, are very much addicted 


|}and was immediately answered, 


tion with that subject the Bible view of 
the gospel and its connection with the 


kingdom of God; which he shows is to| meetings usually held in this rg9th cen-| heard for their much speaking.” 
be on the earth, the inheritance of the| tury. 


It is just the thing for general 
Price 15 cents, to be had 


saints. 
circulation. 
of the author. 


een 


Some months ago, Joseph Bland, 
q Coventry Street, Kidderminster, 
England, sent us a pamphlet contain- 


ing his lecture entitled “The Land} eternal torment. : ‘ 
Its Ultimate Settlement ;| went about preaching the word,” * the | 4Sking. We believe that prayer should 


Question : 
or Human Aims and Divine Inten- 
tions.” 

We read it to our little church here 


prayer to God for the deliverance of] to vain repetitions and seem to think, 
Peter from prison. But this is qnite| judging from the length of their prayers 
different from the purposeless prayer}in many cases, that “they shall be 
So 
Many prayer meetings held in| they ave heard,and likewise have “their 
these days are for the purpose of get-|reward.” ‘They are heard of men, and 
ting up a “feeling,” as it is called.}also have their: reward of men and 
In the first century the people got the}women. The reward they receive 
feeling first and did the praying after-| consists in the honor they get from 
wards. their fellows—not from God. 


The early disciples did not hold pro-| _ People as a rule pray at certain set 


tracted prayer meetings for the purpose| times because ae nae ne 
of converting immortal souls in order{2 #7, not that they — rea Y 
that said souls might be saved from| desire some particular favor 0 


Instead of this they God for which they are justified in 


gospel,” the good news of the coming of | be spontaneous and impromptu ; that 
God’s Kingdom, in order that people people should pray secretly to God 
(mortal souls) might believe and be| Whenever and wherever the accasion 
saved therein, For proof of this see—| makes it necessary. This would do 


last Sunday (Jan., 29th, ’8), and it was| Mark i, 4; Matt. iv, 17-23; vi, 33) ix. | vay with the absurdity of set times 


go well appreciated that the brethren} 35; xiii. 19; Luke iv, 433 ix. 1, 
concluded to order at once several! Vill. 1; xiil. 28; Acts viii. ra-25 ; 


cgpies for general circulation. The 
Jand question in Ireland js the basis 


of the lecture, and the aythor shows | every creature” (person), and added : 
from a Bible standpoint how the diffi-| ‘‘ He that believeth [it] and is baptized 
culty will be solved in connection with | Shall be saved; but he that believeth | 4 


Price 5 cents. 
also published 


the Kingdom of God. 
Brother Bland has 


others lectures entitled the Keys of| men “ wise unto salvation through faith 
Hell; Living Again; The Soul; What which fs in Christ Jesus,”——-2 Tim. iii. 


is it? also “ The resurrection of Christ, 
and its bearing upon the question of 


4 future life.” Price § cents each, 


2, r1;| and stereotyped prayers. If we pray 
xix,8-| privately to God when the occasion 
10; XXxviii, 30, 31; xxvi. 6, 7; xx, 25 ;| Makes it necessary, we will then be apt 
Dan. it 44; vil. 13-47. Jesus told his|t© pray In simplicity, and our pleadings 
‘apostles to preach this “Gospel to] Will no doubt be more earnest and pure 
than if we prayed before men, and them 


not our brethren in Christ. It is not 
lways necessary to enter a closet in 
not shall be damned” (condemned), --| Order to pray secretly. Privacy seems 
Mark xvi. 15, 16. In those days it was | to be the thing required, and we should 


“the Scriptures that were able to make” | “speak (or pray) from the abundance 
of the heart.”—Luke vi, 45. 


We have instances of spontaneous 


15. It was necessary to have some prayer mentioned several places 
knowledge of the Scriptures and faith|in the Bible. The thief _ on 
in what they taught in order to be|the cross prayed = Christ, Save 


saved (verse 14). me when show comest into thy kinz- 













a 


dom.” ‘This is short and to the point | 
Christ 
knew that the thief had need of salva- 
tion before the thief expressed his de- 
sire, but it was necessary for him to 
ask, or pray for it “from the abundance 
of the heart.” ‘Ask and it shall be 
given you” are the words of Christ,— 
Matt. vij, 7. But we must not “ask 
amiss that we may consume it upon 
we ae ne Pic vides aS lv. 3. 
€ think jt foolishness and asking] private pr i : 
amiss, for a preacher to pray the Lord fom Ats dee ni pia hile gL 
in the evening after he and his whole|can be seen from ‘Acts x is mee ce 
congregation no doubt, have had three | he undertook to brin Dake vas 
good meals, to “give us this| he did not ask God a do ne if 
day our daily bread.” ‘This seems| until he put the people « aie 
nothing short of mockery. Paul says, | from the room, then he Kenbal d Ao 
"4 Let all things be done decently and | and prayed to his heavenly F h st 
in order.” —1 Cor. xiv, 40. A great| secret, and his Father ; calif he 
many of the prayers of the clergy par-|favour.—Acts_ ix, 40 < Blishe 
take, to a large extent, of the nature of | did likewise on a npn oce; rie 
sermons. ‘They tell God a great many | 2 Kings iv. 33. Cornelius the” Ait 
things that He knows better than them-| Gentile convert, a devout man ; ae 
selves: instead of confining themselves | apparently in private ; and his ave 
to prayer and thanksgiving. But they| were heard.—(Acts x 30) ; bi 
must say something to fill in the] standing this it was necessary or hi : 
time and make a long flowery prayer| to be told by Peter certain re $ he 
for the sake of appearance to their au-| ought to do in order to be saved a : 
dience.—See Matt. xxiii. 14; and Luke| other things he was Weemtitnaed? “Ke 
xx, 47. ‘They are paid for praying as| Peter “to be baptized in the name f 
well as for preaching. ‘The Pharisee| the Lord.”—yver, 44-48. 3 
of old had a good deal to tell If we wish our prayers to be answer- 
God about himself, but it amounted | ed ‘we must “ de/jere” that we shali “ re- 
to nothing in comparison with the|cetve” that for which we ask —Mark 
humble and short petition, ‘God be} xi. 24. i 
mercifnl to me a sinner,” uttered by| We “must ask in faith nothing way- 
the publican,—Luke xviii. 9-14. ering.” —Jas. i. 6, 

It is the opinién of the writer that 
the great mass of prayer is merely a 
matter of form without the least expec- 
tation that the prayers will be answered 
In One case out of a thousand, In fact 
In most Cases it would be a great sur- 
prise to those who pray, if their pray- 
ers were answered. It is best first, to 
feel that we need a thing; second, 
to ask ourselves if it is right and ac- 
cording to the the teachings ot the Bible 
that we should have it; third, if right 
that we should have it, to see if we can 
acquire it by our own exertions, and if 


It is a notable fact that the Apostles 
attended religious gatherings in the sy- 
hagogues and elsewhere for the purpose 
| of preaching Christ and his gospel in- 
Stead of going to thse places to worship 
andpray, “Paul, as Ais mannerwas sala 
in unto them (the Jews in their ‘syna 
Rogues,—Acts xvii* tr) * * * and reg- 
sonecl with them out of the Scriptures ” 
~—hot to engage in prayer,—Acts xvii, 
1, 2; 1X, 20. ‘That Paul practised 





















Although long prayers are not ne 
cessary, sometimes frequent pleadings 
are, as shown by Christ in the parable 
of the importunate widow.—See Luke 
xvill, 1-8—especially ver. 5. This 
woman came so often with her plead- 
ings to the unjust judge that he finally 
gave way, ‘‘And shall not God avenge 
Ais own elect, which cry day and night 
unto him, though he bear long with 
them.” By our frequent pleading for 
any favor, we show our intense desire 
for the object of our prayer to be be- 


stowed upon us. : ; 
cee not, to ask God to grant it, 
Of course we do not think it wrong] What would any parent think of a 
for brethren of Christ, “when they | child that would continually ask for the 


come together into one place,” to pray thing which the child could possess by 
audibly as occasion may require; but stretching out the arm? 


ave do think it out of harmony with the} Jt js not necessary to ap 
words of Christ to pray audibly in pyd- point any special day or time for giv 
4c gatherings. We think it more inac- ing thanks, for we have plenty to 
cordance with the spirit of Christ to| thank God foratalltimes, ‘The nation- 
refrain from public prayer even when| 4) Thanksgiving day is another mock- 
a brother is giving, or about to deliver, | ery of the world, considering the way it 
a lecture in the interests of the one] js observed. It is the world’s set time 
faith, Phe lecturer canask God’s as-} for giving thanks in various Ways, some 
sistance and guidance privately before} of which are very ungodly. ; 

commencing his lecture, and he can re-|_ From what we have deduced it ts 
turn thanks in the same manner at the! eyident that it is not necessary to have 
conclusion, or shortly after. We think} church or synagogue in which to pray. 
prayer and communion with God tod] paul says, “I will therefore that men 
sacred a thing to be dragged in the pray in every place (R.V.)lifting up 
mud and mire of an audience of the} holy hands without doubting.—t Tim. 11. 
world. We have Christ as our €X-|8 [n praying we should be humble 
ample in thts, and so far as we can Se} and devoted. —Luke 18:9-14—Epiror. 


the Apostles are in harmony with Him. - 
In the following places it is recorded Future of the Jewish Nation. 
And say unto them, thus saith the 


that the early disciples prayed collec- 
Tord God: Behold, I will take the 


tively :—Acts iv. 24-31 5 Xi, 125 pie 
- xx. 26; xxi. 5. Lt will be seen by} J. : 
Saino thie Sane in each instance eure Hs ie ronmeg tens Lae 
that these were special and rare occa- eat Sie ie eerie er Se e 
sions; not being common practice ; BONE, ANGI) Lather FLUC OT CUELY 
oes eh AS aeeaeethat these meetings side, ae bring them into their own 
Rett > Al WILL MAKE THEM ONE 
were appointed for the purpose of Pray. ae adh a inoR the «moun- 

i MUNy, sO) pau : 

er before hand, as is done by many tains of Israel; and ONE KING (Jesus) 
shall be king to them all; and they 


the popular churches in these days. 
shall be no more two nations, neither 


There was “ the hour of prayer ”—(Acts 
We SD RUe eee s pa shall they be divided into two kingdoms 
so were there many other things instl- aipomoretat alleles Seat ite pale, 
tuted then that were not to be practised 
RyAG are ana the fpeesent dispense: Subscriptions received for, THe 
tion, although it is quite true that some Goon ‘NuwseViel x2bseurevions at: 
of the Christians in the first century did knowledged, $905 Jas. Riddle, $15... 
for some time hang onto a portion of DeGeer $r2 f.,.McKewon) $03 -Mr. 
eh ekashadoj Of Chines tOsCenS: : Adams, $1 ; Win. Dafoe, $1; J. E. 
Paul and Silas, when at Philipp, Lent, $6; I Wilkins, $1; P. Chase, 
went “on the Sabbath” “out of the $1; G. A. Skinner, $1 Mrs. C. Lee, 
city by a riverside where prayer Was/¢,. 7M. Vike, $r; C. L. Clark, Sr’: 
wont to be made; and sat down and)"; Walker, $1; M. A. McLeod, $1. 
spake unto the women which resorted | Degcit for Vol. 1, (1886), $29.50; ‘T- 
thither.”-—Acts xvi. 13. It is evident Walker, soc.; M A. McLeod, 500. ; 
from the next verse that Paul went CO} Mrs, Smith soc. ; remaining deficit for 
this resort, not to pray, but to enlighten | y_). ; $23. 
the people : not to assist at a prayer gees 
meeting ; for we learn that “a certain | 
woman named Lydia * * which WOT | have yot yet sent in the amount of subscrip- 
shipped God did attend unto the things] tion for Vol. 2. We wish they would remit 
which were spoken of Paul,” and “was | the amount gt once, if convenient, as We wish 
baptized and her household.” It 1S} t give a statement of the financial standing 
not stated that Paul and Silas engaged | of oyr paper in next issue, Plenao do. not 
in prayer there, but verse 16 intimates | svortook this. 





There are a few of our subscribers who 


that they afterwards “went to prayer, SSS a a 

\Ve are not told either where orin what} ‘Phe Gospel of Chaist Nullitied by the 

manner they prayed, or eyen if they | ‘Pvadition of the Churehes," being an appeal 
1 n to thinking people, by W. Brittle. I cau 


prayed at all; in fact tt is to some xy 
tent evident trom the context that they 
did not pray at all on that occasion, 


the above at 15 centseach, A. Rows 
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[his lite would pass and nothing be, ac-| 
| complished.” ‘ . 

What has led to this false sympathy 
for millions that bear the same relation | 
to God’s plan that. the surplus bloom | 
of the fruit tree bears to, the fully de- 
veloped and perfect, fruit that. golden 
autumn pours into the lap of the hus- 
bandman 2. What would you think of 
the orchardist who wasted his sympathy 
upon the fallen bloom and, premature 











Concerning Gen. ii, 17. 


i Christianity a Failure, 








\ FAYETTE NORRIS. 
COMPARED TO THE RELIGION OF MA LA’ FAYETTE NOR 
er eet rer a 

HOME. 
At’the recent English €harch con- 
' 3 4 ve aii i? = Ap 
gress Rev. Tsaac “Taylor, dean of York, 
threw a large bucket gf cold water on the 


ago, In a discusston 
Hough, I ‘made the 
Heb. preposition 


A few years 
with Eld. P. W. 
assertion that the . P n 
translated ‘‘in,” in Gen. ll. 27, could 

a ye fi ay But i 
properly be translated ‘after. : 
could not at that time give my author- 





eqn ee 


lor 


, of one crying in the wilderness ”—wast- 


NASW. 







tender ‘olive plants began to cluster 
about the home, when 

“The table grew too small, 

And the cottage wanted space,” 
fashion was no longer the dominant 
power, and her yotaries discarded their 
eat , allegiance to her more entirely 
“Judging from the. experience of|than the old do now. After forty— 
those who have attempted reformation |sometimes earlier—there was little 
in this evil, it would be “as the voice | change in the style of their dress, their 
thuughts being 


do not fajl to recognise a little less ob- 
vious, ‘Ihey, do not hesitate to say 
that those who are looking after the 
many evils that infest the land should 
give some thought to réform in fashion, 
make some effort to curtail its 
power, 








é — ‘ ° ova . Ad . 
scheme of extending religious jvork in 
Southern Asia and Africa by declaring 
that Islamism as a missionary religion 
+ afl thas ‘ . 5 
is more successful than Christianity, 
and that all efforts to convert Mohatn. 
inedans have tailed. In his address he | I have long be~ 
showed that according the census re_| not proye, OF disprov nay, 2 

portsthe Mohammedan po ulationof Ia: | Siagle prepesttign. Most_ prepositions 
en = te ay Rat. et : ~~ | have more than one meaning, 
dia was increasingatthe rate ofover half rs of the HERALD 

that Elder 


ity for that statement. I afterwards 
found that Storrs was my authority. 
Below, I give an extract from Bro. 
Grant’s letters from Ireland, in which 
he fully justiGes me in my statement. 
been satished that you can- 
ea ddctrine by a 


fruit of hiS trees even to the neglect of 
healthy vigorous fruit? Ik may shock 
the tender snsiebilities of some to insti- 
tute such ‘as comparison when such 
‘high values have ;been placed upon one 
lof the human race, One human) being 

has been put in the beatin with maill- 

ions of worlds and by t 3is unjust valua- 

tion esticaated as of more value. than 

all these worlds, ‘There are no such 

exalted views of man’s worth found in 
| the Bible. Here is God’s estimate of 
human beings taken as nations: “‘Be- 
hold the nations areas the drop of a 
bucket and are counted as the small 
dust of the balance” As the small 
particles of the dust on the scales. does 
not affect the true weight of the arti- 
cle weighed, so the loss of nations will 
not affect the true balance of God’s 










ae estat I believe the reade 
a million a year, while the converts to} will conclude with me, ut 
Christianity amounted to only one-tenth | Grant’s. exposition of GE wt 27; is 
of that number. He also stated that le a cena and Scriptura 
: 5" 14 ; ‘po. | than er McKinstry s. ’ 
four-fifths of ‘the converts became Ro- | *" Renfeeeae another fact Of usome ime 
man Catholics. He then shewed thay portance felating to’ this passage of 
the missionary sacieties of the country | ¢ “The Hebrew preposition 
© UN ut — ie t 
used $255.0,900 per year in carrying 

ah ie 5 ‘ ‘ 


Scripture. repos 
slated in thirteen 


de, rendered #7, is tran 
on their work, while the Nohammedan different ways, but only three of the 
ei ah tas ew yf d in this text, 


thirteen could be use 


missignaries are selt-Suy orting. hris- | }. . ; oH 
sea Mada ew ake upp g Chr which are, 7, after, and against. The nf Fi Re ETE 
tian missions in other heathen lands choice Of the right preposition depends a fo) ie er Lee O. # e 
ieee SAI, Dy? oe c tS. 5 ee ‘ } : i i so tis: man at 
were even more costly, and productive | enti ‘pon the translator’s understand- | * S® mist exclaims, © Wa 

ae Pee entirely uponthe thou art mindful cf him.” 


of the passage. Agains¢ the day 
thou eatest therof thou shalt surely 
does not express a clear idea, “Phen 


Out of the great moral forest of hu- 
manity God will select the material to 
accomplish his purpose; and. who shall 


in Western ing 


ats Sen 
of smaller results. ‘hus, 
that 


Africa it required $65,000 and 300 " 
die, 


ed oreath, time spent for naught. The|CENTRED MORE ON THE CARE OF THEIR 
/pulpitand the press, have spoKen on CHILDREN © 
| this subject for years. And what has|than on their own personal adornment, 
| been the result? The changes in| As years passed on and their children 
fashion are becoming more frequent, |and children’s children yipened int 
and certainly maturity, the grandmothers even in the 
NO LESS ABSURD AND UNNATURAL. highest circle, while often righly clothed 
Were it not forthe title, a fashion continued to have their garments tash- 
| magazine might be taken for Punch. or |1ioned under the same mode they were 
The Budget of Fun. Yet itis from the WOE DS DOME 10) Ure aan ee 
|fashion plates that the modiste plans Precedence Ob fasion, Unfortunately 
her customers’ dresses. Many who sometimes their subjection ceased at 
acknowedge their desire for a reforma-|* period when the fashions were singu- 
tion‘in fashiony living in glass houses lary deficient in good taste, but never- 
dare. not »: throw stones sheiscel ise: theless to the end of Jong lives there 
Willing that others should make the|”°> °° change attempted in’ ther at: 
attack, yet without the moral courage |", 
to cast off their shackles, they stand ba here seems to be a grown fond- 
distance, ready to join the ranks of the| °° for following fashion to the very 
: extreme, where ever she may lead, 


Would it not be wise for mothers to re- 


\ victorious. 
‘Why not commence, good friends, vat! 
flect a {tthe more earnestly on the 
strength of teniptatious that surround 


with your own personal adornments ? 
their young daughters, and “coinpletely 


Throw aside frizzetters, which hide 
‘Brush the Z 
absorb the attention even of their little 
yirls? Little girls! Where can we 


many a beautiful brow. 
find them now? See children of six 





hair smoothly, coil it gracefully around, 
aand let. us once more see the head 








egies os ane als P jasseatass pat Con-| he choice is between the two preposi- 
vert 306 adult natives. In one year’ tions iz and after. After the day that 
$60,000 was expended in supporting} thou eatest thereof thon shalt surely 
‘missionaries in Palestine, Persia, Ara-| die, makes just as good sense as 7x the 
bia and’Egypt, and the result was the | 44y- In Num, xxvii. A the epee 
conversion of one weak-minded girl, a pets be bie aaa che ay ies 
‘Supported i'an orphan asylum at Je- sarily rendered both ¢ ifter, 


dictate to him how to dispose of the}as God made it, Lay aside, for bet. 
surplus? This surplus _ of human |ter use, the yards of silk stpettion 
beings 1s to God’s plan what the scat-| sweep the street, the piles of lace and 
folding is to the building ; when not|ribbons, bustles, puffs, and flounces 
needed itis taken away. And who will] and then observe the difference Laine 
object to the removal of the unsightly |a natural figure and : 

mass? Let us hear no false sympathy ’ 
for the scaffolding, it served its purpose 


eight, ten years dressed for some entei- 
tainment. Childish sports and amuse- 
ments are quite beneath the notice ct 
these 

OVERDRESSED STYLISH LITTLE LADIES, 
now demurely taking their-places fora 


ON CREATED BY FASHION ; . > i, 
genteel dance—not with father, mothe), 








‘rusalem. ' In Geylon, during last year, follows : * Also zz the day of the frst 


when ye bring a new meat offer- 





: = fruits 

374 Missionaries and teachers were| ; ? ; 
Til cathe ‘ our weeks be 

supported at an expense of nfore than ing unto the Lo Met i ea 


‘$50,000, | . out ye shall have a holy convocation ; ye 
rad % eet as me es nae ltt shall do no’ servile work.’ It would 
a large proportion of those reported as | "°° HIE CSE TS ea toy eat eae weeks 
‘converts Were the wives and children be aii The sense requires that both 
‘of native preachers and teachers, who in and after should be used in this 
‘Were SUDGOtEC hea » WNO) verse. In Gen. 1.17 and Num. xvill. 
were supported by missionary societies. i 3 

Canoii’ Taylor’s statements have been 26, the words in the day’ are a correct 
replied’to by several persons who have translation of the Hebrew words de you ; 
resided in Asja and Africa. It has ap- and it would be just as proper to render 
parently been shown that while the each after the day, provided the word 
Mohammedan population of India has after expresses the correct idea. Ge- 
increased ro per cent ; during ten years senius, the noted Hebrew lexicographer 
he Christian population has gained says: ‘Where the mind rests more 
nearly 20 per cent. ‘The fact, however, on the end of a period, and spoken 
remains undisputed that the Moham- therefore of time already past, the pre- 
medans make about’a thousand con-| Postion. be should be rendered after, 
Verts for every one made by Christians. [his is just the case 1n Gen. ll. 17. The 
It is also adinitted that the Christian’ Creator was calling the attention of 
converts come from the poorest classes Adam to the fact that death must follow 
‘of the native population. ahhh Ghrie: if he ate of the forbidden tree ; not that 
tianity has been of great value to Is- he should die iu the day he ate; for, 
lamism in makidg converts in India when explaining the penalty he says : 
{n the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat 


seems obviollg. It broke up many bar- 
barotis practices of the Hitdoo Pred bread, d2// thou return unto the ground ; 
for out of it wast thou taken; for dust 


abolished the suttee and brought the 
veneration of idols into disrepute. As thou art, and unto dust shalt thou re- 
the natives [pst their regard for the old| tum. Gen. iil. r9. 

“‘ As the translators understood that 


religion’ they were ready ; ii 
ancthdt. The religion of the death mentioned in Gen. 31, 47 was 
Or Neo £ a moral one, which took place the da 
asa ney, anes of] Ada cobejed and became a sinner 
SRLS ORD aD aioe Rate ANOWS | it was quite natural that they should 
tnd eh Sapa stetinenisd Hoare render the passage ‘7 the day, instead 
Tt is comparatively simple and eaky ito SUE eae E DASA eat 
understand. : spondswith all the facts in the case,” 
A convert is not required to pass PHAGE SiESK 
on exarhination on the thirty-nine arti- a ae Se 
cles of the Episcopal Church before he Just to the Point. 
The following extract is from an arti- 


i Fess f 
can be confirmed, or to understand 
He is only required to ac- cle which appeard in the RESTITUTION 


ei system of theology as presented by 
atyin, © d. 
of quite recent date, from the pen of 
Bro J. F. Wagoner ct Floral City, Flor- 


she ’ 
¥iowledge that “there js but one God 
It is, as we think, just to the 


ard Mohamined is his prophet,” to be- 

pee the Korag, to repeat certain pray- ida. 
ets, to tell the’ truth, and to abstain | Point respecting our preaching as touch- 
rom the use of alcoho]. ‘Throughout ing upon the subject of ‘* Fair Chance,” 
vochern Asia and Africa the convert and as to whether we shall in this age 
) }ohamimedism immediately finds preach for the benefit of the people of 
imself in the midst of many friends, | this age, or that of a people of the next 
ane ponyert to Christianity, however, | 48¢: 
‘ne Be rents no friends outside of { often see in print now such expres- 
‘hres station and they will be|sion as ‘fadvanced tryth” ‘‘liberai 
ativan Pees race, . Obgervation | views,” “ broader views of God’s plan.: 
chllization ine pe i high form of| Nosy without a desire to be censorious 
tort bs telatiani moaae FAS IDtiqguc- I would suggest that we alj advance 
Romar? con tele led ree with the truth. This is done by “ let- 
ye a partis ce waka tice a ag AME a So lin eal aa by 
of Eutépe." Mie einiticaticye- pre are Che ol as el anal ri 
ise psepleerfor' redeivia gl Obvattanidy'| the calvation'es tations phat ‘ure dead 
Itis wye that it Was a heather aaviliges and 11 Adit medatone We lth cai 
se ed agent tad gad uageerict ica a ncayneme ees 
intellect, and” *preparéd ” peopie - Hi Baad lati ASH eg oht aL it Sal a 
ech HRS nla “ook _ peop} salvatjon to present dying men and 
eceiving and comprehending a petter| women. ‘They remind me of a charac- 
ter in the school books, a Mr. Hhantom, 


to adopt 
the prophet 





religion than they had ever known. | 
Christianity has certain] - 

stié a made v W ad > schemes thi 
Fibs aetioroam he sarvice anit Be eno had gigantic schemes that inter- 
HERE 1a ve d , perhaps | ered with his attention to any small 
; never will till the people are more en-| affair, and of whorn it was said that “be- 
Jightened than Uicy now are.—UWy¢z2) tween the 


ei 
GI be Ale} 
Clove doand the sinall things he would not do, 





we 


with the architect and now let it per- 


valuable material will be overlooksag best writers gf the age could accomp)ish, 
i g i= / i ; > i> bi BP oY ac j . 
Ee es nS pena 8 2 we what would be the reply? Something | the sweetest thingsto be sought after, 
terial that to us would appear faultless, 
in the sight of God it may be full of blem- 
ishes. 
truth that “the j 
will do right.” 
versal restoration or that God will final- 
ly bring all to salvation weakens 
force of the gospel: it Licenses men to 
say, “If I am not saved now I shall in 
some coming age and now I will enjoy 


But if we tell those who < s fet- | sis t 
ehernih WRcsiteta are thus o sisters and brothers, a home dance full . 
at by pendent action in this] of fun, all frolic and childish amuse-* 
matter they can do more good than the| ments. ' 
If one would find little girls one of 


sh. 
Do no 


























t have any fears that any really 


as follows :— they must go far back info the country, 
A Oh, bless ys! We wouldu’t do} so far that they can find, mothers not 
anything of that sort for the wporlc.}contaminated with too great love for 
Never lose sight of the great|We should be happy to see a less ex-| fashions, but content to dress them- 
judge of all the earth] pensive and more simple style of dress. | seives and daughters neatly, yet with 
It would be refteshing and comforting, | that, simplicity which so beautifies 
1-| but we could never take the initiative. | childhood, ‘Ipére they are not seen at 
the | Such a course would make is sq con-| evening parties, allowed’ to indulge in 
spicuous. Ng one person, even by | fate hours and coiresponding amuse- 
making a martyr of herself, can effect) ments such as is depriving many city 
Mae any tnaterial reform. , It must be done | children of the pure, sweet life of young 
That | by 4 united simultaneous effort.” eirlhood. When thus induiged they 
We have heard this reply often.» We) must lose half the advantages our city 
cannét but think them cowardly. argu-| schools offer. ‘Their vanity 1s aroused 
ole nations| ments, and, pardon us, not truthful. }and ministered unto by dresses too 
Had all reformers reasoned thus, what! costly and elaborate for little girls. 
would »now be the condition of the| Intoxicated by excitement of gay society, 
civilised world ? and seeing there mothers devoted ta 
FASHION IS A TYRANT, such a life, they soon lose all relish for 


and until women have strength of mind books or study, and certainly for all 
to defy her and henceforth be governed amusements suitable for their age, and 
by true taste, there will be no release such as will make them strong and 


from her absurdities. The old look | hevithy. 
upon the vagaries of modern fashion If mothers will not heed these tokens 
with much reproof and scorn. But do they are cheating their daughters ot 
not many of us who belong tp that class solid happiness, and byrdening their 
remember our grandmothers’ prevailing or souls with a sin which hey do not 
; fe ; d ki costume. It is well to be perfect! fu'ly neaiie until old” age reveals the 
nationally. _“ But the nation an@.kin€-| honest when criticising the customs and fullextent of the mischief they have 
dom pat will noteiSeRe shall utterly | habits ot others, and we cannot truth- done their children by their own €X- 
perish.” ‘The saved individuals of. the tully say that the grandchildren are ample and by negligent thoughtless- 
past and the presentages will constitute | j,ore apsurd in their style of dress than ness. — Toronto Globe. Wipe: 
the ‘Lord’s cabinet. of rulers for the| were their grandmothers before them, (‘To judge from appearances if Is evl 
coming age, hence ,it cannot be said) sithough there iS this in the favor ofthe dent that very few of the women © pro- 
that this part of God’s plan Is a failure | ancient costume; the styles were not fessing godliness” in these days have 
for it accomplishes the, purpose for ls changeable as we find at the present | CY*T seen the words from Paul where 
which it was intended. In the age tOltime., Everything new and of the latest he expresses his “desire” that women 
come there will ibe enough of the saved | jmportation was as eagerly sought after ADORN THEMSELVES IN MODEST AP- 
nations to’fill the earth with the glory) by the young. After marriage for a few PARE] WIDTH SHAME-ACEDNESS AND 
of God, therefore that will prove a fail! voars their devotion to fashion contin- SOBRIETY ; not with broidered hair or 
ve for God says my wore shal not} wed unabated, Boe pr Rea et costly are 3 ae 

shall accom- WhIc wal rofessip; 
SR ee Al shall] pros- aD HER LANA wa REQREYERD, A dtisieey with eobd Sorts eft the 
per in the thing whereunto I sent it.” | ¢VeD when the riper judgment rebelled. inues, “learn in‘ si- 

Cherichly’ embroidered “stomacher,” | jence with all subjectign, 


woman,” he conti 
Thus the grand consummation is reach- pore ep RP eb Ae But [suffer 
ed, the earth filled with God’s_ glory, the “‘ farthingale,” “long bodice,” “high-| not a women to teach, nor to usurp 


his word fulfilled, the original purpose heeled shoes,” and endless “trains” all! authority over a man, byt to be in si- 
accomplished, and God vindicated by differed from and surpassed anything|jence. For Adam, was jirst formed, 

all creatures that then enjoy the bless- of the kid that has been, for many} /jey Eve.—1 Tim, ii, 8-13. 
ings of that age. ‘The present age de! | Years, and this held our grandmothers It is also evident from this that the 
mands all our energies, for as we near in as tigoroug subjection to fashion as| yan was intended to be the head of 
the end the danger increases, crime js | their grandchildren yield to at the pres-|the family, but things in the domestic 
multiplied, infidelity becomes more ent day. ait, economy have sadly changed. If men 
bold, the truth is more fiercely attacked For many years | powdered hair was | of mature age had their way, there would 
than ever before; heuce let us be. dili-| the ruling style. Phen little by little | be less ungoilliness and _ brainless folly 
gent, more watchful and steadfast in that was discarded and the haiy, rolled] jn the adornment of the fairsex. Whis- 
the truth. tightly fron the brow, was gathered|key and tobacco are two great evils, 
with the back hair overaskeleton pillow, | bur we think the fashion in dress adopt- 
and there held by long silyer pin, | ed by the ladies is not second to either 
Krom) that, of them. We often think that ifit were 
bi curls on curls they build the hair} true, that there is such a place as a hell 

yalore, aN TER UN Rae ; 

‘And mpunt it with a formidable tower ; lof perpetual Ure gba hich the Higtet 
But look behind, and then are LO dwell forever in torment, that the 
t dwindles to the pigmy kind,” inventors and those who introduce the 
rediculous and hurtful fashions mn dress 


The false hope of uni- 


the pleasures of sinin this life. 
this is its tendency the writer has good 
reason to believe. , 

The destruction of wh 
will po more interfere with God’s_ pur- 
pose to fill the earth with his glory than 
the rejection of a single individual now 
of the offer of life and salvation will 
affect God’s purpose of selecting the 
rulling element for the coming kingdom. 
Both these grand purposes will be  ac- 
complished. In this age the gospel 
calls orselects individuals for rulers in 
tlle coming age; hence “in every na- 
tion he that feareth God and worketh 
righteous is accepted of him,” but in 
the next age God deals with . the race 


| 
| 





Follies of Mashion. 





MRS. HENRY WARD BEECHER ON MOD- 
ERN FEMININE DRESS. 


Chere are many who could rejoice if| 1 
But it was noticeable in the more 





|the chains fashion weaves arourd her 


reat things that he could nut] subjects could be made less galling, and | ancient times, and is gre 


L By . 1% a ¢ rena} 
the follies andl’ absurdities whieh they 


woud be likely to inhabit the hottest 


atly to the | CGcop News. | 


honor of our ancestors, that when the 
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1ot: for, behold I bring you 











Possessed with Devils. 


CHAPTER III. 


{t still remains, that we point out the | spirits as were supposed to be converted 
inconveniencies attending the common 


explication of the Gospel demoniacs, 
and the advantages which result from 
the account given of them in the two 
preceding chapters. 

Some may be ready to ask, “Whence 
this zeal to shew that revelation doth 
not countenance the doctrine of real 
possessions? What prejudice can the 
Gospel suffer from this doctrine ? And 
what advantage can it derive from the 
contrary one? The very adversaries of 
real possessions allow that it was a 
matter of indifference with respect to 
the evidence of Christianity, whether 
those esteemed demoniacs were really 
such, or only Jaboured under a natural 

disease, inasmuch as in either case a 
real miracle was performed, when their 
ure was affected. But what can be 
more evident than that the ejection of 
devils from the bodies of men is a great- 
er miracle’than the cure of natural dis- 
orders? What a lustre doth it reflect on 
the character of Christ, to see him first 
~ yecompelling them to confess his name 
and then condemning them to silence? 
Was it not a wise dispensation to per- 
mit the devil, about this time, to give 
some unusual proofs of his existence, 
power, and malice, in attacking men’s 
Jodies, in order t@ convince them what 
a dangerous enemy he was to their 
souls? Above all, was it not fit, and 
even necessary, that he who came into 
the world gs the great antagonist of the 
prince of darkness, should give a sems¢- 
Sle and public specimen and proof of kis 
power over him and his confederates 
‘by dispossessing them, and hereby 
raise our hopes ef his perfect triumph 
_ Over them at the end of’ this world? 
Ina word, the more carefully we ex- 
\ gemine the miracles of Jesus relating to, 
ne possessed, the more clearly shall we 
perceive their strict connection with 
the great end of the whole Christian dis- 
pensation, the redemption of mankind. 
Scarce, therefore, can we injure 
Christianity more than by denying the 
reality of diabolical possessions.” In 
answer to this reasoning, I observe, 


1.—That it is not supported by the 
testimony of the Scripture. Neither 
our Saviour nor his apostles did ever 
assert or intimate that the devil enjoyed 
an extraordinary liberty at the time of 
Christ’s coming into the world ; much 
less did they attempt to account for his 
having such liberty then allowed him, 
or shew that it was fit that it should be 
granted. Not one of the reasons as- 
signed for the devil’s giving some un- 
usual proofs of his power at this period, 
are taken notice of in the New Testa- 
ment. The more weighty .and impor- 
tant those reasons are supposed to 
| be, so much the more difficult is it to 
| account for this silence. If it was even 
necessary that Christ should exhibit a 
specimen of his triumph over the devil, 
by dispossessing him from the bodies 
of men, how comes it to pass that dis? 
possessions are never spoken of in this 
_ view, by those who certainly best under- 
stood their intention? Whenever God 
commissions his messengers to perform 
miracles for the conviction of mankind, 
_ he instructs them to explain to the 
world the great ends proposed by them. 
"This was the case with regard to all the 
prophets, both of the Old and New 
Testament. They never left it, nor 
could they fitly leave it to human con- 
_ jecture to determine for what purposes 
their miracles were wrought. Nor can 
- qe learn what those purposes were in 
“ny other method, than by the declara- 
_ jons of a prophet, or by the nature cf 
fie works themselves; and the latter 
“vill give us very little assistance with- 
“ut the former. The silence of Scrip- 
ure, therefore, concerning what is sup- 
|yjosed to have been the grand and 
| jyeculiar design of the cure of demon- 
“ijes, is a sufficient reason for rejecting it, 
“inless it can be clearly and certamly 
“iiferred from the nature of the work 
Welf, which no one will affirm, that 
nderstands it aright. 
» \2.--The entire reasoning we are now 
Yeamining, is “built ih this false 


were thought to take possession of 
mankind, were devi/s or fallen angels. 
But we have shewn, that possessions 
were always referred to such human 


into demons; that there is only one 
devil, and that he is never mentioned 
in Scripture in any connection with the 
subject before us. All the arguments 
therefore urged to prove the propriety and 
necessity of his extraordinary agency 
in the age of the Gospel, and of Christ’s 
public triumph over him, by expelling 
him from human bodies, militate against 
the Christian dispensation ; and if they 
proved anything, would prove that God 
ought to have allowed the devil a power, 
and afforded Christ a triumph, which 
were not granted. 

3.—The reasoning stated above pro- 
ceeds upon another false supposition, 
yiz., that possessions were more frequent 
in the age of the Gospel than at any 
other time: a supposition contradicted 
by all the monuments of antiquity. So 
that had it been true that the Scripture 
had referred possessions to. the devil, 
it would not have followed even from 
hence, that the devil gave any unusual 
proofs of his power at the commence- 
ment of the Christian era. 

4.—Were it true, not only that the 
devil was the spirit who possessed 
men’s bodies, and that possessions were 
more frequent in the age ot the Gospel 
than any other; yet the cases of re- 
puted possessions described in the 
Gospel do not contain any convincing 
proof of the power and interposition 
either of the devil or any evil spirit. 
The agency of demons (whatever spirits 
you understand hereby) is not an ob- 
ject of sight; their extrance into the 
human body falls not under the notice 
of any of our senses. ‘here is not, 
therefore, the same evidence to be had of 
it as there is of a person’s being diseased 
or dead. Accordingly the writers on 
demonolugy fiud it ‘necessary to lay 
down rules for distinguishing true from 
pretended possessions, and to appeal to 
certain outward supernatural symptoms 
(such as the gifts of tongues and pro- 
phecy), as proofs of an immediate in- 
Spiration: thus making one miracle 
necessary to attest the reality of 
another. It seems then to be the gen- 
eral sense of mankind, what is indeed 
self-evident, that we cannot yield a 
rational assent to the reality of posses- 
sions, without some proof of it distinct 
from the fact itself; because it is not 
subject to the notice of our senses. 

Apply these observations to the 
Gospel demoniacs. What evidence 1s 
there of their being really possessed ? 
We have seen that their outward symp- 
toms are so far from necessarily arguing 
the presence and operation of demons 
in the human body that they are ap- 
parently the same with those in natural 
disorders ; and that there is not asingle 
circumstance attending their case, which 
furnishes ata instance or proof of any 
Supernatural agency. Nor hath the 
Gospel laid down any such rules as 
those just now mentioned, in order to 
enable us to distinguish true from pre- 
tended possessions; or offered any 
proof at all of the reality of possessions, 
though some such proof was apparently 
necessary, and even universally allowed 
to be so in all other cases. Nay, the 
most strenuous asserters of Gospel de- 
monianism are forced at last to build 
their faith in it, upon the supposed 
testimony of Christ: which is giving 
up the very point they undertook to 
establish, viz., that the demons them- 
selves gave evident proof of their power 
in the demoniacs spoken of in the New 
Testament. 

If the foregoing observations are 
just, the very foundation of the reason- 
ing stated at the beginning of this sec- 
tion is not solid. It is built upon this 
principle, that the devil gave unusual 
proofs of his power when the Gospel 
was first published, by more frequently 
possessing mankind at that period than 
at any other, and this principle is 
thought to be supported by the case of 
the Gospel demoniacs. But neither 
were reputed possessions more frequent 
in the first age of the Gospel than in 
the preceding and following ages, nor 
are those related in the New Testament 








Anothesis, viz., that the spirits who 


ever referred to the devil, nor do they 
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contain any proof of ae supernatural) forth in his ,whole behaviour, Christ | 
agency. ' 

eee may state further that 
ends said to be proposed by Providence judge of them, as it was highly neces- 
in permitting the devil about the time|sary he should, by the nature of the 
of Christ to exercise an .¢xtraordinary 
power over mankind, and In expelling 
him from their bodies, 2f¢ such as} oft teaching men to credit the reality of 
could not be answered by the cure of | his miracles, on account of his testi- 
the gospel demoniacs. — apa ends are, | mony, he demanded their assent to his | 
the convincing mankind how danger- 

ous an enemy he is to the Souls of men, 

and the affording Christ 

of gaining a pxd/ic victory and triumph | natural reason, the competent and sole 
over him, or of giving the world a sensible | judges concerning them. 

specimen and proof of his Own superior 
power. But even were We to admit, 
that those called demonlacs were really 





tion of his concerning them. Instead 


70 






of demons would be a proof only of| unsupported by any evidence arising 4 
Christ’s power over human ghosts, not| from the work itself; this miracle could | 
over the devil, who is totally “uncon- 


blood. 
gospel as 
works themselves, not by any explana-| pos 


Now, if the dispossession of demons, | ev 
even supposing the fact to be real, and | the church, the whole trade of exorcisms 
uly} the common explication of it to be| accompanied with all 
possessed by demons, yet the expulsion just, be indiscernible by mankind, and | frantic and fanatic 


1 arisen from Hence. 








é tian should wish to see prevented or 
performed such miracles as were open | removed : 


the | to the view of all men,and left all men to| casioned a 


especially as it hath oc- 
vast effusion of human 
But in truth, to represent the 
1s authorising the doctrine of 
sessions, hath a walural and neces- 


| sary tendency to rivet this superstition in 
| the minds of Christians, which in every 
age hath been productive of the greatest 
mischief, 
testimony, oh account of the reality of| we 
*n, | his miracles, which were subjected to | take notice, 
Opportunity) the examination of their senses and | questionable 


A learned writer, of whom 
had frequent occasion to 
affirms, that it ts an un- 
Sact, that the evangelic his- 


have 


| tory of the demoniacs hath given occasion 


the most scandalous 
stitions, 


Srauds and sup- 
throughout almost everyyage of 


the mummery of 
agilations, having 
And this celebrated 


elise writer would willingly persuade the 
not be a public display of Christ’s| world, that these evils are the conse- 























cerned in the present | juestion. Nay, | power, or a visible victory over the devil, | quence of the anti-demoniac system 
were we to grant further; that by de-|and a sensible manifestation of the| self-evident as it is, that they wholly 
mons we are not to understand human| glories of his conqueror. And as it|arise from his own. But his argument 
spirits, but the devil ant allen angels, | could not answer this end, we may be| proceeds on a supposition neither true 
and that they did really possess man-| sure it could not be designed to answer | in itself, nor admitted by those against 
kind, yet their dispossession could not} it by that wisdom which cannot err.| whom he is disputing, that Jesus ana 
answer the ends which, 1 1S pretended, Why then do Christians, without any|/zs apostles, instead of rectifying the 
were proposed by them, bg#*use it did| authority from revelation, assert the peoples follies and superstitions on this 
not contain a public and edAspicuous, or| propriety and necessity of Christ’s| ead, chose rather to inflame them, by 
indeed any clear and certittm proof of| giving @ conspicuous specimen of his| assuring certain of the distempered that 
Christ’s power over the deyil and} power over the devil, by dispossessions, | they were really possessed by evil spirits, 
his confederates. What Was ob-|whenit is so obvious, that no such| After what hath been already offered 
served above with respec o the en-|specimen was or could be afforded}on this subject, I will not say anything 
trance of demons into the Jximan body, thereby on any interpretation of de-|in vindication of Christ and the evan; 
is equally true with respe t to their| moniacal possessions? Why will they | gelic history from the false imputation 
ejection from it; it is mob an object}not place the important doctrine of| of asserting the doctrine of demoniacal 
of sight, nor doth it fall within the)man’s redemption by Christ, on its| possessions? Nor will I affront the 
notice of any of our 2s. proper basis, the express and repeated | reader’s ainderstanding, by proving that 
You may know when €ase is}testimony of the divine word? Why|those who deny this doctrine, are not 
d to life ;} do they ground it on the grossest fables | answerable for its abuse. What those 
at a de-} of the idolatrous Heathens, to which | have to answer for both to God and ta 
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but what evidence is there 
mon is expelled, arising 


cured, or a dead man} 


















itself? We find that 
took this work, thous 





@ suc- | wit : 
- ewishJ dencés of its divinity, which tha gogny 
exorcist\ spoke 1us, ordered | itself offers, and rely less on arguments 
the demon as he went out, 70 overthrow |of their own invention. The last 
a cup of water, placed ata small dis-\ method may be more flattering to the 
¢ance, as a proof ofhis expulsion. And| human mind; but it ever exposes the 
of Apollonius Tyanceus it is related, | cause it is meant to serve. Itis indeed 
that with the same view he made the} as indecent as it is dangerous, for the 
demon whom he cast out, #ivow down | wit of man to dictate to divine wisdom 
a statue. These imposters, void of} what measures it ought to pursue, 
shame as they were in many respects,| 6.—It is urged, “that the ejection of 
had not sufficient assurance to expect|demons isa greater miracle than the 
the world would believe they had aj}cure of natural disorders.” But this 
power of expeHing demons, without] may as easily be denied as affirmed 
producing some evidence of the fact. | without any great fear of contradiction ; 
We find nothing similar to this in the] it being difficult to determine with cer- 
conduct of Christ, a plain proof, that by| tainty concerning miracles so very dif- 
the dispossession of demons, he meant] ferent in their natures, which of them 
nothing more than (what was Obyious|may require the superior degree of 
to all) the cure of a disease. power. Besides, unless we knew exactly 
If you say, that though the reality of | the degrees of power possessed by de- 
dispossessions cannot be demonstrated | mons, how can we determine what de- 
from the works themselves, yet that|grees of power are necessary to dis- 
it may be established by the testimony | lodge them from the bodies of men? 
of revelation: I answer, that by resting} We need not, however, enter into this 
the reality of dispossessions on revela-| question ; the principles just now ¢s- 
tion, you make it merely an object of] tablished being a sufficient reply to the 
faith, and of sense; and consequently} objection we are here considering. 
the ejection of demons could not, in} Miracles designed for the conviction 
‘this case, furnish a sewsible and pudlic| of mankind, as those of Christ were, 
proof of Christ’s power over them nor must be obvious to the sense of man- 
indeed furnish any proof of it at all to| kind: for otherwise they cannot an- 
unbelievers. For the proof would not} swer the end proposed by them. The 
arise from the miracle, but from the} bare ejection of demons therefore, how 
declaration of Christ concerning it; and| great a miracle soever it may bein on 
consequently the miracle would fre-| or how much superior to Me cure : 
suppose faith, instead of degetting it, and | bodily Gisorders, is #0 muracle at a 
be useless to those for whose conviction | with regard to mankind, can carry no 
it was designed, Equally useless, | conviction to them, because it doth 
would it also be even to believers ; for| not fall under the notice of their senses. 
what evidence can arise from the|Ina word, inasmuch as there 1s no 
miracle ‘itself, when the very reality of| clear and certain proof of the reality 
it is known only by the testimony of either of possessions OF SPOS. 
the performer? To propose :wvésid/e| Christianity can derive no a yanlape 
miracles as means of conviction, is not} from the common doctrine concerning 
to enlighten, but to insult our under-| them. : 
sanding Well may unbelievers ask, 7-—On the contrary, this conus 
“Are such works as are totally hid from | doth Christianity the greatest preju ice 
human views, the august proofs by] in many respects. 
which the wisdom of God saw fit to With some, perhaps it may weigh but 
seal the divine mission of the great] little to observe, that the common ¢x- 
Redeemer?” As reasonably might we plication of the scripture demoniacs 
be commanded to see in the dark, as] gives occasion to numberless supe 
to believe without evidence Only, or, | tions ; particularly to those shameless 
which is the same thing, with such|impostures, the possessions Bo 
evidence only, as we are not able to orcisms of the Roman pits We : 
perceive? But in this, as in a multi-| thus discredits the wonderfu cures pe 
tude of other instances, the objections) formed by Christ upon eee abe 
of infidelity are not founded upon] brings disgrace upon HS onus oe 
genuine Christianity, but upon gross} name. If you choose to call this one 
misrepresentations of it by Christians. | a @duse of that explic eteah Ms Bie 
Agreeably to the wisdom that shone! theless such an abuse as every Chris 


cess of f 


| learned advocates content themselves} doctrine, when they themselves are 
xplainingand vindicatingthoseey—, sensible of its precious tenden 


and ex-| 


and | 


effscts, I leave them to consider. 

This doctrine prejudices Chiistianity 
in another view. It hath been shewn, 
that‘all the symptoms ascribed to the 
gospel demoniacs, are such as belong 
to natural disorders. And therefore, 
by asserting that revelation ascribes 
these disorders to a supernatural cause 
we do revelation the most material in- 
jury ; we set it at variance with reason 
and experience,‘ and fix an indelible 
reproach on those who professed to be 
commissioned by God to publish it to 
the world. 

Again, the common doctrine con- 
cerning possessions, affects the very 
foundation on which the gospel Is built, 
the evidence of miracles in general, 
and the miraculous infliction and cure 
of diseases in particular. 

If demons can afflict grievous 
diseases, deprive men of their reason 
and senses, render them dumb and 
blind, and cause them to suffer the 
most exquisite torments; they can 
work miracles : for the infliction of a 
disease by the agency of any spiritual 
being, answers to the just definition of 
a miracle, as an effect produced in the 
system of nature, contrary to the gen- 
eral rules by which it 1s governed. 
All diseases so inflicted are ever repre- 
sented in scripture as genuine miracles, 
and as full and sufficient tests of a di- 
vine interposition. When Zacharias 
was struck dumb, and Elymas d/ind, 
ought we not, according to the New 
Testament, to conceive of these effects 
as real miracles, and to refer therm to 
God alone? Now, if evil spirits are 
capable of producing the very same 
effects, how can they mark the immedi: 
ate hand and agency of God? 

Let us next consider how the doc- 
trine of demoniacal possessions affects 
another species of miracles, the cure 
of demoniacs. If you understand the 
ejection of demons in the literal sense, 
abstracted from the cure of bodjly dis- 
orders, the miracle jn this case Is not 
only secret and insensible, and there- 
fore not adapted to conviction of man- 
kind (as was observed above) ; but 1s 
evidently such as lies within the com 
pass of a demoniacal power. For if 
demons can exfer, they can certainly 
bodies of mankind. Thus 
ly destroy the validity of 
ost illustrious attestations 


quit the 
you absolute 
one of the mo 
ivine Comnilssion, 


or restoring demoniacy 





to Christ's d 
| nelling demons, 


his e@x- 
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to the regular exercise of their rational | had was supported in part by the effica 
faculties. If vou understand the ejec-| cy of drugs administered to the patient 
tion of demons, as including in it; but prince ipally by fraud. Che proo 
the cure of such disorders as are| of the expulsion of demons was, no 
supposed to proceed from the in-| the perfect and supernatural cure of the 
fluence of demons, you still destroy | demoniac, but the compelling the de- 


the credit of Christ’s cure of demoniacs. | mon, as he went out, 
For if demons can ¢/éict diseases, why | statue or vessel of water dis- 

Now, though Christtookno pains 
to establish the reality of those miracles 
s| which he performed upon demoniacs, 


may not they as easily remove them 
The Fathers expressly taught, ‘Aa? 
mons contrive to cure the horrible disease 


they had inflicted, by first prescribing 
remedies, and afterwards ceasing 10 af- | 


fiict the patient. This observation i 
not without foundation. — If, 
ample, demons, by making some altel 
ations (a very slight one would suffice 
in the organ of vision, or D; 
some external object before it, can de 
prive 
prevent 
Nevertheless, 
tion allows them this power. 


them from restoring 


Can 


demon open the eyes of the blind? 1s the 
This 
miracle is mentioned both by the an- 
cient prophets and by our saviour 


language of common sense, 


himself as one of the peculiar glories 
of the Messiah. 

The doctrine of real possessions de- 
stroys the authority of miracles in gen+ 
eral and the use which the Scripture 
makes of them, as in themselves au- 
thenticevidencesof adivine mission. If 
demons can unite themselves to a hu- 
man body, in the same manner that 
the soul is united to it by God, so .as 
to zovern all the organs of it; if they 
can deprive men of their sight, and 
speech, and reason, and then restore 
them to the use of their faculties; 


they can rival the glory of the prophets} upon the spectators. The gospel de-| with the body of religionists which he| Phe 
moniacs were afflicted with madness, in| has been connected with in the past, | Spirit; 
all its most violent degrees ; and their | It js uaderstood that they are at vari-| An Essay ; 
ance in cohsequence of difference of with Fire ; The Sonship of Christ ; 
We | tism—the mode; Transfigured, Matthew 


of God. Can there be a more 
stupendous miracle than that performed 
upon the herd of swine, in number two 
thousand, who were all in the same 
instant seized with madness, and rushed 
violently into the sea? Now, if demons 
are able to perform such greaf miracles 
as this, and the other here specified, 
and can also impart the gifts of tongues 
and prophecy, (a power, many ascribe 
to them), to what other miracles are 
they not equal? Unless men can shew 
with certainty how far the power of the 

sLextends, and enables us to dis: 


“finguish—between diabolical and ~dit 
vine miracles, ina very different man-| heal such maladies, and restore those 


ner from what they have hitherto done, 
(which hath chiefly been by calling 
them by different names), they utterly 
destroy the authority ands true use of 
miracles, and thereby subvert the 
foundation on which Christianity is 
built. 

On the other hand, the true explica- 
tion of the Gospel demoniacs establishes 
the certainty, and displays the full 
glory of the miracles performed upon 
them. These miracles are always 
spoken ot in the New Testament with 
singular emphasis and distinction. 
Scarce are any other miracles more 
frequently and circumstantially describ- 
ed, it required an extraordinary de- 
gree of faith to undertake them, espe- 
cially when the distemper was violent 
and inveterate: forin reference to a 
case of this nature, in which the faith 
of the apostles had failed them, our 
Sayiour says, Zhis kind goeth not out, 
but by prayer and fasting; ‘Such dif- 
ficult miracles are not effected, without 
such a full dependence upon the Di- 
vine power, as is not to be acquired but 
by continued devotion, such as is not 
usually accompanied with abstinence.” 
The seventy weré filled with exultation 
and triumph, when they found them- 
selves enabled to cure demoniacs; Zord, 
even the demons (the disorders ascribed 
to the possession of demons) ave sub- 
ject to us through thy name (Luke x., 17). 
Whenever Christ performed these mira- 
cles, the spectators were filled with re- 
ligious astonishment and awe: TZyey 
were amazed, insomuch that they ques- 
tioned amongst themselves, saying, What 
thing is this? What new doctrine is 
this? with authority commandeth hethe 
unclean spirits, and they obey him. 


In order to understand this language, 
we must recollect that in our Saviour’s 
time there were, amongst the Jews as 
well as the Pagans, 
who pretended to the 





many imposters | 
power of expel-| 
ling demons. Some undertook to draw 


£vil spirits out at the nostrils; others 
engaged only in general to drive them 
away from the persons whom they pos- 
sessed. ‘To effect their expulsion, they 
not only made use of adjurations and 
charms, but also of strong smells, and 
other natural remedies. ‘This was a 
branch of the magic art (which was 
founded upon the idolatry and supersti- 
tionof the Heathens) ; and what credit it 





de- 


for e@x- 
-!and freely acknowledge /¢ was never 


by placing 


men of their sight, what can 
it? 
neither reason nor revela- | cause this, abstractedly considered, is 
a 








to overturn 


9 
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tance. 
yet the people, at the sight of them, 


filled with the greatest astonishment, 
\lso seen in Israel, What was it that 
r| occasioned this extraordinary surprise, 
-|and was esteemed quite without exam- 
ple till this time? It could not be the 
bare expulsion of demons; both be- 


no outward and sensible effect; and 
because it was no more than what 
they thought their own exorcists were 
able to accomplish. What then was 
it, or could it be, that they had never 
seen before, and could not now see, 
without the strongest emotions of 
mind, but “te outward and visible 
miracle, the cure of those terrible dis- 
orders which were anciently ascribed to 
the possession of demons, together 
with the sovereign manner in which 
this miracle was performed by Christ, 
without the use of any natural means ? 
If you consider more particularly 
the true nature of this miracle, you will 
see the reason, both of the great stress 
laid upon it in the New Testament, and 
of the powerful effect produced by it 





madness was, in some cases, attended 
with confirmed epilepsies. These ter- 
rible maladies (the symptoms of which 
‘are obvious to all) affect the mind 
as well as the body, and were thought 
by the ancients greatly to exceed the 
power of natural causes. Under these 
disorders some were known to haye 
labored for a great number of years, 
others from their very childhood. 
Some at .the instant of their | being 


cared by Christ suffered the mogt vio- 
iit paroxysms Of these disorderg. T 


afflicted with them to perfect soundness 
both of body and mind in an_ instant, 
without the use of natural remedies, 
and with the same voice of authority, 
as when Christ rebuked the winds and 
the sea, or culled forth the dead, is one 
of the greatest of miracles, not only an 
outward and sensible, but a most i/ys- 
trious and astonishing display of the 
power and presence of God. 


No wonder therefore that when Christ 
healed the epileptic youth, who was 
lunatic and sore vexed with a demon, 
(that is, both an epileptic and a maniac), 
we are told, that the spectators were a// 
amazed at the mighty power of God. 
When he restored the demoniac, who 
was blind and dumb, to his sight and 
speech, the people regarded the miracle 
as the very characteristic of their 
Messiah, crying out, zs not this the son 
of David? language which implies, that, 
to their apprehension, the Messiah 
himself could not perform a greater 
miracle. So bright an impression, of 
the divinity did it bear upon itself, that 
our Saviour (in answer to his enemies, 
who from mere malice, disparaged it), 
instead of entering upon a vindication 
of it, which was needless ; only exposes 
the absurdity of their censure of it, 
upon their own principles. Like one who 
knew what conviction it was fitted to 
carry to the human mind, he draws the 
following conclusion from it, /f / cast 
out demons by the spirit of God, then ts 
the kingdom of God come unto you: “Tf 
I restore demoniacs to their right mind 
by a divine power, the kingdom of the 
Messiah is certainly erecting amongst 
you.” Christians need not be ashamed 
to acknowledge, that they regard /he 
ejection of demons, if truly explained, as 
one of those august proofs of the mis- 
sion of their Redeemer, which were 
(lesignedtorecommend himto the rever- 
ence of mankind in all ages, It is well 
adapted to answer the same benevolent 
end with all the other miracles of the 
Gospel, which were both performed and 
recorded, shat we might believe that 
Jesus ts the Christ, the son of God, and 
that believing we might have life through 
his name, (John xx., 31). 

ae rte ES 

Can you believe that man has an immortal 
soul, when God’s Word teaches us that we must 
seele for immortality by patient continuance in 
wel) doing? Rom. li. 7. Why seck foritif wo 
have it? 


a 
at some dis- 


(deluded as they had hitherto been by 
s|the artifices of their countrymen) are 
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. | W. Bell, $1 ; M, Algire, $1; A. Norman, $2 ; 
| L. Tansey, $1; W. P. Bowman, $1; M. Davic 
!son, $1 ; J. Lowry, (donation) 35 ; total, S| 

Cost of publishing vol. 2, $145; which leaves 
a deficit of $J9* Deficit on vol. 1, $24; re- 
ceived from W, P. Bowman, (donation) $2, 
leaving a deficit of $22 ; making the total re- 
maining deficitvon the two volumes, $39 
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Tus is the last number of Tur 
Goop News that will be issued at pres- 
ent, and perhaps for all time. We find 
that we have not the spare time, under 
presént circumstances, to do justice to 
the matter required for publication, In 
|fact much that has appeared in the 
paper from dur pen has not been in as 
good shape as it would have been had 
| we been able to give more attention to 
| the articles, 


and papers “being published which ad- 







published in THe Goop News, which | against.” 


As there are many other periodicals | Uncle Daniel’s Bible Class (exegetical) ; 


vocate similar views, more or less, to! 





'those to whitch THe Goop News has 
been devoted, we will likely be heard 
from occasionally by at least a few of 
our subscribers and readers, through 
one or more of those, as we intend 
writing an article occasionally for pub- 
lication in sgme one of the papers allu- 
ded to. So farewell for the present, 
hoping that we may all meet in the 
Kingdom of God when “the kingdoms 





j of this world are become the kingdoms 
of our Lord and His anointed” (ones). 

















opinion in matters of doctrine. 


on earth, as the 7///4 universal empire, 
atthe second coming of the Messiah. 
But he continues, we are sorry to say, 
inconsistently we think, to preach the 


souls—the" doctrine which is; making 
infidels by thousands,every year. 

of Spurgeon’s publish 

tain some of the most blood-curdling 
teaching on this subject that could well 
be uttered by any sane person. 
belieye it to be nothing short of bla 


no doubt havé to answer to Him whose 
“mercy endureth for ever.” We hope 
Mr. Spurgeon will keep advancing in 
scripture truth until he eradicates this 


the scriptures teach this doctrine, but 
he utterly fails to prove this to be the 
case, as all must who attempt to deduce 
the doctrine from “all scripture.” 

Any one wishing to see what the Scriptures 
do teach on these subjects, with objections con- 
sidered, can do so by procuring THe Goop 
News, vols, 1 and 2, price 50c., at this oftice. 
Address A. Robinson, Bookseller, Belleville, 
Ontario, Canada. 

meres st 

We have remaining on hand about 
too copies of each number of THE 
Goop News that has been issued; in 
all 24 numbers; composing vols. 1 and 
2. We will send the two complete sets 
tor half the price of one, viz.: 50 cents. 
They are just the thing for general cir- 
culation among those not acquainted 
with the scriptural views of the nature 
of man, (body, soul and spirit); the 
nature and duration of future punish- 
ment of the wicked, the devil and de- 
mons, the Gospel of the Kingdom, 
Hell, etc. Besides these subjects many 
others receive attention. The popular 
doctrine of the Trinity and the pre-ex- 
istence of Christ are shown to be un- 
scriptural, as well as going to heaven 
at death. A number of passages which 
are considered, by those who believe 
and teach popular theology, to be 
against the views we advocate, are con- 
sidered and shown to be in harmony 
with, instead of against, our contention. 
Send for the papers, they are worth 
more than a hundred times the price 
to the seeker after truth. 
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hou shalt surely die.” Gen. ii. 17 —God. 

Thou ‘shalt not surely dic.”—Gen. iii, 4— 
The serpent. ' 

“The goul that sinneth it shall die.” —Kzek. 
18. 4, 20; Pan, 22. 29; 33. 19; Isa, 55, 3.—God. 

“The goul is immortal and cannot die,’ — 
The clergy, Which shall we believe the ser- 
pent and the clergy, or God Alinighty ¢ 
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, Sy - yo. 
We see Piasome of our exchanges | Prison (the popular 
that Spurgegn, the “renowned” preach-| Unscriptural) ; The Little Horn of Dan- 
er, is at the present time not in harmony | !¢! VIII. 


are glad to learn that Mr. Spurgeon naw | XVII, 2; 
preaches the good news (gospel) of the The Bride Adorned; 
establishment of the Kingdom of God] 4 Wonderful Dream ; 


pagan doctrine of the immortality of|@nd Mi 
the soul and the blasphemous and| Evil Sp 


Names daar ous coctn 1e of the|Sions ;” Reply to Dr. Wild’s Sermon on (ultimately) God shall wipe away all 
wai -torment of wicked 1mmortal|Man’s Immortality ; 


Some|sonal Devil; Unquenchable Fire and crying, 
éd sermons con-|the Worm; Has God a Plan; Good PAIN: for the former things are passed 


phemy and a libel on the character of| ings© 
God to teach this eternal torment doc- | #09 ; 
trine, for which those who teach it will ple go to Heaven ; 


monstrous dogma from his mind. Of ciple ; 
course, Mr, Spurgeon, no doubt, thinks | tal; I 


3ELOW we give a list of the titles to|cerning this sect (the little flock) we 

several of the articles which have been| know that everywhere it 1s spoken 

aes Acts xxvill.22, Althoughthe 

will give the reader some idea of the | glorious truths presented in Mr. Kel- 

nature of the subjects treated on in the loge’s sermon have been, with many other 

two volumes of this, paper; wherein! kindred truths, resurrected and zealously 

the popular teaching concerning the| promulgated by the little flock referred 
different subjects is shown to be unscrip-| to, for the past fifty years or more, he, 
tural ‘and in many cases of heathen | apparently, did not deem it fitting the 
Origin j- | occasion nor the company, to take cog- 
Soul (not immortal—its nature con-| nizance of them when mentioning the 
sidered from a scripture basis); The | great men of the world who have in a 
Destiny of the Wicked; The Gospel ; partial manner, we believe, preached 
The Necessity of the Reign of Christ |similar views concerning the second 
(on earth); Hinnom (Greek, Ge/enna, | coming of Him ‘whose right it 1s” to 
English, A/e//); The Religions of the} sit on David’s throne (Ezek. xxi, 25-27, 
Ancient World ; Important Statistics . | Luke i. 31-33) for the purpose of bless- 
Christianity and Morality ; The Devil ;| ing the nations (Gen, xxi. 18 ; Gal, iii, 
The Bible and the Monuments ; The | 16) and exalting the low and abasing 
Light of the World; Answers and In-| the high-minded individuals of the 
formation for all Enquirers ; Dialogue | earth. Of course the individuals com- 
on the Trinity; Did .Christ Pre-exist ?| posing this little flock do not assume 
[ any high-sounding worldly titles, such 
The Angels that Sinned; Immortality las Reverend, Right Reverend, Doctor 
and Everlasting Punishment; The Re-| of Divinity, Dean, Cardinal, Pope, and 
surrection of the Just; Did Jesus Die | the like, one of which (Reverend, Psa. 


|to satisfy God’s Anger, or to Reveal |cxi. 9) belongs exclusively toGod. Con- 


His Father’s Love to us?; The Parable | sequently it is not reasonable to suppose 

of the Ten Virgins and its Lesson ;| that fashionable “ Christianity ” would 
Prayer and Promise; Reasons why | take any notice of these unassuming 
believe that Human Immortality is Con- | people who nevertheless are, like the 
ditionai (not inherent, as taught by the disciples and ministers of the Church 
Clergy) ; What is the Gospel; Pessim- | of Christ in the first century, satisfied 
ism; Our Faith. and Hope; A Resur- and consider it an honor to be desig- 
rection of the Dead Indispensible to| nated as “Servants” (Acts iv. 29; Rom. 
Eternal Life; Our Name (as a religious li. x ; Matt. xxiv. 45-46) and “brethren” 
body); The Promises (made to Abra-| (Luke vili. 21; Rom. viii. 29; Heb. 11. 
ham and his seed); The Spirits in| 11) of Christ, and who, none the less, 
view shown to be| ‘earnestly contend for the faith which. _ 
was once delivered unto the saints,” in 

: The Gospel of the Kingdom ;| contradistinction to the traditions of 
Kingdom of Messiah; Hope;|jmen. The flock referred to is mostly 
Will the Earth be Burned up ;}j made up of the poor, as was also the 
The Fall of Satan; Salted | case in the days of its Founder, for the 
3ap-| poor accept the real gospel of Christ 
more readily than the rich. 

and the Devil;}| When Christ comes again the poor 
The Judgment;| will be looked after in other respects as 
To the Church | well as have the gospel preached unto 
of God in Christ Jesus, Greeting ; “‘De-} them ; and will not be put to shame by 
part and be with Christ ;”? Mortality and j fashionable “christians” (so called), for 
Immortality; Baptism—its necessity | the hungry shall be filled. God's truth 
Life and Death; Angels, Archangels|shall then not be confined to a little 
chae!; Satan Hindered Us;} flock, “for all shall know the Jsord from 
irits or Devils; “Many Man-|the least unto the greatest.” “ And 


Debt, Dirt, 


The Thief on the| tears from their eyes; and there shall 
Cross; Baptism—its subjects; A Per-|'be no more death, neithet sona@g._smam@ 
neither shall there be any more 
News; More Sure Word of Prophecy ;} away.” At this time “the tabernacle 
Mum Socials ; The End of the World ;! of God is with men, and he will dwell 


We| The Breath of Life; The Reply of “A} with them, and they shall be his people, 
5. | Student of the Bible” to Vox; Glad Tid- | and God Himself shall be with them, 


f the Coming Age; The Lord’sPor- | and be their God.” (Rev. xx. 3, 4.) 
The Bread of Life; Do GoodPeo-|_ But God “shall (first) send Jesus 
Born Again; Sacrifice | Christ, which before was preached unto 
and Atonement ; Possessed with Devils;! you: Whom the heaven must receive 
One Faith ; The Spirit in Man (shown | (retain) z##i/ the times of restitution of 
not to be an immortal entity); The} all things, which God hath spoken by 
Promised Inheritance ; What is a Dis-| the mouth of all his holy prophets since 
Tri-Personality ; Is Man Immor-| the world began.” (Acts 1ii- 20, 21) 
atal Mistake; Rome; Perilous} For Christ now sits on God’s throne 
imes; The Faith of Irenezus; The] (Rey. iii. 21) but in the time of “regen- 
Origin of Evil ; Spiritualism ; ““A New| eration,” “when the Son of Man shall 
Creature ;’? The Jubilee; Mr. Slade, | come in His glory,” “he shall sit in” His 
the Spiritualist Medium ; The Body of} own throne, “‘the throne of his glory. 
Christ ; Tobacco and its Effects ; Mat- (Matt. xix. 285 XXV. 31); for He must 
thew xxII., 32, considered; The New] ze/ez, till he hath put all enemies under 
Birth, or How an Individual is Born of| his feet.” He then “delivers up the 
Water and of Spirit; Thy Kingdom} Kingdom to God; even the Father; 
ome ; The Meaning of Baptism; Love} when he (Christ) shall haye put downall 
not the World; Have Faith in God ;/ (opposing) rule and all authority and 
Jesus soon is Coming What Hope have power.” (x Cor. xv. 24, 25). “Then 


you, Friend? ; Tobacco and Alcohol : 
The Authenticity of the Book of Daniel 
Historically proved ; ‘‘Great is Your Re- 
ward in Heaven ;’? A Few Questions 
Answered ; A Perpetual Pentecost ; Im- 


(when He comes) shall the King say 
unto them” (his followers) “Come ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you (in the purpose 
of God) from the foundation of the 


mortality of the Soul ; How, When, and| world.” So, “tear not, little flock; for 
Where should we Pray; Future of the/it is your Fathers good pleasure to 
Jewish Nation; Concerning Gen. 11., 175} give you the kingdom.” (Luke xii, 32 ; 
Just to the Point ; Follies of Fashion ;| Dan. ii. 44, 45; vil. 18, 21, 22, 27)) 
“Pray Without Ceasing ;” Paul in the| The promise is, that “if we suffer (on ac 
Body and out of the Body ; The He-| count of Christ and the gospel of th} 
brew People in the Light of History and} Kingdom) we shall alsg reign with him 
Prophecy ; The Rich Man and Lazarus ;| “over the nations.” (2 Tim. ii. 12 
Matthew x., 28, explained; The Death} Rey. ili. 21; 11. 26, 27). Although ne 








of Adam ; Evil Spirits ; etc., etc. much attention is now given tothe “litt 
> flock,” by the popular religionists ani 
The Son cf Man’s Coming. worldlings cf this age they will receivg 
; “in the age to come, eternal life” (Mar 
[Below we reproduce a sermon which | x. 30,.margin Rey. Version, N.T.), ani 
was preached some time ago in St. | shall sing the song of the redeemed ani 
James’ Square Presbyterian Church, | experience what is taught in this portia 
Toronto, by Dr. Kellogg, of the same} of it:—‘“Thou” (Christ) “hast made us 
city. ‘The sermon originally appeared/unto God Aints and Priests and 
in print in the Toronto AZai/. We re- |shall reign on the EARTH.” Thy 
produce it in THe Goon News for two} do not seek to occupy the exalted pt 
reasons,—first, because it is in harmony | sitions of this world, nor to be exaltd 
with the teachings of the Word of God ;/ to heaven at death, for the reason tht 
second, because members of the popu-| God has not promised in His Wod 
lar churches will he more apt to read | either of these exalted positions to te 
and heed the production than they | household of faith: and moreover, FS 
would if the author were a member of} Word teachesjus that whet we die fe 
the “little flock ;” for, as it was in the}are totally dead until Christ comes od 
days of the apostles so now “as con-'raises us from the dead; for we leat, 
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THE GOOD NEWS. 
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if there be ho resurrection even ‘Heat Evidently it must be that coming of which So also, to watch for the Lord Jesus from . 


| that it is certain that the Lord ec; ot come “hrict’e - ; 4h 
which have fallen asleep (died) in ( ‘hrist the disciples had asked Him, saying, ‘Master, | Heaven is to expect the Lord penne from | in our day at all; that, in fact, Oany. be ot saat laly » appearing. The betrothed 
have perrched ; woul ineeeniee ~~ | what shall be the sign of hy coming, and of | Heaven. He is absent now #,4put we do sumed as certain that He will not come for | maiden who expects day by day her affi- 
- Perished, and would therefore have | ¢he end of the age?’ ‘The text is, a part of | not expect him to be absent always, _ Welook | centuries, But these arc just as much in the | 49Ced one toclaim her as his bride doe 
no hope excepting in this life. (1 Cor. | the answer to this question, and the ‘‘coming” | for His return. ‘This, accordingly, Is said to} Wroug us the others, and like them are acting | NOt satisfy herself wit} ag. “Sora Pes 
XV} John Ve aim nle 22) 245 Heb, xi, | in the answer must be the coming referred to} have been the attitude of the primitive boliey- | in direct contravention of our Lord’s plain or with liste s wOen Inere expectation 
35; John vi. 39, 40, 44, s4: 1 Thess. | in the question, ‘This settles it, you must see, | ers. ) Thus Paul describes nips and the “ ords, that not even the angels of God know " . ia 1 piece Lo) his coming, She 
iv. 1 1-16 - Luke x pete yn _| once for all, that the words cannot have the Philippian believers as nen W ie itizenship the time of His coming. If not they, how| ~°?5 lerself in readiness to give him 
Seeger Sire xX. 3735 2Cor 1. 95! slightest reference to death. They are often so | was in Peave n, ‘from: whence 4180 we look foy much less do we? If the angels do not know. |@ suitable welcome So with th y 
lv, 14.) God has promised that His }applied; but without the smallest warrant | the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, Who shall] are the commentators and the sheolgsins ing of the iyaay > rl ; Bri aaiect 
people shall be “exalted,” not to in-| from the context. For when the disciples | change the bodies of our humiliation into the} wiser than they? It is just in this way that Avent hing bel; ae Bs sridegroom. 
herit heaven, but “& to inherit the | asked the Master, “What shall be the sign of| likeness of His own body of glory. multitudes of Christian people put themselves F : - me reliever will be a ready be- 
fanz” as well as to be kings and priests Thy coming,” did they mean to ask what were So in I Thess, i., 9; 10, we até told that the | 14 mental position in which it has become | lever. Thus it 


iS quite possible thatone 
ng the 
\and be a great stude 
and ot the sig 


o 


: | the signs of a man’s dying? The question | heathen neighbors of the Thessalonian Chris- 
in the age to come, answers itself. I repeatit then; that to apply | ie 


to heaven “the meek” “shall inherit the | this text to death, as is often done, is to use it | 
earth,” and this is a “blessed” thing ac- | in 4 sense for which there is not the least jus- 
g 


impossible for them to obey this command of | May be expect 
our Lord to watch. E 

In opposition to all such theories, whether 
they fix the time of the advent either in the 


Instead of going Bek pe 
opnecy, 
ns of the times, and yet 


tians described them as having tw9 peculiarities ; 
they had “turned to God from idols,” ang they 
were “waiting for the Son ot God from Hea- 


. 
C=} / 





cording to the Scriptures (see Matt tification in the whole Olivet discourse ; und | ven, even Jesus.” ‘This their expectation that | near or the distant future, stand unaltered our BOL be obeying this command. 
53; Psa. xxxvii. 9-18): for tl 7 vil | is to substitute for a command actually given that crucified Jew, Jesus the Nazarene, would | S4viour's very solemn words, ‘‘Ye know not | With all his expectation of the Bride- 
QoQ» £sd. XXXVI, GQ » for then “evil-| by our Saviour another quite different com- | aonje in glory in the clouds Of Heaven, was | When the Master of the house cometh 


Pr) * at eve 
doers shall be cut off,” and “SHALL | such a prominent thing with them that it at- | OF at midnight, or at the cock-crowing soe in 
NOT BE” (ver. 10), therefore they} . Is then the coming of which He speaks the] tracted universal attention. Let me ask you | the morning. What I say unto you, I say | 
“all nor see life” (John. iii 36), for Begunticn ol qaeueolginel ,_ So: Gant eave | in passing whether you Eek yt. an intelli- ) aote ay een. ‘ 

nex sh; onn e oa imagined, bul neither wi MS Opinion stand & | vent heathen coming to Toronto, or any other As therefore this commanc atch for the 
they shall be consumed into smoke | caretul examination of the SoHE E It is in- Varese in TOnrintanidont if asked to Bete Lorg’s Second Advent rec ee ea 
(ver. 20) but the meek “shall delight | deed trne that the Lord did speak in this dis- | Christians in general by the two particulars lant for Him as well as t 
themselves in the al which most attracted bis atteftion, would be| Plain that it requires 


groom and his concern to be found in the 
company of those who ZO Out to meet 
Him, a man may very possibly forget 
to take oil in his vessel with his lamp. 
Let us remember this. I need not re- 
mind you in what this readiness for 


mand which He never gave at all. 





























juires us to be vigi- 
A P a 
o expect Him, it is 


undance of peace,” | course; and very fully, of a coming destruction us to re 


) A gard His advent| Chricst?’< cam; Sarin : 
and consequently will be in a “blessed” 7 Seta aun 1} obs Aeoularen UO | likely to mention as one of these” that they | 284 continual possibility. Some of you may per- | cE ent 4 DEE 
28 ae lees 238 srael which should then begin, and continue | were a people differing from Others in this, | #4ps be saying that yon cannot do this bee: use | aith an repentance ; it is ex- 
state. We are told plainly in the Scrip- | —as we learn from Luke’s account of the same eae pope i A asta) Z 


eS et tT, , , : : ; that they were all looking for the Lord Jesyg 
tures that “the righteous shall be recom-| discourse—in the scattering of the Jews) fron Heaven? Or might he not attend many 


persed IN THE EARTH: much/ mong all nations, and the treading down of fa church for a long time, and mingle with 
more the wicked and the sinner,” (Pro-| J@"s#lem by the Gentiles till the times of 


of many things which you think must take 
place before the Lord can come. In other 
words, you have a theory of prophetic inter- 


| Pressed in holiness and unworldliness 
| of life, a life such as shall bear a con- 
| “inuous witness to the world that we 





| ‘ : . * ; ioe 
em Mk | many professed believers for years, and meyer | pretation, more or less definite, and according : : : 3 
verbs xi. 31.) Another scriptural reason Pest Sparen should ma Se vane | once hear the subject mentioned? Answer this | if that theory the Lord cannot come in our | do lean believe in Christ’s atoning 
SS AE ies . ; = | XXL, <4). But itis none the less impossible | question at your leisure. tor ourselves, and |@4Y. ‘The answer to this very common ob-| deat dis glorious resurrecti 
against the idea that the righteous £0 lo | to understand the coming of the Son of Man | y y eB K Jean ‘ B urrection, and 


diaw your own conclusions. - Meantime, Jet; jection is very simple, namely, duty first, 
me call your attention to the words in the theory afterward. The Lord has not command- 
Epistle to Titus, ii, 14, wherein Paul says! ed you to have a theory of prophectic inter- 
| that the “grace of God which hath appeared pretation, but he has commanded you to 
| to all men bringing salvation,” teaches ys| Watch for His appearing, on the express 

“that we should live soberly, righteously, and | §t0und that you do not know but that He 
gouly in this present world—" and with this | ™4y come “‘in the first watch.” It is a good 
inany Christians stop! But Paul did not stop | thing to have a theory, if a true one ; but it is 
with this ; he continued :—“The grace of God better yet and safer to obey the Lord, And 
| which bringeth salvation........teacheth us if we find that anything in our understanding 
that we should live... ..- looking for that | 2 Scripture hinders us from maintaining the 
blessed hope, even the glorious appearing of our attitude of expectant vigilance toward the 
great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ.” But I Lord’s coming which is here enjoined, it will | 
need not multiply proofs. It will be granted at least be prudent to inquire whether we 


heaven is that they “shall inherit the| 
Jand, and dwelltherein Jorever”” (Read 
Psa. 37). The writer of the Proverbs 
says, “The righteous ska// NEVER BE RE- 
MOVED ; but the wicked shall not in-| all the evangelists, Jesus expressly said that 
habit the earth.” (Proy, x, 30). How| this / coming” should be ‘‘atter” the Jewish | 

a are é | tribulation. For I take it to be self-evident 
then can the righteous go to heaven? that when, of two events named, one is said 
vr t . | ’ . r A u : 7 
hey ado not go to heaven, but they in-| to take place after the other, they cannot be one 
herit the “kingdom of heaven,” or hea-| 2nd the same event. The “coming of the Son 
veu's kingdom, which will be set up of Man in the clouds of heaven,” of which we 
when Christ comes, and eventually it 


of which He then speaks—Matt. xxiy., 30, 
Luke xxi., 27—and to which He refers in the 
| injunction of the text, of that destruction of 
| the Holy City. Do you ask me why? I an- 
swer, for the simple reason that, according to 


| ¢mmuinent appearing as earth's rightful 
King. _ Faith, repentance, holy living 
—herein is the only preparation.* Let 
| us not deceive ourselves. No half pre- 
paration is consistent with the attitude 
| Of a soul watching for the Saviour’s 
(coming. It will not be found enough 
to be in the virgin company, to be en- 
rolled as church members in good and 
regular standing. Remember that half 
of that virgin company in the parable 





read in verse 30, cannot, therefore, be the de- 





L : ‘ may 

struction of Jerusalem ; and so, when, in the b “di j t be misunde i 3 Seri These | e7e Shut out from th rriag pper. 
oye . e : ) j y all, that, according to the Scripts res e ) Hot be misunderstanding the Scripture, hese Om the marriage supper. 
will 4ill the whole earth under heaven,” text, with reference to that coming, He charges | ‘ } ires,, the | = : 


words, then, make it our dut 


primitive Church obeyed the command of the 
the Lord may very 


y, believing that | 
| text by living in the coust#at expectation of 


: Nay, we may say more s has been 
but not in heaven.—Mate. y. 3, 10; viii. | US to “‘watch,”’ because we know not when it | f cea, aes E 


wane possibly come in our gener-| truly remarked, “Even the best pre- 
If, 123. xxi. 43; Dan. chapters 2 and Shall be, we are forbidden to apply it to that the Lord Jesus from Heaven. This expecta- | #tlon, to be ever looking out for any signs that | y A et 


event. We may go further and say, with the ut- 
inostconfidence, that the comingspoken of iy the 
text cannot refer to anything that has tuken 
place from that day to this. or the evan- 
gelist Luke (xxi., 23, 24) describes the pre- 
dicted “tribulation” as continuing in the scat- 


pared were not quite ready.” For ob- 
serve, it is said, that suddenly wakened by 
the cry that the bridegroom was at hand, 
“all those virgins,” not the foolish only, 
but the wise as well, “arose and trm- 


7; Zech. ix. 10. This kingdom is to 
be “an everlasting kingdom and all 
daminions shall serve and obey Him.” 
Dan. vil. 27. The foregoing is in har- 
mony with Mr. Kelloge’s scriptural ser- | tering of the Jews among all nations, and the 
mon, but although these things are pro-| subjection for a long time of Jerusalem to 
minently set forth in the Scriptures they | Geutile power. _No one needs to be told that, 
Dare scarcely ever preached by the clergy : as a mnatter of fact, that tribulation on the 
4 rdingly whe » read Mr, Kellc ©,’ | Jews is in force still to-day. It is evidently 
accordimsly when we read Mr, ~EN085 S| lightening, but is not yet quite ended. It is 
_ sermon we likened it to the oasis in the| plain, then, that the coming which was to 
desert. But we are glad to see that| take place “‘afterthe tribulation” is still in 


tion was plainly included in their conception | May betoken His near approach. 
of watching. wul be such signs, the Lord has plainly told 
Thus Prof, Fisher, of Yale College (nota pre- | US. He said that when we should see certain 
millenarian), in his account of primitive faith | things coming to pass, we might “know that 
aud doctrine, says of Lees :—-"Their Hones ney, ais Os the degre eee BG mr 
yearning for their absent uord min sled j 32] and paraiiels). nd, it may be addod, & : os 
vith the conviction that the Saves Cae also taught that although this was true, yet med their lamps.” From this itappears 
would be incomplete until there should be a | te most of men would never notice the signs, | that the lamps of even the wise, because 
stupendous manilestation of His power in con- a ae ve pup terpret them ; for He eat they had neglected to watch, had be- 
nection with it, very hour’s delay in His | @t the day would come ‘as a snare on a un ; im- 
coming was a painfal postponement Hf a wish | them that dwell on the face of the whole earth” ae ig cana a ae cet 
that pined for its fulfilment........'This ex- | (Luke xx1., 35). But He said that there Bie PAN ce SEN 
pectation is expressed by all the Apostles in would be signs for him who would heed them. profession where there is not yet full 
terins which admit of no other interpretation. Among these He named, for example, the uni- | readiness to meet Christ. 


That there 











the tuture. 


even oecasionally a clergyman is bold 


Hence when our Lord says, 







“Watch, for ye know not the day or the hour 


i id > : “2 ~ “ mS 
enough t@ present these glorious truths, | when the Son of Man cometh,” He is warning 


» ain order that more may learn to “Jove”! us with regard to something which is yet for 
—tire Lord’s “appearing,” instead of to| all men in the future. What then can the 
dread it, as the great mass of popular coming be, so certain to occur, so uncertain as 


4 to time, tor which he'commands us to watch ? 
church people do; which shows that Ifnyt death, if not the destruction of Jerusa- 


they are mot in the attitude exhibited|lem, what can the predicted coming be but 
‘by Paul, as in the following :—*I have | that literal, glorious, visible personal com- 
“fought the good fight, I have  finish- ing gf the poeen and reer Jesus in the 
edithielcourse: l haveiee ETHE faith: clouds of heaven, in which the Whole Chris- 
feu! Sty sy Ale cep av” +| tian Chureh in all her creeds professes to be- 
henceforth there is LArp up for me the lieve, but of which she thinks, in these days, 


‘crown of righteousness, which the Lord, | 8° little? It is for His still future, glorious, 
therighteousjudge,shallgiveto me atthat | V'sible advent in glory and majesty, that the 


: : Lord Jesus, standing thus at the head of the 
day (mentioned In verse t—the day of} Ghristian ages, and calling aloud to His 
Christ’s appearing): and not only to} Church as she journeys onward through the 
me; but also to a// them that have loved | darkening centuries, bids her continually to 
Ais appearing. Read 2 Tim. iv. 1-8. wateh, And we learn from Mark, that in 

. ; order that no disciple of Christ in any coming 
If we do not love the appearing of our 


generation night deem himself absolved from 
Lord how cah we expect the crown when | this very solemn charge, He added these 
he-comes ? 


‘And why should Paul’s | words to his disciples who first received the 

‘crown be “laid up” until the coming of | C°™mand area ae I say unto you, 
[eet ae a , 2 I say unto a/l, Watch |” 

Carist if he expected to go to heaven] 7% ; 


> Let no one of you imagine that in this the 
at death? Apparently his crown has preacher is propounding some theological fancy 


now been laid up 1800 years; but we| peculiar to himself. On the contrary, with- 


. 


arn; Supra De veh out fear of contradiction I afttirm this to be 
k it will not remain laid Oa) the professed though much-neglected faith of 


years longer according to the signs of Christendom. So plain is the Saviour’s teach- 
the times. ing as to His second advent,and so manifest the 
If the reader wishes to learn more| duty which is laid upon uS in the text, that 
. = . . ul Ace ‘ Ve ~ , 7 Sweet) 
bout “the faith once for all delivered | 9U °W2 Confession of Faith it chap. Xxxiil, 
to th ares Z ve , | lias devoted a whole section to it, in which we 
0 the saints let him or her, as the case have these words :—‘‘As Christ would have 
may be, send fifty cents to the office of | us to be certainly persuaded that there shall 
ithis paper and in return we will send| be a day a JNCe Dien, -so will He 
vols. r and 2 complete (24 numbers) of have that day unknown to men, that they 
‘THe G j IL be | @ay be always watchful, because they know 
HE GoOopD News, in which wi ©! not what hour their Lord will come.” 
found a large amount of matter on the The meaning of these words in the Confes- 
‘different subjects touched upon herein, 
Oesides many others of great interest to | 
the seeker after truth. We will send 


sion, which we as Presbyterians profess to re- 
ceive as a true exhibit of the teaching of Holy 

the papers free to any not able to send 

the price. —Ep1ror. | 


Scripture, has been put with admirable elear- 
ness by the late Rev. Pro. A. A. Hodge, D.D., 

T EXT.—‘* Watch, therefore; for ye know 
meither the day nor the hour when the Son of 


of Princeton, N.J., in his “Commentary on 

the Westminster Confession,” where lie says: 
Man cometh.” —Matthew, xxiv., 42; xxv., 18. 
On one plinciple of interpretation we shall 


—‘*This section teaches........ that the de- 
signed effect of the attituce of uncertain- 
all be able to agree. It is this: that in all 
#ases the eontext and subject of discourse | 


ty with regard to the time of the second ad- 
are to be allowed decisive force in determining 


vent in which the saints are placed, is 
that they should regard it as always imme- 

in any passage of Scripture what any word or 

phrase tay mean. The question ever is, not 


diately impending.” * 

It is then for the future, second, glorious, 
personal coming of Jesus Christ that the text 
commands us to watch. We may take that 
as certain. In further exposition and applica- 

What may, or might, or could, this word or'| tion of the words, I shall endeavour to show 
phrase be understood to mean, but what, in 
the light of the context, does this word or 
phrase mean in this particular place ? The | 
principle needs to be borne in mind in ap- 
proaching these words ofour Lord. ‘The ques- | 


you, first, what is included in the idea of 
watching, and secondly, what are some of the 

tion is not whether the phrase ‘‘the coming 

of the Son of Man” may conceivably be applied | that watching always includes three things, 

connection ? 1.—The first element in watching is expect- 

Which He commands His disciples to watch. | but it is plain that you do not expect him to 


leading motives by which our Lord has en- 

to death, or the destruction of Jerusalem, or | Expectation, Vigilance, and Preparation. All 

Grant, if you like, that there are many dif-| ancy, If you tell me that you are watching 
rie 

Till we know that we cannot obey Him. be absent always. You expect him to return. 


forced the cominand, 
any spiritual or providential intervention of| three are essential ; leave out any one of these, 
re sh, ‘ ” , 7 . vf 7 7 
erent “comings” of the Son-of Man ; we want | for the return of one of your household from 


I.—First then, what is it to “watch” for 
the second coming of the Lord? J answer, 
the Lord, but how does the context require us | and a man is not obeying the command of the 
rors q . . . ‘ | o 
to understand this phrase in this particular | text. 
B know what is that particular ‘fcoming” of | a journey, I infer that you are expecting his 
Neh the Lord speaks in this place, and for) return from that Journey. He is absent now, 








To put any other. construction on these pas- 
Sages, as if the coming to which they 


would be to introduce a dangerous license in 
interpretation, and one which might be em- 


ployed to subvert the paincipa) doctrines of the | S184 of which His disciples had asked Him. 


Clivistian ; a @ . ctation is 
expressed in most of the Fathers of the second 
century.” 


To the same effect is the téstimony of Gib-: 
bon and all the historians of the primitive 
Church. he believers of that time were 
eminently’ a people who were distinguished 
from all others by their avowed and carnest 
expectation of te Lord Jesus from Heaven. 
That was the way in which they understood 
the Saviour’s command as given in the text. 
In this we are culled. to imitate them.* 

2. But although expectation is essential to 
watching, yet, if that be all, there is no watch- 
ing. It is evident that I may be expecting a 
friend, and yet not be watching for that friend. 
If, for example, my friend has gone to Ba- 
rope and }has told me that he will return, 
but not under a year, I shall certainly expect 
his return, but till that time is up I shall not 
watch for him. Evidently, watching is more 
than mere expectation. It includes also 
vigilance. By vigilance is meant a careful 
looking for and serutiny of what signs there 
quay be of the near approach of him for whom 
I watch. The sentinel on outpost duty 
watches, not merely by a general expectation 
of the approach of the enemy, but by a careful 
looking tor and scrutiny of whateyer sign he 
may see or hear, or think he sees or hears, of 
the enemy’s approach. You watch for the 
coming of your absent friend, by listening in- 
tently for every footfall on the pavement, every 
sound of yoices on the street, which may be- 
token the near appearing of his face. Hence 
it is plain that vigilance implies a belief not 
only that the person for whom we watch will 
come some time, but that he may come soon. 
Do not forget this. There may thus be expecta- 
tion without vigilance ; but there can be no 
watching without vigilance. The virgins in 
the parable were all of them, wise and foolish, 
expecting the bridegroom ; else they had not 
been in the marriage procession; but they 
failed none the less in watching, Thrown off 
their guard by the bridegroom's unexpected 
delay, they all, wise and foolish, fell asleep, 
and thus while they had not ceased to expect 
that he would come some time, they ceased to 
be vigilant, and therewith ceased to watch. It 
is plain, if this be 80, that if we will obey the 
command of our Lord to watch for His second 
coming, we must not assume to fix in our minds 
THE TIME OF HIS ADvENT. ‘This is very 
often done, It is done in two ways. There 
are those who fix @ time in the near future ; 
there are others who fix a time in the distant 
future. Some say the Lord will come in 1888, 
or 1897, or some other near date. Others say 


"The Bible pointedly teaches that, instead 
of tthe saints going to heaven, Jesus comes to 
the saints on earth, and resurrects those of 
them who have ‘fallen asleep,” and rewards 
them here, and they reign with Him on the 
earth, over the nations. In waiting for Christ 
they wait for the Kingdom of God. See Luke 
xxili,, 51; Matt. xxv., 84; Rev. xx., 4, 5; 
Dan.. vii., 18-27; Rev. ii., 26, 27; xxii., 12; 
Acts xv., 18-17 ; 1 Cor. xv., 20-28. No man 





hath ascended into heaven, John iii, 13; 
xill., 33; xiv,, 2, 3; Acts ii, 29-34,—-Iup, 


Goop NEws. 


refer }’ , F : 
were anything else than the Second Advent, |40™ Shall be ‘preached in all the world for a 


Let us lay 
it to heart that if we are indeed wating 
for the Son of God from Heaven, it will 
not do to rest easy with a barely credi- 
ble profession. It will not prove 
enough to have lamps of profession; 
not enough that these lamps even be 
burning in a doubtful, flickering fashion. 
We must take heed that we hay 
speak, a superabundance of the oil of 
divine grace, adequate to the last degree 
of delay by which our faith may be 
tested. We must also see to st that 
our lamps of profession are kept trim- 
med, so that they shall not only burn, 
but burn brightly. Let us not forget 
our Saviour’s solemn charge concerning 
His advent, “Take heed to yourselves 
lest at anytime your hearts be over- 
charged with surfeiting and drunken- 
ness”—that may not touch us, but the 
next words touch us all—*overcharged 
with cares of this life, and so that day 
come upon you unawares,” Ah! this 
indeed warns us all! How many our 
cares! and how they tend to preoccupy 
the mind so as to kill out a watchful 
spirit and make us forget that ‘the 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh!” 
Business cares, family cares, household 
and domestic cares and perplexities, for 
ourselves, for our houses, for our chil- 
dren—cares all of this life! ‘Take 
heed,” warns our Saviour, “lest your 
hearts be overcharged with these cares 
so that ye shall forget to watch, and 
the day which’shall come as a snare shali 
come upon you unawares. 

IJ. In closing I will now advert 
briefly to the motives by which our 
Lord has enforced this so neglected com- 
mand, 

1. Of these the first and most fre- 
quently insisted on is that which is men- 


versal preaching of the Gospel. ‘He said, in 
80 many words, when this Gospel of the King- 


Witness among all nations, tlien shall the end 
be,”"—‘‘the end of the age,” concerning the 


He described also the social condition of that 
périod.as a time when there should be ‘‘on 
earth distress of nations with perplexity ; 
mems hearts failing them for fear, and for 
loofing after those things which are coming 
on the earth.” And Peter described the reli- 
gions condition of that time in saying that 
many should be found denying that the Lord 
would ever come at all, on the ground that 
the laws of nature were uniform, and so on :-— 
‘In the last days shall come scoffers, saying, 
where is the promise of His coming? for since 
the fathers fell asleep all things continue as 
they were from the beginning of the creation.” 
(2 Peter iii., 4). But this will suffice. The 
command teaches that we are to be looking 
out for the appearing of any such signs as 
these, lest, coming suddenly, the Master find 
us sleeping. ; 

But in reply to this we are often pointed to 
the disappointments of Christians in this mat- 
ter. Men, we are told, have often thought 
that they discerned the signs, and have 
thought the Lord was near, and yet He has 
not come. And.with this multitudes think 
they have sufficiently excused themselves from 
obeying the Lord’s command. But what 
should we think of reasoning like this in 
earthly affairs? What, for instance, would 
you think of the sentinel who, on perilous 
picket duty, because he could not tell with 
certainty when the rustling of the ieaf or the 
distant tramp of horsemen, betokened the ene- 
my’s approach, because he had often misinter- 
preted such facts and been alarmed for nothing, 
should therefore excuse himse}f from any far- 
ther attention to such things and suffer all 
such signs to go unheeded? Would you like 
to feel that your life was in the hands of such 
a soldier ? ; 

Or what, at sea, would you think ff, with 
the angry clouds gathering around, the sea 
and the waves roaring, the commander should 
refuse even to pay attention to these things, 
on the ground that often he had misinterpre- 
ted and thought a storm coming when it was 
not? Would you like to Bs as ae theron: 

ander of that kind? And shall we act more! 4 s : rt lpg 
abel is our conduct more excusable, if, being tioned in the NESS eae errs uae te 
warned that Jesus Christ is certainly returning, the time. Ye know not the day a 
that His coming will be as the lightning in its | hour when the Son of Man cometh. 
suddenness, bringing glory to the ready, judg- These words have never yet been taken 
ment to the unready, charged too by Himself k. They stand, for all believers in 
to keep a vigilant outlook for Him; yet, be- | back. ey at aa Magee RSE aon 
cause we are not made infallible, take no heed ! all ages, a most impressly air 
to signs which may be heralding His approach warning to continued watchfulness— 
—signs which, he has told us, shall as surely ba for death, as we have clearly seen, 
co before His coming as the cloud goes before ; that second coming of the Lord 
the storm, the dawn before the sunrise a Shall but for tat x His believin people, 
we act on this wise? God forbid ! a fe | which, for all is be g Be 
let it be for us that our Lord has bidden us be | shall END DEATH IN RESURRECT ‘ 
vigilant ? He knows better far than we where- | When it shail be we know not. It 
POUL wisdom Bes vue ee pa aEh ane ae Ne sno heatirst watch, for the 

; for P vatehfuiness Should hay ar) bile). 2 % . 
SOT TERENAS that sad reproof to some of | Saviour has said so; it may not a till 
old: ‘‘How was it that ye did not discern||gter, The Church may have nae 
the'signs of the times?” — | years of weary wasting yet before her, 

But while expectation and viguance *We must also be baptised into Christ in 
are essential elements in that watching) 1. t. become heirs of the Kingdom or of 
which the text enjoins, they Jue eh what was promised through Abraham Se 
the whole of it. It is imphed also that Rani “Gal. iii; Gen. ppd tee -17; 
we shall keep ourselves in readiness Luke, 70-74; John iii., 5.—Ep. @. N, 
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_.—-—-eeme. In the first days of the Church, : 1 thy sc r 
when the virgin company had not yet/say, with a greater emphasis than ever} hast delivered us from the hand of the| Lord thy God. 





THE GOOD NEWS. 


or her redemption may be just at hand, | pec uliar and distinguishing gras c a 
So far from its' being certain that Christ | those of His disciples whom when 

will not come for centuries, it is quite} comes He shall find watching. x 
lis written that He said, Luke xu, 37 


yssible according to the Seriptures, x 
Soak “Blessed are those servants whom th 


that, for anything any man really knows | 
to the contrary, Many of us may ¢ 

: . ur » i ap- ny; 
witness, without dying, the glorious )iny ; | 
. an : : | gird Himself, and make them to sit dow: 
pea x. 4 ea ’ | 

What a motive this for watchfulness ! | to meat, 
for the’ most} them. 
thor-| second watch, or 


for liveliest expectation, And if He shall ‘ bine in 
wakeful vigilance, for the most come in the 
wugh preparation |” How ean we be ex- 
cused if we neglect 1t! | th 
z. Another metive to watchtulness | this means. x Tedg none 
which our Lord has given us is found; what this special grace thus hguré 


thire 


| those servants.” You will 


in His warning that when at last He tively set forth may . prove abo baticayt 
does come, that coming will be to the| but the words do certainly assure us 
ee [t will} that a special blessing will be given ; 
1 world-| by the Lord when He comes to those took possession of their territory accord- 
} disciples who had obeyed His com-/} ing to the terms of the covenant which 
Less than that the| they had entered into with Him, which 


most of men a greak SUTBTISE. 
be a surprise not only to avowec 
lings and unbelievers, | ho 
also to the Church, All the parables | mand to watch, ss : 
A i . if - 7s > - 1@ YT ¢ 
ind illustrations which he uses regarding | words cannot teach. Shall we not a 
; . . : Fs ; / } rs ¢ " « a. : aT) , ; e 
His coming set tbisforth. It was while} strive to attain a participation in that 
> s . 


but, He tells us, | 


/ : - “ 
the servant was saying, “My Lord de- grace? = But I AU NLL BC} 
ran -» that the Master of | though much might be added. Let us 


. . > 
ayeth His coming: ¢ : ay E 
A house came art was while “all the} take heed to this neglected command 


irzins,” wise, mark, as well as foolish, | of Christ. As the saintly Ruther- 

; F . ; : aaa ' . : Va sc 

“4 or soundly sleeping, that the startling ford said, ‘‘Persuade yourselves, the 

pcs was heard, “Behold the bridegroom | Avzg is coming! Read His letter sen 

eth | Go ye out to meet Him !” | before Him—‘Behold I come epic | 
. ; Ss (Daara Jay ; sarie ight watch! 

It is while men shalf be saying, “Peace | Wait with the wearied nig 

and safety, TA ane 

destruction shall come upon then), and} sky!" aoe wo 

they shall not escape. The day of the} come in “a little while. 

coming of the Son of Man shall be, |t 

Christ said, “as t 

Noah had been preaching for several | in 


The Lord said that He would 
Is it not cer- 


twenty years had been telling of the} how much more we, now that almost 
But they dd not delieve| two thousand years have gone! 


coming flood. : 
ao > they probably thought the old} Took about you! Are there no sig- 


man fanatical or daft. They went on nificans signs which should waken every 
sith their worldly living just the same, | one of us to a trimming ot lamps and 


For it} linen, and silk 


Nee ¢e| Lord when He cometh shall find watch- 
/ - verily, I say unto you, that He shall 


and will come forth and serve 
the 


watch, and find them so, blessed are 
ask what 
I reply, I do not know in 


Thus wast thou decked with gold and 
silver; and thy raiment was of fine 
and broidered work ; 
thou didst eat fine flour, and honey and 
oil: and thou wast exceeding beautiful, 
and thou didst prosper into a kingdom. 
And thy renown went forth among the 
heathen for thy beauty ; for it was per- 
fect through My comeliness, which |] 
had put upon thee, saith the Lord 
God.” (Ezek. xvi, 5-14). 

This passage tells the whole story, 
The Lord delivered the people from 
Egypt, led them through the wilder- 
ness, gave them a law, entered into 
a covenant with them, and they became 
His people, and He their God, They 
were then married to the Lord, and 
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was a conajuonal lease. As long as 
they fulfilled the terms of the covenant 
they were to remain in the land, with 
certain privileges and blessings, grant- 
ed to them by the owner, 

But in the accomplishment of all 
this they hud “prospered into a 
kingdom.” ‘The question which now 


The Jand belonged to the Lord. ‘Thus 


» Paul declares that sudden| Watch for the breaking of the Eastern| He says: “The land shall not be sold} such testimony ? 


forever; for the land is Mine.” (Ley, 
xxv., 23). The Lord took the people 


ain that much of that little while must] out of Egypt, and led them through David; “The 
he days of Noah.”| be already gone? If Paul could even the wilderness, He drove out the nations | me before all the house of my father to 
his day say, “Now is your salvation before them and gave them cities and be king over Israel forever; tor He 
hundred years, and for a hundred and|nearer than when ye first believed,”| villages, and a land flowing with milk hath chosen Judah to be the ruler; and 
tun years, and honey, and became their King. | of the house of Judah, the house of my 
A novice ought to be able to tell whose | father ; 
A King so wealthy, | father He liked me to make me k 
wise and powerful as to do all this for! over all 
a people, would certainly claim the| (for the Lord hath 


kingdon this was. 


“eating and drinking, and marrying and | closest vigilance? The Gospel “shall| kingdom as His Own. 


giving i marriage, and knew not till| be preached for a witness among all 


: i ; ne!” + | doubt. 
d came and swept them all} nations; then shall the end come! ASI E obey a 
er SS ” adds the Saviour, “shall| Haye those words no special note of| able to call'this the Lord’s Kingdom, | xxviii. 4, s.) 


But as to this we are not left in|son, to git upon the throne of the Kin 
It is not only perfectly reason-| dom of the Lord over Israel. 


it be in the day when the Son of Man|warning in this missionary century?| but the Bible furnishes us with positive 


is revealed.” 


fhe Church was tobe unexpectant; men | proof that it was His, and that jt was | certainly following 


Hesee it appears that one of the/ should be looking torward to years of| So recognized by the children of Israel 


most common reasons given by Chris- peace and safety, H 
tians for declining ¢o pay attention to| sign? Canwediscern it? True, the cry of 


this truth and duty, namely, that the} warning is heard, and ever more and| were sold into the hand of the Midian-| Ruler, and which was also the Kingdom 
most of people do not believe in it, andjmore. A McCheyne, the Bonars, a} ites and were corely oppressed, so th 


understand the Scriptures differently, 


How is it with that} themselves, 


When the Jsraelites, for their sins, 





arises is, Whose kingdom was this?|xii., 12, 13). 





Thus while 


rranted the n: God their rea King | that the restoration of the twelve tribes 
> ne nation of Israel a king like | of Israel to their own land is at hand 
the nations around them, He did not| for the two events are one and the same 
deliver up to him the supreme ruler-| thing. The tvibes can not be restored 
ship but retained the right to take down without setting up the Kingdom and 
from the throne of His own kingdom, | the Kingdom dave ‘be f= u , with- 
ah aie whom ie had anointed and out the restoration of the teats tribes 
aced there, and set upanothe “lot a, 

soever He eatital Irian eth 5 ue Ey cnciniown ada: aha, 
chosen and anointed. All the kings |The foregoing is without doubt, in 
who sat upon the throne of the kingdom harmony With the teaching of the 
over Israel were anointed by God, be-| Word of God throughout and gives 
- yet: . 





cause they were to sit upon the throne 
of His kingdom to rule for Him. 

But when Saul was made king, Sam- 
uel undertook to show the people the 
enormity of the crime they had com- 
mitted in asking for a king, and in his 
masterly speech he uses this 
viguous language, which any child may 
understand: “And when ye saw that} 
Nahash the king of the children of Am- 
mon came against you, ye said unto 
me, Nay; but a king shal] reign over 
us; when the Lord your God was your 
King. Now therefore behold the king 
whom ye have chosen, and whom ye 
have desired ; and, behold, the Lord 
hath set a king over you.” (x Sam. 


a birds-eye 


view of the good news of 
God’s 


We read, 
(John iy., 


plan of salyation, 
‘Salvation is of the Jews.” 
22). It is of the Jews through Jesus 
one of that race, who Is the anointed 
“King of the Jews.”- —Acts v., 12, 25- 
27 5 Matt. ii., 2; xxvii, a7) “He came 
to his own (people, the Jews) and they 
that were his own received him not 
(as a nation). But as many as received 
him, to them gave he the right to be- 
come children of God, even to them 
that believe on His name.” John i 
11,12, R. V. But the time will come 
when “they shall look on Him whom 
they have pierced, and they shall mourn 
for Him, as one mourneth for his only 
son.” Zech, xii, 10, R, V.; John xix, 
The Lord was the au ‘see brett ee i iene ra 
King of the Kingdom of Israel. But} the time will ene Ora chee 
we will look again, Hear the Prophet bay, Blessed is He that counéth in the 
Lord God of Israel chose / name of the Lord.” Matt. xxiii. 39, 
Jesus is also both “Lord and Christ,” (the 
Anointed One or Messiah.) Rev. xi, 15; 
Mark xy. 32. The word Christ simply 
means anointed. The Jewish kings 
my | were always anointed before occupying 
ing|the throne, and the throne of Israel 
my sons, | was the throne of the Lord. Proof :-— 
given me many/I, Chron. xxviii, 4, 53; xxix. 23. The 
chosen Solomon, my early disciplés and apostles knew well 
g-| that Jesus was the Messiah and heir to 
(1 Chron. | David’s throne, and consequently asked 
Jesus, after His resurrection, if He would 
“at this time restore again the kingdom 
the track of truth|to Israel?” Acts i. 6; Luke i. B22 ane 
in regard to the Kingdom of God. It was| We are told in the Scriptures that God 
nothing more nor less than the King-| raised up Christ (from the dead) to sit 
dom of Israel, with God for its Supreme | on David’s throne (Acts ii. 30), for His 
“right it is.” Ezek. xxi. 25—27. And 


unam- 


This is definite; who can dispute 





and amony the sons of 
Israel; and of all 


sons), He hath 


If the Bible is a sure guide we are most 


| at} of David. But we read again: “Then| He shall reign over the house of Jacob 
Spurgeon, and Alford, a Godet, a great | they made dens and caves and strong- Solomon sat on the throne of the Lord | for ever; and of His Kingdom there 
ought to bea motiveto just the opposite} number of learnedanddevout menonthe | holds, some of which are to be found |as king instead ot his father David, and| shall be NO END. 


Luke 1. 33. But 


conclusion, For in this fact we may see | Continent of Europe, and a Moody anda | in the mountains to this day, the Lord| prospered ; and all Israel obeyed him.” | at present Jesus sits with God on His 


ureyes, thateven in the Church, | great company of evangelists with him, | raised up Gideon to deliver them. And | (x Chron. xxix., 23). 
before oureyes, eae eis Be the cry, “Behold the | when they were so wonderfully delivered of Sheba made Solomon a visit, she|the heavens must receive UNTIL the 
- Gideon, | said to him, “Blessed be the Lord thy | times of restitution of all things, where. 
and thy|God, which delighted 
ay|son, and thy son’s son also: for thou} thee on His throne, 


people have come to think and talk and 


live just as our Saviour saidthey would be | Bridegroom cometh?” Is there nothing|| “the men of 


thinking and living when He should] in all this to set us to thinking ? 
ome. Ii Verily we, in this generation, 









gone to sleep, and the expectation of| before, “Yet a little while and He that 


_ the advent was quick and lively, this | sha// come will come and will not tarry.” 


prediction must have seemed very hard| And when He does come—then—oh, 
fo believe. But we see it fulfilled!|the startled waking of many! oh, the 
What an argument this should be for| hurried trimming ofmanyadimly burning 
increased watchfulness! for seeking to/lamp of Christian profession! oh, the 
be in this respect as much unlike the) anxious and distresstul inquiry of multi- 
most of professing Christians as pos-| tudes after that oil of grace which, all 
sible! too late for the marriage supper of the 
3. {t is another motive to obedience | Lamb, they now find they lack! 
to this command, which our Lord and| May the Lord direct every one of us 
His Apostles have set before us, that | into the peer waiting and watching 
it will prove to many @ very eyil and! for Cheiét! 
disastrous thing not to be found watch- *“Behold I come quickly and my reward is 
ing for the Lord. The absence of this cane me give any USE xxii., he 
spirit is always represented as one of| Hence we do not go to heaven to be rewarded. 
the dark features Ba the condition of ue Age here for the coming of the bord:— 
the Church ae she pears the ume of the tThe end of this age or cosmos.—Ep; G. N. 
advent, It js against this particular 
form of spiritual declensign, as one to 
which eyen true Christians, even “wise 
virgins,” by reason of the Lord’s delay, 
would be peculiarly exposed, and which| The Kingdom of God is the grand 
ever tends to fring in its train all man-| theme of the gospel. It is that into 
ner of easy-going religign and absorb-| which Christians hope to obtain an en- 
ing worldliness, that the most solemnjtrance. {t 1s that for which Christ has 
and repeated warnings of the Lord are|taught us to pray, “Thy kingdom 
iven, come.” Itis that which we are ex- 
I hardly need to remind you of the|horted to seek for in connection with 
many passages already quoted which so| the righteousness of God: “seek ye 
clearly teach this. By their unwatch-| first the Kingdom of God, and His 
fulness, their sleeping whem they might | righteousness ; and all these things 
have been getting needed oil, half the| shall be added unto you.” 
virgin company ave represented by our} ‘The Kingdom of God was set up 
Lord as excluded from ‘the marriage | when Israel came up from Egyptthrough 
Supper ; while the lamps, even of those|the wilderness and entered into the 
who entered in while they slept, had promised land, Listen to the - Lord’s 
become so encrusted that they burnt testimony in regard to setting up this 
dimly and needed trimming before they | kingdom : . 
could feel ready to meet the bride-| “I sware unto thee, and entered into 
groom. Let us all remember this and/a covenant with thee saith the Lord, 
be warned betimes! and thou becamest Mine. ‘Then 
4. On the other hand we may find} Washed I thee with water ; yea, I thor- 
a very different and most inspiring mo- oughly washed away thy blood from 
tive to obedience in the fact that our| thee, and I anointed thee with oil. I 
Lord has expressly promised ‘to show | clothed thee also with broidered work, 
and shod thee with badger’s skin, and 
that we should prepare for death, but that we girded thee about with fine linen, and I 
should prepare tor the coming of the Lord, or covered thee with silk. I decked thee 
in. other words, for the life to come—or the|also with ornaments, and I put brace- 
world (age) to come. If we are prepared for | lets upon thy hands, and a chain on 
this we will then receive something we do not th 5 ; c : 
Now possess, namely immortality—etornal | neck. And I pu Jewel on thy 
; forehead, and earrings in thine ears, 


life. Mark x., 29, 30; Rom. ii., 6,7; 1 Cor, 
#Y,, 51-54.—Ep. G. N, -/anda beautiful crown upon thy head. 





The Kingdom of God. 


* “The Bible does not teach, asdo the clergy, 


Ve -< —— 
rule thou over us, both thou, 


Midianites, And Gideon said unto 


them, I will not rule over you, neither) when Abijah, 
shall my son rule over you: the Lord| David, 


shall rule over you,” 


23). . 
Gideon knew who the real Ruler 


was; and Who had delivered Israel. | the Lord God of Israel gave the king-| Rey. 1ii. 21. 


When the queen|throne. Rey. iii 2x. “Whom (Christ? 


in thee to’ set|of God spake by the mouth of His 
to be king for the|holy prophets which have been since 
(2 Chron. ix., 8). the world began.” Acts iii. 21, R. V.. 
After the kingdom was divided, and} ‘In the regeneration (at the time of 
the great grandson of| restoration) the Son of man shall sit on 
was sitting upon the throne of|the throne of His glory,”—His own 


{Judges viii, 22,/the Lord, he said to Jeroboam, king| throne (Matt. xix. 28), the throne of 


of the ten tribes, who was making war| His father David ; which,as wehaveseen, 
with him, “Ought ye not to know that] is also the throne of the Lord.”.—See 
Christ said ‘‘I will come 


He would not take the glory to himself, | dom over Israel to David forever, even | again,” (John xiv. 3), and the angels 
nor allow the people to make him king. | to him and his sons by a covenant of said, ‘““Vhis same Jesus which is taken 


But he did do a foolish thing after all,|salt? . , 


when he made an “ephod” 


which the people had taken 


Midian, the ¥shmaelites, and put it 


something to perpetuate his name, 
knew that God was the Ruler of the 


of the|stand the Kingdom of the Lord in the 
seventeen hundred shekels of gold| hand of the sons of David. . 
from | behold, God Himself is with us for our 


. And now ye think to with | up from you into heaven shall so come 
in like manner (bodily) as ye have seen 
. . And, | him go into heaven,” (Acts i. 11; and 
his second appearing will be in connec- 


in| Captain and His priests with sounding tion with the setting up of his kingdom, 
his own city, which caused Israel to| trumpets to cry alarm against you. 
worship it, O the weakness of sinful] children of Israel, fight ye not against | —Thy kingdom come, 
human nature! Gideon, as good and| the J.ord God of your fathers ; 
great as he was, and as worthy of being | shall not prosper.” (2 Chron. 
used and honored of God as he was, | 8, [2). 
could not resist the temp‘ation to do} there were slain of the ten tribes “five| of His glory. Matt. 
He | hundred thousand chosen men.” 


O | for which he told His disciples to pray 
II. Tim. iv. 1, 
for ye} When the Son of man shall come in 
xlii., 5,| his glory and all the holy angels with 
And they did not prosper, for} Him, THEN shall He sit on the throne 
xxv. 31. And 
“when Christ, who 1s OUR LIFE, shall 
Of what use can the Bible be tous, if} appear, THEN, (not before) shall we also 


nation, but still felt that he himself was | such Scriptural facts can not be relied | appear with Him in glory,” (Col. ii. 4) 
of more consequence than he really/upon? This was God’s Kingdom. It!—i. e., when Christ comes back again 
was. What he did “became a snare/can not be successfuily contradicted. | to the earth, to sit in the throne of His 
unto Gideon and to his house,” not-| The Lord undertook to establish aking-| glory, we shall at that time also appear 


withstanding the country had quietness | dom, 


for forty years while he judged Israel. 
But we will pass on to Samuel. 


The | establish a southern confederacy ? 


Was he defeated? Must it turn} with Him and share in His glory. From 
out like the effort of Jefferson Davis to| this it is evident we do not go to glory 
Or| when we die. Neither do we come 


elders of. Israel said to Samuel, ‘“Be-|has everything thus far in its history! from heaven, but we come from our 
hold, thou art old, and thy sons walk| been but preliminary steps towards the graves, See I. Thess. iy. 13-18 ; John 
not in thy ways: now make us a king|accomplishment of His great purpose|vi. 40. If we are in Christ we are 


to judge us like all the nations.” 


displeased Samuel, because he thought | ¢rve. 


the people were slighting him; but 


“the Lord said unto Samuel, Hearken | dom of God / 


This | concerning this kingdom? Zhe datterzs| “joint heirs” with Him of the earth, 


and shail reign with Him “over the na- 
The Kingdom of Israel zs the King-| tions.” See Gal. iii.; Rom. iv. 13-17 ; 
There is no other men-| Rey. iii. 21 ; v. 9, 10; ii. 25-27 ; Matt. 


unto the voice of the people in all that | tioned in the Bible! Thereis no other | xxv. 31-34; xiii. 38-43. As David’sthrone 
they say unto thee: for they have not|in God’s plan of salvation! ‘The King-| was on earth, so must Christ’s kingdom 


rejected thee, but they 
Me, that I should not reign over them. 
(rt Sam. viii., 5-7), . 

The thing was done, and Saul was 


have rejected |dom of God 1s yet to be restored to| be established on earth when he comes 


Israel. (Acts i., 6, 7). Whoever of the! again. “ And the kingdom and domin- 
human family shall see the Kingdom} ion, and the greatness of the kingdom 
of God will see the Kingdom of Israel. | under the whole heaven, shall be given 


made king. In pointing out to Israel | Whoever will have an entrance minis- to the people of the saints of the most 
their sins, the Lord by the prophet! tered unto them “abundantly into the High ; whose kingdom is an everlasting 
Hosea,, in forcible language, refers to|eyerlasting Kingdom of our Lord and| kingdom, and all dominions shall serve « 


this event. 


He says, “O Israel, thou|Saviour Jesus Christ,” will find an en-|and obey HIM.” 


Dan. vii. 27 ; il. 44. 


hast destroyed thyself; but in Me is|trance into the Kingdom of Israel, and | ‘The meek shall then inherit the earth,” 


thine help, 


I will be thy King: where| the kingdom of David. 


The restora-|and dwell therein for ever, for “the 


is any other that may save thee in all] tion of Israel to their own land, between | righteous shall never be removed” from 
thy cities; and thy judges of whom |the river of Egypt and the great river| the earth. See Prov. x. 30 ; Psa. XXXVIl } 


thou saidst, Give me 


I gave thee a king in Mine anger, and | Kingdom of God. 


took him away in My wrath.” (Hosea 
Xi, Q-1 1). 23 


aking and princes? | Euphrates, will be the restoration of the] Matt. v. 5.—If the reader wishes to see 


a more exhaustive consideration of this 
When it can be said that the King-j|subject, send for THE Goop News, 
dom of God is at hand, it can be said! Vol. I.—Eprror Goop News. ] 
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